
From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 9:35:30 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Marcia Fariss

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Meeting 1-10-22

Comments I don't understand why the Council was opposed to introducing
new possible sites for meeting the housing demands. No one
place should be eliminated "on a whim" or because it's
someone's favorite. New housing needs to be equally distributed
throughout the City! There are some very viable locations that
appeared to not be considered in the City's current plan.
Dumping" on the northern part of Saratoga seems to be the only
location being considered and that's not right! The Council needs
to consider the points and possible locations presented by the
community at last night's meeting. Seriously considering the
issues, not just lip service; if the Council claims to be
representing Saratogans and responsive to our needs, changes
in the current City plan are needed and needed immediately! The
Council cannot claim to represent us and have our best interests
as a priority and then ignore the valid points raised by all the
speakers! We will remember your actions and vote accordingly in
the upcoming elections.
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From: cindy wu
To: Ttwalia@saratoga.ca.us; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Planning; Rishi

Kumar; Yan Zhao
Subject: Against about built 1700 unit
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 3:32:07 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear City Councils,
Last night Saratoga city council is arranging the meetings so the north side was fighting with
the south side,  and that's all a distraction to keep people from  focusing on preventing the city
counsel from approving an unconstitutional plan.

First of all, there is no serious penalty for not complying with the new law. People have asked
this city manager to describe the penalties multiple times and he gives non-responses. 
Saratoga residents heard that the city wants to build,  even if not required.

Saratoga is also allowed to trade its unit allocations to another city in the same county. Why
don't we trade our requirements with San Jose in exchange for something else?

The state has already removed any real control from the city of Saratoga. Complying with the
measure means essentially destroying the city as we know it. Why comply?

Will the city properly weigh the benefits versus risks of compliance versus non-compliance in
a transparent way? I have a very concrete concern of what will happen if we comply with the
law -- it will be devastating for all. But the risk of non-compliance is this abstract "loss of
local control",   which sounds far less worse to me.  City council can no longer protect the
people of Saratoga. Theses are my requests:

1. Saratoga city prepare constitutional defense. The city should be paying for a constitutional
scholar to prepare defenses for the city in the event the state tries to enforce or remove control
from Saratoga for not complying with the housing element. 

2.   If Saratoga city council cannot do so due to its commitments to developers, then the people
are willing to donate money for the the preliminary legal strategy and notify the city council. 

The city should not be deferring to sandhill property development company legal counsel.

3.   If Saratoga city decides to push back against unlawful state authority, then the deadlines
are irrelevant.  The courts will decide. If the city decides to proceed with development, then
the city council is not defending our city.

4.   Saratoga does not need to win a lawsuit. It just needs to cause a sufficient delay to allow a



political solution.

5.   Alternatively, Saratoga should engage in trade with San Jose so that San Jose absorbs the
Saratoga housing allocations.  In view of the San Jose planning, this arrangement could benefit
both cities, especially if Saratoga can add other incentives.



From: Amy Lu
To: Planning
Cc: Yan Zhao
Subject: Against adding residential units at Village East
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 9:52:36 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear City Council and Planning Department: 

Yesterday evening, Saratoga city council reviewed the proposal of sites being considered to
address the state mandated housing units in a Zoom call. Here is the meeting summary:
https://www.saratoga.ca.us/499/Housing-Element-Update, 
https://legistarweb-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1202111/Attachment_B_-
_Housing_Opportunity_Sites_corrected.pdf. 

We are concerned. Adding residential units at Village East will lead to significant traffic
increase. The intersection near downtown is already crowded with heavy traffic during rush
hours. Furthermore, we need emergency evacuation (being in the high impact wildfire zone
and earthquake too). Therefore, we are concerned and would like to vote against adding
residential units at Village East. 

Sincerely, 

Amy and Michael 
Residents of Saratoga Village Area 



From: Toni
To: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay;

Planning
Subject: Concern over Housing Element poroposal
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 2:33:10 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear City Councils,

As a Saratoga resident, I strongly oppose building low income high density affordable
buildings in Village East downtown. As we all know that the Saratoga village residents have
been suffering the traffic issues on saratoga-sunnyvale and saratoga avenue. Building high
density houses deep in the downtown east would make the traffic issue even worse. 

I need your help to deny the building plan in the village east. I actually oppose the entire
housing element proposal but building in the village east is definitely the worst idea. 

Thanks,
Toni



From: Jie Li
To: Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay
Subject: From a resident
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 3:24:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear all council members , clerk , city manager  and planning department

Last evening, Saratoga city council reviewed the proposal of sites being considered to
address the state mandated housing units in a Zoom call.  We did not get notify of the
meeting but understand the updates are here:
https://www.saratoga.ca.us/499/Housing-Element-Update, 
https://legistarweb-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1202111/Attachment_B_-
_Housing_Opportunity_Sites_corrected.pdf. 

Previously there were units proposed in the Village East (opposite to the fire station). 
Then without letting the residents know, City council continued to consider an
alternative proposal to transfer the housing units from other neighborhoods to Village
East. This proposal will more than double the # of units there and we will have 4 story
structures coming up. There was also a thought to consider having multi-family units
also. 

Adding any units here will lead to significant increase in traffic on already crowded
roads which is not acceptable (Big basin way through the village, Saratoga ave from
Fire station to the library and Sunnyvale-Saratoga road are all crowded esp during
school/commute hours). Any emergency evacuation (being in the high impact wildfire
zone) will create bottlenecks esp around the intersection of big basin way/saratoga
ave/Sunnyvale Saratoga Road.

Village area already has higher density than the rest of the other neighborhoods. We
need more interesting businesses to come instead of high density housing taking
away the existing commercial buildings and businesses. This is also close to the high
fire zone area.

I urge you not to build any units at Village East. My family enjoy the current
environment here in the village please do not take this away from us. 

Jenny



From: James Lindsay
To: Britt Avrit; Debbie Pedro; Crystal Bothelio
Subject: FW:
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 11:27:02 AM

 
 

From: Karthick Iyer <  
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 10:59 AM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Cc: James Lindsay <jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject:
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Hello Saratoga city council,
 
Yesterday's special meeting to discuss the housing plan was extremely disappointing to the
700+ owners who attended it and the 130+ who spoke up in the meeting. From the outset,
there was a clear bias to silence our voices by limiting us to 1 minute and not allowing folks to
speak again (I don't think that was the case in the December meeting for the Pierce Road
folks). Therefore, this is yet another data point to underscore the assertion that us folks north

of Cox are indeed treated as 2nd class citizens of Saratoga.
 
@Mary-Lynn - your comment last night to protect the Bagel shop owner didn't go unnoticed. I
guess the voice of the thousands of homeowners living north of Cox and being thrust with
90+% of the new homes doesn't matter to you - since the homes aren't in your neighborhood.
Your discrimination and bias against us are pretty evident now and we look forward to the end
of your term in the city council.
 
@Yan - appreciate the effort to spread the density around, but moving stuff from Saratoga
Ave to Gateway doesn't solve the core issue. You will still have 90+% of the development
north of Cox.
 
@Rishi - you were probably the only voice of reason asking to evaluate more sites, but it looks
like the council has an agenda and they are marching forward anyway - with or without you.
Clearly the voices of 130+ people who spoke against this flawed plan didn't matter but the few
people who wanted to preserve the Bagel shop resulted in immediate action from Tina.
 
BTW - the bagel shop can always move next door to Argonaut complex and you can use the



Compass Realty site for housing but I guess common sense doesn't work here since the
council is hell bent on discrimination and protecting the Saratoga elite.
 
Finally, it is abundantly clear that Saratoga is not going to be united here. Maybe it's time to
look at partitioning Saratoga into districts and getting rid of the at-large elections so that we
can have a legitimate voice in the council and put an end to the decades of discrimination and
marginalization against folks living north of Cox.
 
Thanks
Karthick



From: James Lindsay
To: Britt Avrit; Debbie Pedro; Crystal Bothelio
Subject: FW: Gateway Thoughts/Feedback
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 9:03:31 AM

 
 

From: Haydee Wong <  
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 6:57 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>; James Lindsay <jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Gateway Thoughts/Feedback
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear Saratoga Council Members & City Manager Team,
 
I’m writing you to express the frustration in what keeps persistently happening at the
Council Meetings.It feels like the Gateway has a strong vocal target on its back even
with its small footprint its consistently singling out every last bit of this area for higher
and higher density.
 
