
RESOLUTION NO. 2022-XX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AMERICAN CANYON ADOPTING THE AD-HOC 
CLIMATE ACTION COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION TO DECLARE A CLIMATE EMERGENCY  

WHEREAS, there is broad scientific consensus that climate change caused by human activity represents a 
growing danger to human health, safety, and economic prosperity, and the window of opportunity for 
long term climate preservation is rapidly closing; and  

WHEREAS, 195 countries signed the "Paris Agreement" acknowledging the threat of climate change and 
urgent need to combat it, agreeing to keep global mean temperature "well below 2 degrees Celsius above 
pre-industrial levels" and to "pursue efforts to limit temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius;" and  

WHEREAS, the 2018 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report, "Global Warming of 1.5 
degrees Celsius," affirmed that "Limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius would require rapid, far-
reaching and unprecedented changes in all aspects of society," and further projected the earth could 
reach and exceed this temperature threshold as soon as 2030, far earlier than previously anticipated; and  

WHEREAS, the 2018 US government report, "Fourth National Climate Assessment," detailed the massive 
threat to the American economy posed by climate change and underscored the need for immediate 
climate emergency action at all levels of government; and  

WHEREAS, California, Napa County and their residents, economy, and environment have already 
experienced dramatic adverse effects from climate change, including prolonged wildfire seasons, 
firestorms, rising temperatures, mudslides, severe droughts, property destruction, damage to 
infrastructure, and loss of life; and  

WHEREAS, climate breakdown, while endangering all people, disproportionately impacts young and older 
residents and the most vulnerable, exacerbating existing social justice and other inequities; and 

WHEREAS, today’s children represent a particularly vulnerable group because increasing greenhouse 
gases and trapped heat will almost certainly have a profound negative impact throughout their lives, as 
well as the lives of future generations; and  

WHEREAS, on June 18, 2019, the City Council issued a Proclamation to join with Napa County Jurisdictions 
dedicated to working together with community organizations, businesses, schools, and regional partners 
and jurisdictions to educate, mobilize, expand, and accelerate local, regional, and statewide support for 
comprehensive, immediate, and sustained action; and  

WHEREAS, as used above, the term "Climate Emergency" does not refer to an "Emergency", a "Local 
Emergency", or a "State of Emergency" as defined in American Canyon Municipal Code Chapter 2.48 "Civil 
Defense and Disaster Relief, Article I "Organization of City for Emergency Response" and the City Council 
does not confer any emergency powers to the City Manager/Director of Emergency Services as it relates 
to this Proclamation.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of American Canyon hereby declares 
the following: 



1. That a Climate Emergency exists, and that it threatens our city, state, country, and the planet; 

2. That the City of American Canyon joins a growing list of communities committed to a goal of Net 
Zero Climate Pollution, measured in terms of net contribution to excess trapped heat, by or before 2030, 
and further commits to evaluate all planning and policy decisions through the lens of this pledge, and to 
implement both immediate and sustained actions in support of its achievement; and 

3. That the City Council recognizing the need for full community participation and support, commits 
to providing leadership and services in working with community organizations, businesses, schools, and 
regional partners and jurisdictions to educate, mobilize, expand, and accelerate local, regional and 
statewide support for comprehensive, immediate, and sustained action to achieve its goal of net zero 
climate pollution by or before 2030; and 

4. That the City Council will consider amendments to its General Plan and its 2012 Energy 
Efficiency/Climate Action Plan, consistent with its commitment to net zero climate pollution by or before 
2030. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council directs its Ad Hoc Climate Action Committee to complete 
the following: 

1. Develop specific recommendations and measurable outcomes to achieve the goal of Net Zero 
Climate Pollutants by 2030 in the following areas: 

a. Transportation 

b. Buildings 

c. Renewable Energy and Storage 

d. Other Environmental issues, including but not limited to, water conservation, urban agriculture 
and food composting, and recycling 

e. Carbon Sequestration 

f. Public Awareness and Education regarding individual actions, including individual lifestyles and 

business operations 

g. Climate Resiliency Efforts 

2. Work with City staff, stakeholders and community leaders and organizations and the public at 
large.  

3. Identify funding sources and grant opportunities. 

4. Present its findings and recommendations within six months. 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED at a regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council of the City of 

American Canyon held on the 1st day of February, 2022, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT:      



             

             

        ____________________________ 

       Leon Garcia, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST:       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

_______________________________   _________________________________ 

Taresa Geilfuss, City Clerk    William D. Ross, City Attorney  

 

 