Look, just because we are at the border of Saratoga, does not mean we aren’t
Saratogans or our quality of life doesn’t matter. We need and want our commercial
spaces there too. We enjoy weekly dinner walks to Sushi Heaven, coffee dates at
Peet’s, and weekly pizza from Jake’s. Our bank, Chase bank is also walking
distance.Our children take swimming lessons at the Saratoga Swim Center and our
pet Buddy gets his medical care from Saratoga Veterinary Clinic. We were just going
to start patronizing at Specs Optical. When young our children went to Growing Tree.
I know these daycares are needed in our area. I’m not understanding the push to
include so many high density housing at the Gateway all the while removing our
commercial spaces. I’m curious why the Bagel shop (which we too love) and the pet
hospital got preferential treatment over all these businesses? I believe we are
reasonable people here. We see the need for more homes and not vacant lots or
empty old office buildings. I can see zoning some underutilized sites for building some
town homes or even some condos for families who need smaller spaces. (As a
reminder, this area really needs tax dollars (not apartments) to help support the
school the future children will attend, Blue Hills, Cupertino Unified School District. 
 
Speaking of which, as you may know, Saratoga-Sunnyvale Road has a lot of traffic at
rush hours. Families living west of the road, must cross the street to get to and from
school. I know parents who are currently concerned about this, clearly this is an
accident waiting to happen with an increase in high density.  
 
Please stop protecting all the Saratoga Ave sites. Saratoga Ave with its large empty



lots (Pumpkin Patch as one example but others as well) are ideal locations for the
high density.Close to FWY access and good walkable business nearby. I too frequent
Target and restaurants at Westgate/El Paseo and know they too would appreciate
more business. We need to find the numbers for the housing element, I get that, can
you please try to protect more of our businesses or at the very least some of them at
the Gateway and keep the density to a reasonable impact not giant eyesores. Please
listen to the voices from our neighborhood too.
 
In appreciation for your efforts,
 
Haydee Wong
 



From: James Lindsay
To: Britt Avrit; Debbie Pedro; Crystal Bothelio
Subject: FW: new low-income housing
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 8:20:36 AM

 
 

From:   
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 10:16 PM
To: Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne Bernald
<mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>; Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>
Cc: James Lindsay <jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us>; 

Subject: new low-income housing
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear Counsel Members,
 
Thanks for having the special meeting on Monday and worked very late into the night. Although
there is some shuffling of the sites, the plan still seems to put 100% of the new housing units in the
north Saratoga, with the vast majority in non-Saratoga school districts. It is still extremely unfair
housing practice. Please let the south Saratoga share its responsibility to the city with north
residents in this outstanding situation. We plead that some south sites such as Downtown Village,
West Valley College, and unused lands in south to be added to the list.
 
Thanks,
Hui Wang
Saratoga Resident (Golden Triangle NBH)



From: Tina Walia
To: Britt Avrit
Subject: Fw: new low-income housing
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:14:19 AM

From: Kathy 
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 11:18 PM
To: Hui Wang 
Cc: Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne Bernald
<mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>; Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; James Lindsay
<jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us>; David(Zhiyu) 
Subject: Re: new low-income housing
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Hello all! 

I strongly agree with Hui. If this is something that City of Saratoga has to take on, please let
all of the Saratoga residents share the responsibility, not just the ones in the north. It is
extremely unfair to allocate 90% of the units to north Cox / HW 85 (mainly non Saratoga
school districts). Please consider adding the Village in Saratoga downtown, West Valley
College and unused lands in the south to the location list so that the units can spread out across
Saratoga with lower density. I understand this is a very tough situation for all of us but please
make an equitable plan that shows fairness and responsibility. 

Thank you.
Kathy

On Tue, Jan 11, 2022 at 10:16 PM <  wrote:
Dear Counsel Members,
 
Thanks for having the special meeting on Monday and worked very late into the night.
Although there is some shuffling of the sites, the plan still seems to put 100% of the new
housing units in the north Saratoga, with the vast majority in non-Saratoga school districts.
It is still extremely unfair housing practice. Please let the south Saratoga share its
responsibility to the city with north residents in this outstanding situation. We plead that
some south sites such as Downtown Village, West Valley College, and unused lands in
south to be added to the list.
 
Thanks,
Hui Wang
Saratoga Resident (Golden Triangle NBH)



From: James Lindsay
To: Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio
Subject: FW: Possible alternatives to an impossible plan
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 1:55:31 PM

 
 

From: Mary-Lynne Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 1:18 PM
To: James Lindsay <jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us>; Debbie Pedro <dpedro@saratoga.ca.us>; Richard S.
Taylor <rtaylor@smwlaw.com>
Subject: Fwd: Possible alternatives to an impossible plan
 
In case you cannot see -  this FYI

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: U-CAN <
Date: January 11, 2022 at 1:04:25 PM PST
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>, Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>,
Mary-Lynne Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>, Rishi Kumar
<rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>, Yan Zhao <yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Possible alternatives to an impossible plan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise
caution when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown
senders.

Dear City Councils,
 
Last night Saratoga city council is arranging the meetings so the north side was fighting
with the south side,  and that's all a distraction to keep people from  focusing on
preventing the city counsel from approving an unconstitutional plan.
 
First of all, there is no serious penalty for not complying with the new law. People have
asked this city manager to describe the penalties multiple times and he gives non-
responses.  Saratoga residents heard that the city wants to build,  even if not required.
 
Saratoga is also allowed to trade its unit allocations to another city in the same county.
Why don't we trade our requirements with San Jose in exchange for something else?
 
The state has already removed any real control from the city of Saratoga. Complying
with the measure means essentially destroying the city as we know it. Why comply?



 
Will the city properly weigh the benefits versus risks of compliance versus non-
compliance in a transparent way? I have a very concrete concern of what will happen if
we comply with the law -- it will be devastating for all. But the risk of non-compliance is
this abstract "loss of local control",   which sounds far less worse to me.  City council
can no longer protect the people of Saratoga. Theses are my requests:
 
1. Saratoga city prepare constitutional defense. The city should be paying for a
constitutional scholar to prepare defenses for the city in the event the state tries to
enforce or remove control from Saratoga for not complying with the housing element. 
 
2.   If Saratoga city council cannot do so due to its commitments to developers, then
the people are willing to donate money for the the preliminary legal strategy and notify
the city council. 
 
The city should not be deferring to sandhill property development company legal
counsel.
 
3.   If Saratoga city decides to push back against unlawful state authority, then the
deadlines are irrelevant.  The courts will decide. If the city decides to proceed with
development, then the city council is not defending our city.
 
4.   Saratoga does not need to win a lawsuit. It just needs to cause a sufficient delay to
allow a political solution.
 
5.   Alternatively, Saratoga should engage in trade with San Jose so that San Jose
absorbs the Saratoga housing allocations.  In view of the San Jose planning, this
arrangement could benefit both cities, especially if Saratoga can add other incentives.
 
Thank you very much and looking forward to your reply!
 
Saratoga resident 
Sunny Song 



From: Rishi Kumar
To: Britt Avrit
Subject: Fwd: [ The Saratoga Update 687] ALPR cameras on the city council agenda 10/20
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 11:47:23 PM

-Follow me on Twitter for the latest update.

--
Rishi Kumar
Saratoga City Councilmember
Rkumar@saratoga.ca.us  ||  408 805 5993
Facebook.com/voteRishi || @Rishikumar1

Begin forwarded message:

From: Lori Ellingboe 
Date: January 10, 2022 at 8:47:43 PM PST
To:  Rishi Kumar  <rishi1@gmail.com>,
incrediblesaratoga@googlegroups.com
Cc: Lori Ellingboe <l
Subject: RE: [ The Saratoga Update 687] ALPR cameras on the city council
agenda 10/20

Council Members-
 
I am one more voter who objects to the current distribution of new housing so heavily
north of 85.
 
The traffic load, the school load, and the visual impact should be spread across all
areas.  Downtown can absorb additional housing, with food and shopping within
walking distance. 
 
There are other vacant sites which should be considered.    More of those “yellow”
sites should show up with pockets of higher density housing.
 
Regards, Lori
 
 



From: Rishi Kumar
To: Britt Avrit
Subject: Fwd: [ The Saratoga Update 715] Time to tread carefully
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 2:03:16 PM

For public record 

-Follow me on Twitter for the latest update.

--
Rishi Kumar
Saratoga City Councilmember
Rkumar@saratoga.ca.us  ||  408 805 5993
Facebook.com/voteRishi || @Rishikumar1

Begin forwarded message:

From: Miao Wang 
Date: January 12, 2022 at 1:20:59 PM PST
To:  Rishi Kumar  <rishi1@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: [ The Saratoga Update 715] Time to tread carefully

Hi Rishi,

As a Saratoga resident,  I strongly oppose to build the low income high density
affordable buildings in our community. No matter where the buildings are, it is
unconstitutional plan and devastating for all. 

Please let me know if you have any plan for this. What action can be taken to
protect our community? I know a big group of people like me having concerns
and willing to take actions together.

Thanks,

Miao Wang

On Jan 11, 2022, at 11:36 PM,  Rishi Kumar 
<rishi1@gmail.com> wrote:

Begin forwarded message:

From:  Rishi Kumar  <rishi1@gmail.com>
Subject: [ The Saratoga Update 715] Time to



tread carefully
Date: January 11, 2022 at 11:30:20 PM PST
To: incrediblesaratoga@googlegroups.com

Dear neighbors, 
Here is the video from last night's city council meeting that 
summarizes my views on the Housing Element and my call to 
action.

The community spoke and our city council members should 

listen. We likely set a 64-year Saratoga record with 550+ 
attendees at last night’s Housing Element* meeting. Obviously, 
we wouldn’t have been able to fit this group in the Civic Theatre. 
Zoom helps. After the mailing of the recent city-wide postcard -  
the engagement from Saratogans has kicked into high gear.

We have a choice - rollover and play dead to allow Sacramento 

to wreck Saratoga’s future.
Or approach the problem from a standpoint of knowledge, 
engagement and action to protect our neighborhoods. The very 
future of our city is at stake!

What is the rush? The Housing Element Certification 
deadline is January 2023

I asked for a Housing Element delay to “go back to the drawing 
boards," instead of the city council vote that is being pushed for 
in January.
For example - Sacramento’s bill SB-9 (that went live on January 
1 this year)  allows lot splitting and will generate new housing 
units for Saratoga; we have NOT yet added the SB-9 numbers to 
our Housing Element. HCD hasn’t given it to us yet. I have been 
asking for a letter to be sent out to HCD asking for this number. 
For example - West Valley College has plans to build housing on 
campus. We don’t have those numbers. That number could be 
added to Saratoga's Housing Element quota if we had it.

Why not roll up the citizen feedback into a better Housing 
Element plan that meets the needs of our city; one that pays heed 
to the feedback we got?
Why not make sure their voice is heard and acted upon?
Why not do our darnedest to do the right thing for Saratoga?



The housing changes for Saratoga are just too radical and we 
have to tread carefully. 

As someone said - We need the voice of reason rising against this 
terrible plan that will disfigure Saratoga forever.

NOTE: It is also imperative that each of us rally behind the 

proposed ballot measure that will essentially nullify 
Sacramento’s bills like SB-35, SB-9 and SB-10. Get involved!

Below are excerpts from my Managed Growth policy page:  
RishiKumar.com/ManagedGrowth
As you know, the Housing Element RHNA allocation is a state-
wide housing mandate from California's Department of Housing 
and Community Development. The 2022 RHNA housing 
numbers are exponentially higher than what has been allocated in 
the past  - thanks to SB-828. As a result, high-density housing 
sites are being proposed in every city. Many cities and 
communities are reeling under this housing pressure and are 
fearful of its impacts that will be felt for decades to come. The 
land developers will make a fortune and our cities will cease to 
be what they are today. The RHNA housing units allocated to 
your city include categories such as very low income, low 
income, moderate income, and above moderate income housing. 
It is also an environmental disaster. Sacramento’s housing policy 
is relying on supply and demand to create more housing in the 
hope of driving prices down - but that has never worked 
anywhere. The legislative bills from Sacramento like SB-9 and 
SB-10 are also pushing high-density housing all over California - 
and there are more coming. However, this approach has failed to 
adequately address the creation of more affordable housing or fix 
the systemic challenges that have led to today’s exodus from 
California. No one wants to discuss the infrastructure gap.

The Housing Element’s inflated* housing goals, i.e RHNA 
numbers, has been rigged for cities to fail and for developers to 
make money. Yep - setup for failure thanks to politicians who 
have sold out to the real-estate industry as the op-ed points out. 
Once a city fails, SB-35 kicks in. SB-35 is essentially triggered 
by developers failing to pull building permits. If building permits 
are not pulled, cities are blamed. But a city government is not in 
the business of building housing as we all know. The city hands 



out permits and Saratoga has NOT refused any permits in the 8 
years and more. If developers don’t pull permits, then developers 
circumvent the city council (as per the definition of SB-35) and 
go through a ministerial approval aka rubber-stamping approval 
without public hearing. The developers get a free reign over the 
city.

*Visit https://www.saratoga.ca.us/housing for details with our 
housing element

--Follow Rishi on Twitter 

In friendship,
 Rishi Kumar  

Candidate for United States Congress CD-
16
Councilmember, City of Saratoga CA
Have you seen the 44-year report card? 
RishiKumar.com/ReportCard

High-Density Housing : 
www.RishiKumar.com/managedgrowth

Download your Top 25 Safety Tips 
www.RishiKumar.com/safety
Chip in for someone who fights for the 
people Rishikumar.com/contribute and for 
someone who doesn’t sell out! 

Phone 408 805 5993 || campaign@Rishi2022.com
Facebook || Instagram  | TikTok || Medium  || Substack || Youtube 

-- 
I will certainly not follow the rest of the city council
down a cliff in the spirit of teaming and comradeship. I
will hold the feet to the fire and call out the issues. Our
people deserve to know! 
When the rest of the city council tells me - "Rishi, we
can’t do much with San Jose Water because we do not
have jurisdiction" I will continue to challenge San Jose
Water Company as that is the right thing to do. We
should give up without even trying? We have already
pushed back 9 rates. I will do the same when they say,
"Rishi, talk about burglaries will drop Saratoga's real
estate." When they move forward with a new road tax,
with my dissenting vote, I will ask for optimization of
our city budget to free up money. I serve at the behest of
our people.
- Rishi Kumar
 



▬▬▬ ۩۞۩ ▬▬▬
Visit my FAQ page
https://tinyurl.com/SARATOGAFAQ
Direct city related emails to rkumar@saratoga.ca.us 
PHONE 408 805 5993 || Facebook.com/VoteRishi ||
Twitter: RishiKumar1 || INSTG: KumarforCongress
--- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to
the Google Groups "Incredible Saratoga" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving
emails from it, send an email to
IncredibleSaratoga+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/IncredibleSaratoga/FD01363A-
0B64-40BE-8E6A-9F5401705CEB%40gmail.com.



From: Rishi Kumar
To: Britt Avrit
Subject: Fwd: [ The Saratoga Update 716] Speed up the train wreck?
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 11:35:10 PM

For public record

-Follow me on Twitter for the latest update.

--
Rishi Kumar
Saratoga City Councilmember
Rkumar@saratoga.ca.us  ||  408 805 5993
Facebook.com/voteRishi || @Rishikumar1

Begin forwarded message:

From: Cathie Watson-Short 
Date: January 12, 2022 at 11:13:35 PM PST
To:  Rishi Kumar  <rishi1@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: [ The Saratoga Update 716] Speed up the train wreck?

Rishi,
I truly hope you help slow the process down.  At this point if the City Council
doesn't vote on a more equitable plan to spread the building in all parts of the city
and relive the burden that the Council's current proposal puts on our struggling
Title 1 school in our city boundaries it will really tear our city apart.  Not to
mention the profound inequity of a city callously dumping its burden on one part
of the city and its poorest students.  Many of the students I teach live with large
families in small apartments.  The rooms I saw them zooming in from did not
look like ours.  In many cases there were multiple bunk beds in the back and
young children roaming the screen or even family members screaming at each
other in the background.  Our school is bursting at the seams and Saratoga's
schools are declining in enrollment and yet they propose to put 90% of the
housing in one district.  

I hope we do fight back the state and I support that, but in the meantime I hope we
fight for a Saratoga where all of our citizens and neighbors work together
equitably.  Regardless of what the state does, this vote could damage us for years
to come.  
Cathie

On Wed, Jan 12, 2022 at 9:17 PM  Rishi Kumar  <rishi1@gmail.com>
wrote:

Dear neighbors,
Should we speed up the train wreck or use a crossover and find a better path?

Here is an additional point with our Housing Element:



I polled a few  Silicon Valley councilmembers today - what their city’s status and stage is
with the housing element.
I heard, “What Housing Element sites?”
My conclusion - Saratoga is way ahead of the game and for some inexplicable reason we
are seemingly “running out of time."

We have roughly a year left in the Housing Element certification.
Shall we slow down and try to get it right?

CALL TO ACTION:
Please educate yourself with the Managed Growth policy page:  
RishiKumar.com/ManagedGrowth
- Rishi

On Jan 11, 2022, at 11:30 PM,  Rishi Kumar 
<rishi1@gmail.com> wrote:

Dear neighbors, 
Here is the video from last night's city council meeting that summarizes my
views on the Housing Element and my call to action.

The community spoke and our city council members should listen. We 

likely set a 64-year Saratoga record with 550+ attendees at last night’s 
Housing Element* meeting. Obviously, we wouldn’t have been able to fit 
this group in the Civic Theatre. Zoom helps. After the mailing of the recent
city-wide postcard -  the engagement from Saratogans has kicked into high 
gear.

We have a choice - rollover and play dead to allow Sacramento to wreck 

Saratoga’s future.
Or approach the problem from a standpoint of knowledge, engagement and 
action to protect our neighborhoods. The very future of our city is at stake!

What is the rush? The Housing Element Certification deadline is 
January 2023

I asked for a Housing Element delay to “go back to the drawing boards," 
instead of the city council vote that is being pushed for in January.
For example - Sacramento’s bill SB-9 (that went live on January 1 this year)  
allows lot splitting and will generate new housing units for Saratoga; we 
have NOT yet added the SB-9 numbers to our Housing Element. HCD hasn’t 
given it to us yet. I have been asking for a letter to be sent out to HCD asking 
for this number. 



For example - West Valley College has plans to build housing on campus. 
We don’t have those numbers. That number could be added to Saratoga's 
Housing Element quota if we had it.

Why not roll up the citizen feedback into a better Housing Element plan that 
meets the needs of our city; one that pays heed to the feedback we got?
Why not make sure their voice is heard and acted upon?
Why not do our darnedest to do the right thing for Saratoga?
The housing changes for Saratoga are just too radical and we have to tread 
carefully. 

As someone said - We need the voice of reason rising against this terrible 
plan that will disfigure Saratoga forever.

NOTE: It is also imperative that each of us rally behind the proposed ballot 

measure that will essentially nullify Sacramento’s bills like SB-35, SB-9 and 
SB-10. Get involved!

Below are excerpts from my Managed Growth policy page:  
RishiKumar.com/ManagedGrowth
As you know, the Housing Element RHNA allocation is a state-wide housing 
mandate from California's Department of Housing and Community 
Development. The 2022 RHNA housing numbers are exponentially higher 
than what has been allocated in the past  - thanks to SB-828. As a result, 
high-density housing sites are being proposed in every city. Many cities and 
communities are reeling under this housing pressure and are fearful of its 
impacts that will be felt for decades to come. The land developers will make 
a fortune and our cities will cease to be what they are today. The RHNA 
housing units allocated to your city include categories such as very low 
income, low income, moderate income, and above moderate income housing. 
It is also an environmental disaster. Sacramento’s housing policy is relying 
on supply and demand to create more housing in the hope of driving prices 
down - but that has never worked anywhere. The legislative bills from 
Sacramento like SB-9 and SB-10 are also pushing high-density housing all 
over California - and there are more coming. However, this approach has 
failed to adequately address the creation of more affordable housing or fix 
the systemic challenges that have led to today’s exodus from California. No 
one wants to discuss the infrastructure gap.

The Housing Element’s inflated* housing goals, i.e RHNA numbers, has 
been rigged for cities to fail and for developers to make money. Yep - setup 
for failure thanks to politicians who have sold out to the real-estate industry 



as the op-ed points out. Once a city fails, SB-35 kicks in. SB-35 is essentially 
triggered by developers failing to pull building permits. If building permits 
are not pulled, cities are blamed. But a city government is not in the business 
of building housing as we all know. The city hands out permits and Saratoga 
has NOT refused any permits in the 8 years and more. If developers don’t 
pull permits, then developers circumvent the city council (as per the 
definition of SB-35) and go through a ministerial approval aka rubber-
stamping approval without public hearing. The developers get a free reign 
over the city.

*Visit https://www.saratoga.ca.us/housing for details with our housing 
element

--Follow Rishi on Twitter 

In friendship,
 Rishi Kumar  

Candidate for United States Congress CD-16
Councilmember, City of Saratoga CA
Have you seen the 44-year report
card? RishiKumar.com/ReportCard

High-Density Housing
: www.RishiKumar.com/managedgrowth

Download your Top 25 Safety
Tips www.RishiKumar.com/safety
Chip in for someone who fights for the
people Rishikumar.com/contribute and for someone
who doesn’t sell out! 

Phone 408 805 5993 || campaign@Rishi2022.com
Facebook || Instagram  | TikTok || Medium  || Substack || Youtube 

-- 
I will certainly not follow the rest of the city council down a cliff in the spirit of
teaming and comradeship. I will hold the feet to the fire and call out the issues.
Our people deserve to know! 
When the rest of the city council tells me - "Rishi, we can’t do much with San
Jose Water because we do not have jurisdiction" I will continue to challenge
San Jose Water Company as that is the right thing to do. We should give up
without even trying? We have already pushed back 9 rates. I will do the same
when they say, "Rishi, talk about burglaries will drop Saratoga's real estate."
When they move forward with a new road tax, with my dissenting vote, I will
ask for optimization of our city budget to free up money. I serve at the behest of
our people.
- Rishi Kumar
 



▬▬▬ ۩۞۩ ▬▬▬
Visit my FAQ page https://tinyurl.com/SARATOGAFAQ
Direct city related emails to rkumar@saratoga.ca.us 
PHONE 408 805 5993 || Facebook.com/VoteRishi || Twitter: RishiKumar1 ||
INSTG: KumarforCongress
--- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups
"Incredible Saratoga" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email
to IncredibleSaratoga+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/IncredibleSaratoga/B35843C9-61A2-4F76-
B08D-D56F6C0539E2%40gmail.com.

-- 
Cathie Watson-Short
------------------------------------------------



From: Rishi Kumar
To: Britt Avrit
Subject: Fwd: [Managed Growth 49] Housing Element sites are final...
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 1:58:14 PM

For public record 
-Follow me on Twitter for the latest update.

--
Rishi Kumar
Saratoga City Councilmember
Rkumar@saratoga.ca.us  ||  408 805 5993
Facebook.com/voteRishi || @Rishikumar1

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Chris Vasquez (Dolce Musica)" 
Date: January 12, 2022 at 12:51:59 PM PST
To:  Rishi Kumar  <rishi1@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: [Managed Growth 49] Housing Element sites are final...

You need to help lead this.  Get with Yan and work the plan, we’ll join
you on SB9, SB35 etc, once you get this put to bed the best you can by
Jan 19th or 20th.

Don’t make a speech and leave the meeting, we’re all watching how you
impact this one.  Ideas:

- Set up a tent or Zoom room for people to record comments at a special
session before the 19th, you all can review so they are on the record,
most council members apparently aren’t paying attention to them, this
will fill the room.  You can then get to work on the 19th with all this
input.  You can even do this alphabetically, so people can be queued up
and not waste their evening, etc.  This will help the attendance at the
working meeting and you don’t have to run until 2 am.  We will watch
you all.
- Allow real time comments, to be put in the record during the council
meeting, without interupting you working the spread sheet, James seems
to be able to do this real time.  Consult with your city legal on this one.
 Consider it real time written comments.
- Share the load, getting on the table as many sites as you can, drive
consensus.

I’m not singling you out, I’ll be sending this essentially to all council



members.  I’ll be letting people know I sent this to you as well. 

We’re watching Rishi, come through for us!

Chris

On Jan 12, 2022, at 12:41 PM,  Rishi Kumar  <rishi1@gmail.com> wrote:

Last night's housing element city council meeting broke the 64-year attendance record for our
city.
The Housing Element is creating contention and  discomfort amongst residents all over! Our
neighbors are mobilizing and venting on Next-door - and they have every reason to.

Please reply and let me know: Are your city's Housing Element sites at the discussion
stage? First draft of the sites going to vote soon? 

This is the most significant event happening in our cities over this last decade or longer.
Please stay engaged!
This page provides you a summary and a few reading links. Please educate yourself
Here is my recent blog on the  Housing Element

Have you endorsed the ballot measure initiative?
Here are the elected officials who are behind this: 
You can endorse it here
Ask for petition forms here  and get your neighbors engaged to get signatures in their
neighborhood.
This ballot measure, if passed, will bring back control back to our city.

-Follow Rishi on Twitter 

In friendship,
 Rishi Kumar  

Candidate for United States Congress CD-16
Councilmember, City of Saratoga CA
Have you seen the 44-year report card?
RishiKumar.com/ReportCard

High-Density Housing : www.RishiKumar.com/managedgrowth

Download your Top 25 Safety Tips www.RishiKumar.com/safety
Chip in for someone who fights for the people
Rishikumar.com/contribute and for someone who doesn’t
sell out! 

Phone 408 805 5993 || campaign@Rishi2022.com
Facebook || Instagram  | TikTok || Medium  || Substack || Youtube 
Paid for by Kumar for Congress  || Committee ID C00695866



-- 
Visit RishiKumar.com/ManagedGrowth for the latest update on this topic
Follow Rishi Kumar on twitter https://twitter.com/rishikumar1
--- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups
"Managed Housing and Infrastructure Concurrency" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email
to ManagedGrowth+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/ManagedGrowth/EC5F0804-B7F1-40E7-
A525-98CFDAC4D91D%40gmail.com.



From: Rishi Kumar
To: Britt Avrit
Subject: Fwd: Disappointed!
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 12:02:25 PM

for public record 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Karthik Bhat 
Date: January 11, 2022 at 11:41:37 AM PST
To: Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Disappointed!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise
caution when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown
senders.

Rishi - 
I am writing to you to express my frustration and disappointment at how our
voices were ignored yesterday. It was blatant and remarkable. It was remarkably
blatant. Hundreds of us showed up and talked. Yet, nothing changed. All that we
asked was for equitable consideration. Yet, the council had made up their minds
and refused to even acknowledge our position. 

The council members ran on the platform of being our voice in the city council. I
am no longer willing to accept it to be true in good faith. 

Best,
Karthik Bhat



From: Rishi Kumar
To: Britt Avrit
Subject: Fwd: HD housing plan
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 1:50:49 PM

For public record 

-Follow me on Twitter for the latest update.

--
Rishi Kumar
Saratoga City Councilmember
Rkumar@saratoga.ca.us  ||  408 805 5993
Facebook.com/voteRishi || @Rishikumar1

Begin forwarded message:

From: Dory Albert 
Date: January 8, 2022 at 2:47:29 PM PST
To: Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: HD housing plan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise
caution when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown
senders.

Hi Rishi ,
I’m putting a call into Mary-Lynne to discuss the revised plan that James is
working on .
If the plan seems more equitable , residents will get behind it . I have been told
that’s how things are moving . The idea is not to divide our town over this but to
come up with an equitable plan. 
The longer this sits , the more people will stew over it .  The best move is a
compromise  at this point . 
I do agree with your position that there is “dark money “ behind this and feeds
into developers and realtors .  I will support those candidates who are willing to
think about California’s future responsibly . 
Let’s not divide our town over this . We have bigger fish to fry . The Costco
proposal is not a good one - Whole Foods is more fitting . I plan on pushing
against Costco . 
I can turn this revised HD plan over to MLB , or to you as the vote that unites us
 - let me know your thoughts .
Dory 

Sent from my iPhone



From: Rishi Kumar
To: Britt Avrit
Subject: Fwd: HD housing plan: Share the Load
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 1:49:40 PM

For public record 

-Follow me on Twitter for the latest update.

--
Rishi Kumar
Saratoga City Councilmember
Rkumar@saratoga.ca.us  ||  408 805 5993
Facebook.com/voteRishi || @Rishikumar1

Begin forwarded message:

From: Dory Albert 
Date: January 11, 2022 at 11:22:29 AM PST
To: Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: HD housing plan: Share the Load

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise
caution when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown
senders.

Jan 11, 2022

Dear Rishi,

Thank you for all your continued work on the high density housing project.

 Last night’s Jan 10th meeting had 600 residents in attendance showing 
strong opposition to the City’s  Postcard Plan mailed to residents in late 
December. Of the over 70  residents who spoke and the hundreds of emails 
sent to City Council members, public sentiment is opposed to the plan 
presented last night stating this high density plan is an inequitable one, 
unfairly placing almost 60 percent of the new builds on Saratoga Ave. 

City Manager James Dempsey’s goal was to present a high density housing  
plan that meets with the approval of the majority of Saratogans. Last night's 
High Density meeting proves this plan does not do that. Residents feel 
betrayed, slighted by the city, and as someone said the city’s “illegitimate 



child.” The plan is divisive as it favors one side of Saratoga  over the 
other, makes safety a huge issue, and traffic congestion even worse.

The petition is at over 800 signatures right now and growing.

There is still time to fix this issue. Last night former Mayor Yan provided 
ways to shift some of the sites off Saratoga Ave..  The Council should 
work with her plan. The residents above 85 have said they are willing to 
accept Quito Village, 90 units and the Abrams area of 146 units, outlined in 
Yan’s calculations and presented by James. That puts the new builds on 
Saratoga Ave and Cox at 7 percent. 

Put the Prospect Center back on the list. It’s city owned property on a large 
lot, with a good walkability score,  and certainly calls for review. Neals 
Hollow is another good location and housing there supports declining 
enrollment in our public schools  There is a sign on Norton Road, Saratoga 
of 41acres for sale. Let’s spread the load. Let's keep height to a minimum 
where we can at 3 stories. That was the resounding message last night from 
residents.

Offer a study session to review an alternative plan to all residents before 
Jan 19. Let’s work on this together and find a plan that unites and not 
divides us.

Sincerely,
Dory Albert
Gardiner Park Neighborhood Watch Lead





 wrote:

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization.
Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking links,
especially from unknown senders.

Thanks for the response, Rishi. 
True. But, what's the point? When the council decides to ignore the
public. For me, this was a window into how the Saratoga City
Council works and I am really not impressed. 

On Wed, Jan 12, 2022 at 12:12 AM Rishi Kumar
<rkumar@saratoga.ca.us> wrote:

Karthik
You expressed it loud and clear
It is part of the public record now 
Thanks so much 

-Follow me on Twitter for the latest update.

--
Rishi Kumar
Saratoga City Councilmember
Rkumar@saratoga.ca.us  ||  408 805 5993
//Facebook.com/voteRishi || @Rishikumar1



From: Rishi Kumar
To: Britt Avrit
Subject: Fwd: Loud and clear
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 8:36:35 PM

Public record 

-Follow me on Twitter for the latest update.

--
Rishi Kumar
Saratoga City Councilmember
Rkumar@saratoga.ca.us  ||  408 805 5993
Facebook.com/voteRishi || @Rishikumar1

Begin forwarded message:

From: omar zakaria 
Date: January 12, 2022 at 8:27:01 PM PST
To: Karthik Bhat >
Cc: Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>, Chris Vasquez

Subject: Re: Loud and clear

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise
caution when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown
senders.

Rishi,
You might be our only hope. You need to vote. Please represent us when others
are failing us.
We will mobilize on the state level, no doubt. But the 19th meeting requires
action, and the lesser of 2 evils might be needed temporarily!
Thousands of people are watching tou and waiting on your action!

Thank you!
Omar

On Wed, Jan 12, 2022, 8:16 PM Karthik Bhat < >
wrote:

Rishi - 
We need your vote. We will continue to push, but we need YOUR VOTE. 

On Wed, Jan 12, 2022 at 7:51 AM Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>
wrote:

Keep pushing until it buckles
This is how we overturned a sure-shot MOUNTAIN winery 300 room hotel -



they had already planned the inauguration ribbon cutting.
We don't win it in one day.. but by being relentless

-Follow me on Twitter for the latest update.

--
Rishi Kumar
Saratoga City Councilmember
Rkumar@saratoga.ca.us  ||  408 805 5993
//Facebook.com/voteRishi || @Rishikumar1

On Jan 12, 2022, at 7:41 AM, Karthik Bhat
> wrote:

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your
organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or
clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Thanks for the response, Rishi. 
True. But, what's the point? When the council decides to ignore
the public. For me, this was a window into how the Saratoga City
Council works and I am really not impressed. 

On Wed, Jan 12, 2022 at 12:12 AM Rishi Kumar
<rkumar@saratoga.ca.us> wrote:

Karthik
You expressed it loud and clear
It is part of the public record now 
Thanks so much 

-Follow me on Twitter for the latest update.

--
Rishi Kumar
Saratoga City Councilmember
Rkumar@saratoga.ca.us  ||  408 805 5993
//Facebook.com/voteRishi || @Rishikumar1



From: James Lindsay
To: Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Fwd: Re:
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 8:52:58 AM
Attachments: Screen Shot 2022-01-13 at 8.25.46 AM.png

From: Karthick Iyer <
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 8:34:21 AM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Cc: James Lindsay <jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Re:
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Based on the planning commission meeting yesterday, the end game is pretty clear - you guys
will use the planning commission recommendations to approve the current plan.. yeah, there
will be minor adjustments by shifting some stuff around but bottomline is  over 90% of the
new housing will still remain north of Cox. You would have protected the village and Saratoga
schools from commoners (so much for your support for equality, inclusion and diversity).
Thank you for showing us your true colors.  Looking forward to speaking on Jan 19 and we
will prepare for a 60 second speech - unless you plan to cut us down to 15 or 30 secs or silence
us completely.

Mayor Walia - the partition of Saratoga is happening under your watch.. So congratulations
are in order!



On Tue, Jan 11, 2022 at 10:59 AM Karthick Iyer > wrote:
Hello Saratoga city council,

Yesterday's special meeting to discuss the housing plan was extremely disappointing to the
700+ owners who attended it and the 130+ who spoke up in the meeting. From the outset,
there was a clear bias to silence our voices by limiting us to 1 minute and not allowing folks
to speak again (I don't think that was the case in the December meeting for the Pierce Road
folks). Therefore, this is yet another data point to underscore the assertion that us folks

north of Cox are indeed treated as 2nd class citizens of Saratoga.

@Mary-Lynn - your comment last night to protect the Bagel shop owner didn't go
unnoticed. I guess the voice of the thousands of homeowners living north of Cox and being
thrust with 90+% of the new homes doesn't matter to you - since the homes aren't in your
neighborhood. Your discrimination and bias against us are pretty evident now and we look
forward to the end of your term in the city council.

@Yan - appreciate the effort to spread the density around, but moving stuff from Saratoga
Ave to Gateway doesn't solve the core issue. You will still have 90+% of the development
north of Cox. 

@Rishi - you were probably the only voice of reason asking to evaluate more sites, but it
looks like the council has an agenda and they are marching forward anyway - with or
without you. Clearly the voices of 130+ people who spoke against this flawed plan didn't



matter but the few people who wanted to preserve the Bagel shop resulted in immediate
action from Tina.

BTW - the bagel shop can always move next door to Argonaut complex and you can use the
Compass Realty site for housing but I guess common sense doesn't work here since the
council is hell bent on discrimination and protecting the Saratoga elite.

Finally, it is abundantly clear that Saratoga is not going to be united here. Maybe it's time to
look at partitioning Saratoga into districts and getting rid of the at-large elections so that we
can have a legitimate voice in the council and put an end to the decades of discrimination
and marginalization against folks living north of Cox.

Thanks
Karthick



From: Rishi Kumar
To: Britt Avrit
Subject: Fwd: Tonight’s meeting
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 1:50:23 PM

For public record 

-Follow me on Twitter for the latest update.

--
Rishi Kumar
Saratoga City Councilmember
Rkumar@saratoga.ca.us  ||  408 805 5993
Facebook.com/voteRishi || @Rishikumar1

Begin forwarded message:

From: Dory Albert <
Date: January 10, 2022 at 9:34:38 AM PST
To: rishi1@gmail.com
Subject: Tonight’s meeting

Hi Rishi ,
Thank you for alerting neighbors to tonight’s meeting . I appreciate your stand on
Sacramento , and I agree with it . For now , however , the HD plan must be dealt
with at a local level. We have a hard deadline .
Folks are very upset on how this whole process of allocation got shoved onto
Saratoga Ave -at the last minute . Close to 60 percent of new builds were pushed
there - with 0 south of Cox at Saratoga Sunnyvale . Nothing in the village . It’s an
inequitable plan , indeed . 
I think we try to hash out a more spread out solution , get it on a postcard to
residents before the Jan 19 meeting . That may mean a focus group of concerned
neighbors to help figure this out .
Time is of the essence here 
City council members play a crucial role . We can figure this out together .
My thoughts .
Dory 

Sent from my iPhone



From: Zile Wei
To: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay;

Planning
Subject: huge concerns about how city councils is handling the additional housing allocation
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 1:33:51 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

City Councils:

I avoid using "Dear" as a prefix, since I am very upset about how councils are setting up the 
meetings.

Last night Saratoga city council meeting was set up so that the north side Saratoga 
residents would fight with the south side. And city councils can deliver a nasty housing plan 
to our local community. That's a distraction to keep people from  focusing on preventing the 
city counsel from approving an unconstitutional housing plan.

First of all, there is no serious penalty for not complying with the new law. People have 
asked this city manager to describe the penalties multiple times and he gives non-
responses.  Saratoga residents heard that the city wants to build,  even if not required.

Saratoga is also allowed to trade its unit allocations to another city in the same county. Why 
don't we trade our requirements with San Jose in exchange for something else?

The state has already removed any real control from the city of Saratoga. Complying with 
the measure means essentially destroying the city as we know it. Why comply?

Will the city properly weigh the benefits versus risks of compliance versus non-compliance 
in a transparent way? I have a very concrete concern of what will happen if we comply with 
the law -- it will be devastating for all. But the risk of non-compliance is this abstract "loss of 
local control",   which sounds far less worse to me.  City council can no longer protect the 
people of Saratoga. Theses are my requests:

1. Saratoga city prepares for constitutional defense. The city should be paying for a 
constitutional scholar to prepare defenses for the city in the event the state tries to enforce 
or remove control from Saratoga for not complying with the housing element. 

2.   If Saratoga city council cannot do so due to its commitments to developers, then the 
people are willing to donate money for the preliminary legal strategy and notify the city 
council. 



The city should not be deferring to sandhill property development company legal counsel.

3.   If Saratoga city decides to push back against unlawful state authority, then the 
deadlines are irrelevant.  The courts will decide. If the city decides to proceed with 
development, then the city council is not defending our city.

4.   Saratoga does not need to win a lawsuit. It just needs to cause a sufficient delay to 
allow a political solution.

5.   Alternatively, Saratoga should engage in trade with San Jose so that San Jose absorbs 
the Saratoga housing allocations.  In view of the San Jose planning, this arrangement could 
benefit both cities, especially if Saratoga can add other incentives.

--
Zile



From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 9:53:24 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Vicki Kramer

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject High Density Housing Plan

Comments Hello,
Please redistribute the density of the housing needed to comply
with state requirements. Saratoga and Cox cannot absorb
additional traffic and pollution. Spill off and entry of the freeway is
heavy already. Please consider additional sites to those already
listed. I would also prefer to keep the projects to 3 stories. We
here in Saratoga have complied with every detail for our homes
down to which exact garage door is accepted, tree care etc. I
could not build a 2 story home on my lot when I was building due
to the rules. Now to accept a 4 story building which will be within
my view from Montrose Street, it is difficult to accept. I say this
with great respect and understanding of the task at hand.

In addition, can we also consider some mixed use areas? The
younger generation goes to Mountain View, Cupertino and Palo
Alto for restaurants. Would the city benefit by keeping us closer
to home for shopping, entertainment and dining?

Thank you to the Mayor and council members for their work in
this difficult situation. I know a creative solution can be found.
Vicki Kramer
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 10:23:17 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Marcia Fariss

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Housing locations

Comments Food for thought: If the Mountain Winery was being considered
for a 300 room hotel, why can't it be considered for housing?
Housing is less adversely impactful than a 300 room hotel!
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 12:58:46 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Ray and Donna Muzzy

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Saratoga Prospect Center should not be in Housing Element
RHNA Allocation

Comments
We have lived in Saratoga Prides Crossing for over 50 years and
do not want Saratoga Prospect Center to be considered as an
option in the Housing Element RHNA allocation. It is already
used by many local Saratoga groups.

Replacing the Center with extensive housing units would further
increase local traffic congestion along Prospect Road and
directly impact our Saratoga Prides Crossing residential
community.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 1:04:41 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Kristin Ficovich

Phone Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Subject Housing element

Comments

Dear Council members,
I live in the Seagull Way area of the Gateway. We do not have an
organized Homeowners association in the Gateway Area to
address this issue therefore people are unaware of this impact
on our neighborhood. Pushing the additional housing to the
Gateway in order to appease the residents around the 10 acre
pumpkin patch parcel is unfair. City Council is elected by all the
residents and should represent all the residents equitably. The
Gateway commercial lots are narrow and or short in depth.
Putting 3-4 story buildings so close to established housing is an
obvious lack of consideration and planning. Council members
supporting this plan should be ashamed of themselves for not
considering the impact. We shouldn’t have to flood you with
emails or speak at meetings for you to represent us but here we
are having to do so.
I realize Council has to address the state housing mandate. We
have known for years of this mandate yet Saratoga failed to
address it. Instead of making incremental changes over many
years, we are now faced to make major changes. The burden
needs to be shared equitably throughout the City by taking in to
account the size of lots available. I hope you will consider the
impacts of the Housing element on all of Saratoga’s citizens.
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to address my
concerns.
Sincerely,
Kristin Ficovich
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 1:32:34 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Kathy Zhao

Phone Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Subject Housing Element - it is unfair to dump all the extra units to the
Gateway area!!!

Comments I am a Saratoga resident north Cox. I attended the Housing
Element meeting last night. It was great to hear many neighbors’
voices and their thoughts and feelings about the Housing
Element proposal. Many people have expressed concerns that
northern Saratoga takes the majority of the hit in the proposal
while southern Saratoga only takes ~10% of the total units. A lot
of folks from Saratoga Woods and Cox/ Paseo Presada areas
voiced their anger and concern that it is unfair to load over 70%
of the units to Saratoga Ave and Cox / Paseo Presada areas.
Their voice got heard by the Mayor and council members.
However the new proposal by Council member Yan Zhao is to
increase the units allocated to the Gateway area from ~240 to
~400. This new proposal draft does not solve the inequitable
allocation of north vs south Saratoga at all. It is extremely unfair
to dump the extra units to the Gateway area as the traffic is
already heavy. Even worst, Council member Yan Zhao proposed
to increase the density of Gateway to the highest 30 units per
acre with all 4 story buildings. This will make the total number of
units to over 500 in one single area in Saratoga which is crazily
insane. The Gateway commercial lots are narrow and short in
dept. Putting 3-4 story buildings so close to the established
housing is an obvious lack of consideration and planning. Many
residents that spoke last night have proposed to consider the
Saratoga downtown area (the Village), pumpkin patch location
and the unused lands in southern Saratoga. These locations
should be added to the list to achieve a better balance between
north and south Saratoga.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 1:34:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Larry Liu

Phone Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Subject Housing element - please make an equitable plan to achieve a
better balance between North & South Saratoga

Comments I am a Saratoga resident north Cox. I attended the Housing
Element meeting last night. It was great to hear many neighbors’
voices and their thoughts and feelings about the Housing
Element proposal. Many people have expressed concerns that
northern Saratoga takes the majority of the hit in the proposal
while southern Saratoga only takes ~10% of the total units. A lot
of folks from Saratoga Woods and Cox/ Paseo Presada areas
voiced their anger and concern that it is unfair to load over 70%
of the units to Saratoga Ave and Cox / Paseo Presada areas.
Their voice got heard by the Mayor and council members.
However the new proposal by Council member Yan Zhao is to
increase the units allocated to the Gateway area from ~240 to
~400. This new proposal draft does not solve the inequitable
allocation of north vs south Saratoga at all. It is extremely unfair
to dump the extra units to the Gateway area as the traffic is
already heavy. Even worst, Council member Yan Zhao proposed
to increase the density of Gateway to the highest 30 units per
acre with all 4 story buildings. This will make the total number of
units to over 500 in one single area in Saratoga which is crazily
insane. The Gateway commercial lots are narrow and short in
dept. Putting 3-4 story buildings so close to the established
housing is an obvious lack of consideration and planning. Many
residents that spoke last night have proposed to consider the
Saratoga downtown area (the Village), pumpkin patch location
and the unused lands in southern Saratoga. These locations
should be added to the list to achieve a better balance between
north and south Saratoga.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 1:39:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Silphy Ou

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Housing Element Proposal

Comments I strong against Yan Zhao's proposal to increase the density of
Gateway to highest 30units/acre with 4 story which ends up more
than 500 units to be built there. This is insane! The area is
already traffic bottleneeck to all Saratoga and Los Gatos
residents. It's population is already high compare to other
Saratoga area. This will adversely impact current resident's daily
life. Please consider to keep the original plan to have ~10% of
the total unit built there.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 2:34:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Vivian Tseng

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Regarding Housing element 1/10/22 meeting

Comments Dear council members,

After the meeting last night watching Saratoga citizens voicing
out concerns about the possible results introduced by the CA
State mandate. I seriously don't think your goal is trying to fairly
spread out the impact. Your goal should be how to protect ALL
citizens from this unconstitutional (in my opinion) mandate. 

Council Rishi made a very good point that the city should reach
out to other cities struggling with the same issue for a resolution
to push back. I'm sure you all know how to do that. If you don't,
you're not fit for your job that we elect you to do and you should
resign and let someone else who can and willing to do that.

Thank you for your hard work.

Vivian Tseng
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 2:59:09 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name ROBERT TORCZYNER

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Observations - January 10 Special Meeting

Comments Difficult situation but your use of Opportunity Areas rather than a
systems approach which optimizes traffic, utilities, businesses
and transportation will result in gridlock, loss of property values
and destruction of Saratoga's character.

I suggest a top-down approach to determine optimum placement
of new housing units. This will mean purchasing space where the
new development will be safe and efficient. New higher density
housing must be near transportation. The current approach will
force our smart citizens (and this is a smart community) to use
Google maps to find the most efficient workarounds -- through
the small neighborhood streets causing very dangerous
situations.

Fight the new law's obvious flaws in court. Force the cities to
cooperate to efficiently place the units throughout the county. It is
a travesty that San Jose puts two massive development right at
one of our two major outlets. That coupled with your plan will
gridlock the city! Demand relief from the required number of units
based upon the construction proposed by San Jose at our
doorstep. We should get joint credit for those units!

Fight the law's lack of concurrent street improvement and money
to pay the city to purchase the appropriate properties upon which
to build and the cost of using underground parking to lower the
buildings' ultimate heights. Insist that adequate mass transit
return to this area.

The state has a huge surplus. Some of this must be applied to
the current problem. Push Back! Push Back! Push Back!!!



How can I help?

Respectfully,

Robert Torczyner
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 5:02:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Marcia Fariss

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Housing locations

Comments Yes, me again. It seems that most of you are unwilling to
consider alternate but viable locations for higher density housing.
Obviously more than 500 people are unhappy with your seeming
intransigence, to the detriment of a huge population of Saratoga.
I urge you to reconsider your positions and consider some of the
alternate locations proposed by the the 1-10-22 attendees.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 5:08:53 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name M Fariss

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Housing locations

Comments This might be a duplicate email. And yes, I'm writing again
because I'm becoming more and more troubled by several of
your intransigent stances for locations of higher density housing.
You're placing most of it in the highest population area of
Saratoga; an area already adversely impacted and to be made
worse with the El Paseo and CostCo projects. Housing needs to
be equally distributed throughout the City and several alternate
locations were presented at the 1-10-22 meeting; you appeared
to dismiss them without consideration. That is not right! There
are other viable areas for the mandated housing and I urge you
to reconsider your current positions and seriously reconsider
alternate locations.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 5:29:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name LoriAnn Tarter

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Housing Proposed for Saratoga Gateway area

Comments While I understand that Saratoga is struggling to find appropriate
locations for the state required housing, I am writing to you all to
express my deep concern and objection to the potential plan to
put 4 story multi-unit apartments in the Gateway area. My family
has lived in Saratoga for 25 years, and my husband's family lived
here for 25 years prior to that. The Gateway area was designed
to be an entrance into Saratoga, with a few shopping centers and
small businesses providing needed essentials to residents and
visitors. It has only been recently that some of these businesses-
especially restaurants--have enjoyed success in this part of
Saratoga. The residents finally found that "neighborhood feeling"
to gather at Peets, or enjoy Sushi at Sushi Heaven, KikoSushi
and Tamra Mediterranean restaurant. If the City allows such
massive housing to be built in this area, the community feel will
be gone. The traffic will become even more hazardous, and the
Gateway area of Saratoga that we live in will be eradicated. The
traffic on Saratoga-Sunnyvale, pre-COVID--was miserable during
the evening commute. You could not drive down the street to a
restaurant in less than 35 minutes at rush hour. The monstrous
buildings that have been built on Saratoga-Sunnyvale still stand
vacant and have ruined the look of the area. PLEASE look to
other locations to meet the state requirement. The Quito Center
which was once a vibrant neighborhood hub is now a ghost town.
Saratoga Bagels, and the VIP cleaners as well as the vet that is
on Saratoga-Sunnyvale is also a community hub. By putting in
high density housing in these areas, any hope of community for
this area of Saratoga will be gone forever. I know the opposition
to build on any remaining land in Saratoga is huge since
everyone wants to save the Heritage Orchard and the small
amount of open space, however it absolutely must be
considered. The Gateway neighborhood residents and the



residents near Heritage Orchard both want the same thing--to
preserve Saratoga, however you can't demolish existing
businesses to make room for such massive housing. Please
consider the people who live here, we are losing the
neighborhoods that we call home. By putting in so much
additional housing in large 4-story buildings, we will lose the last
of the important businesses and neighborhood connections that
we have left. We have lost so much of that already.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 6:54:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Nancy Yang

Phone Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Subject Please do not increase the units in the Gateway location Re:
Housing Element

Comments Dear Mayor and Council members, I recently heard that there is
a proposal to increase the density of low income housing in the
Gateway location. I strongly oppose this proposal. My kids go to
Cupertino schools everyday and Saratoga-Sunnyvale road is the
only street that I use to taker my kids to schools (2.7 miles to
Miller Middle and 2.9 Miles to Lynbrook High). If we add high
density housing it will completely ruin the traffic in Saratoga-
Sunnyvale Rd especially in the rush hours. It will also flood the
Cupertino schools with a lot more students. The traffic is already
very heavy now. If we build all 4 story buildings in this location, it
will make people's life nearby very miserable to send kids to
Cupertino schools. Not to mention that many people in Saratoga
use HW 85 to commute to work everyday. Please please do not
increase the housing units allocated to this location. Thank you
very much!
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 10:48:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name A Y

Phone Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Subject Please reject Housing Element Project

Comments Being a 25-year Saratoga resident, I oppose the housing element
project.

This is a propaganda pushed from Sacramento without well
communicating with cities, thus the fact is many cities around
have already raised issues and concerns, Saratoga city should
acknowledge the fact that the housing element project is not
welcomed by Saratoga real residents based on the comments
we have heard in the City council meetings and other occasions.

The opportunity sites that city recommend have already received
a lot of complaints because Saratoga is a well established
community, each change should consider carefully the inputs
from ALL stake holders including residents, city planning
commission, public utility providers, schools, fire and earthquake
hazard control and so on and so forth before identifying the sites.
Unfortunately, the city management just rushed to jump into
execution plan without showing the complete narratives to
support their decisions and picks which disappointed residents. 

The fact is people are leaving California, it is baseless to build
more housing to satisfy a political decision without local support.
There is no point to take advantage of a well established city like
Saratoga to make residents suffer for a goal to divide people and
destroy communities. If there are sufficient evidences to support
the agenda to build more new housing, we should not destroy the
existing community including small businesses, instead we
should consider to build new cities and new communities in the
under-developed area (like mountain area) to grow the
residential area rather than build high density housing to make
current and future residents suffer. 



The fact is people know it is definitely profitable for builders and
politicians to develop new housing projects no matter what kind
of slogan they used. Since people know the truth, please reject
such an unconstitutional housing mandate by scarifying the
residents’ rights and losing local control. Here I would like to
request you to stand firm to resist the housing mandate from
state because you were elected by Saratoga residents, not state
officials. Even state could threaten Saratoga to lose certain
potential local control while not complying with housing mandate,
but the fact is they have already taken away local control by
using housing mandate. If we don’t fight back, they will take more
and more rights from us, please let Sacramento hear our voices.

Any council member who supports the housing element project
without fighting back to the state does not represent me and my
family, and won’t get our support and vote in the future. Please
stand for the real voices of Saratoga residents, that’s why you
were elected to represent us to supervise City operations.

Sincerely,

Saratoga resident
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 11:32:03 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Miao Wang

Phone Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Subject Field not completed.

Comments
As a Saratoga resident, I strongly oppose to build the low income
high density affordable buildings in our community. No matter
where the buildings are, it is unconstitutional plan and
devastating for all. 

We rely on city council members to fight back such
unconstitutional plan. I am very disappointed to see that the
people are divided and are fighting for where to build. Such
unconstitutional plan should be pushed back completely. To
represent the benefit of Saratoga residents - as why we vote for
you, please consider hiring a constitutional scholar to prepare
defenses for the city in the event the state tries to enforce or
remove control from Saratoga for not complying with the housing
element. 

We will organize to support the council member who fight for our
benefit. I will not support the council member who supports the
plan in any future elections and I know there are a big group of
people like me doing the same. 

Email Subscription Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.



From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 5:52:21 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Paula Rochelle

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Field not completed.

Comments Distribute housing across all areas of Saratoga. not just north of
Cox Avenue. Prospect/Saratoga site with 700 housing units will
have a huge negative impact on Prospect High School. Share
the load across the whole community and all schools. WE are a
community of privilege and need to share the housing load
equally.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 6:48:34 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Bennett Wilburn

Phone Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Subject Field not completed.

Comments Definitely not happy with the low income housing proposals.
These should be fairly and evenly distributed, not concentrated in
one small area.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 8:58:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Jimmy Han

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Housing plan

Comments I think Gateway is a better place than Saratoga Ave to build more
high density houses. It is near Saratoga-Sunnyvale Rd and
Prospect Rd, both are center divided two lane roads, and is close
to Hwy85 exit. So it will have much less traffic impact on
Saratoga residents. I support the alternative plan proposed by
council Zhao that increases units in Gateway to 547 and reduces
unit at Saratoga Ave to 146.

Email Subscription Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.



From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 10:53:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Nilesh Parate

Phone Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Subject Housing Element: I oppose any change in density in Village East
area

Comments The Village East area already has too much traffic and as a
nearby resident, I oppose any increase in density.

Email Subscription Unsubscribe
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:36:06 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Vijay Rajasekaran

Phone Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Subject Housing development plan

Comments Question on why sites like Heritage Orchard (next to Library) and
West valley college site. I believe the zoning laws have changed
to consider agriculture lands for residential purpose. Please
explain? Further with your plan was there any study on traffic
congestion on Saratoga Ave, prospect & school getting over
crowded. Also will the residents tax increase to pay for thee new
housing? 

Thanks,
Vijay

Email Subscription Subscribe

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.



From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:49:45 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Peter Boulton

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Housing Element proposal for Jan 10 6pm meeting

Comments I've had some time to reflect on the Jan 10th meeting. I attended
from the beginning until 12:30am when it was winding down. I
was greatly disappointed with the outcome or I should say the
lack of any outcome. It was clear the council was not going to
expand the number of opportunity sites. It was not going to
reconsider any of the previous sites removed for consideration. I
was most appalled over the special protection given to the bagel
shop causing all of the Argonaut Center to be removed for
consideration. 

My recommendations are:
1. Spare the Safeway side of the Argonaut Center as it's the only
grocery store for miles around and make the bagel shop/vet/day
spa/realty side a low income opportunity site. 
2. I still think it is a mistake not to allocate a portion of the
heritage orchard as a site. Ownership approval is within your
control (you own it), the library being there is a plus, very little
housing nearby, and by its size the development can be
aesthetically designed. 
3. The downtown area has always been starved for viable
businesses so I'd replace some of the businesses with housing
generating built in customers.
4. I would accept Council member Zhoa's proposal to lower the
density of the Pumpkin Patch and increase the East Village
density.

A few other issues were not considered in the meeting by holding
to only the 9 opportunity sites. 
1. The impact imbalance to the 3 school districts was avoided. It
is clear the proposal pushes the impacts primarily to Cupertino
and Campbell school districts. 



2. The conversion of entire gateway to housing will push out 2
child care centers. Where will existing and newly arriving parents
find daycare? A larger demand will compete for fewer centers
further away.

Peter Boulton

Email Subscription Subscribe
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:53:27 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Jonathan Swann

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Concern about traffic in proposed Housing update

Comments Please consider spreading new development across all of
Saratoga and not just concentrate in a small area North of 85.
This will minimize effects on traffic and also balance kids across
school districts. Please also consider repurposing sites like
Heritage Orchard and other open land for this purpose. Thanks!
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From: jenny chen
To: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay;

Planning
Subject: oppose building the high density affordable buildings in Saratoga
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 11:07:30 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear Saratoga council members,
As a Saratoga resident, I strongly oppose building the low income high density affordable
buildings in our community. 

We rely on city council members to fight back such unconstitutional plans. I am very
disappointed to see that the people are divided and are fighting for where to build. Such an
unconstitutional plan should be pushed back completely. To represent the benefit of Saratoga
residents - as why we vote for you, please consider hiring some constitutional experts to
prepare defenses for the city in the event the state tries to enforce or remove control from
Saratoga for not complying with the housing element. 

We will organize to support the council members who fight for our benefits. I will not support
the council member who supports the plan in any future elections and I know there are a big
group of people like me doing the same. 

Best Regards,
Jenny Chen



From: liqi zou
To: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay;

Planning; Debbie Pedro
Subject: oppose to build low income high density affordable buildings in Village East, Saratoga
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 3:21:57 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Hi, my dear city council members and planning,   

My name is Liqi Zou and I'm a Saratoga resident. I'm writing to share my opinion on opposing
building low-income high-density affordable buildings in our community, especially the
Village East site. We like the small-town atmosphere of the downtown area. My family likes
to take a stroll down the road and like to visit the small local businesses in downtown. We also
used to see lots of younger members of our community get off from school and walk on the
street safely. If we build low-income and high-density building(s) in that area, we would see
crowds added to the traffic in the area. I would be concerned with the safety of our students
walking on and crossing the streets. I also would worry about our local businesses losing their
image of boutiqueness. 

I urge our council members to fight for our benefits. I have heard there were pressures from
the State, however, this is our own city and we, as the residents, should make our own
decision.   

Thanks for your attention!

Sincerely

-- Liqi Zou
a Saratoga resident



From: Minghao Cui
To: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay;

Planning; Debbie Pedro
Subject: oppose to put units at Village East
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 3:49:12 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear city council members, city manager, and planning department

My name is Minghao Cui, and a resident of Saratoga. My wife and I heard from our friends
that the City council is considering adding more high-density units to our
neighborhoods around Village East. This proposal will more than double the # of units there
and we will have 4 story structures coming up. 

Adding any units here will lead to a significant increase in traffic on already crowded roads
which is not acceptable (Big basin way through the village, Saratoga ave from Fire station to
the library, and Sunnyvale-Saratoga road are all crowded esp during school/commute hours).
Any emergency evacuation (being in the high-impact wildfire zone) will create bottlenecks
esp around the intersection of big basin way/saratoga ave/Sunnyvale Saratoga Road. I'm afraid
the high-density housing in this location will take away businesses from our town. We will not
see a beautiful Saratoga as it used to be. 

I urge you, city councils, not to approve any high-density units at Village East. 

Thanks for your time!

Sincerely
-- Minghao Cui
A Saratoga Resident



From: Wenchao Tong
To: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay;

Planning
Subject: Opposed to the proposal of adding units in the Village East
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 11:42:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Hi Saratoga City Councils,

I am a Saratoga resident and I am deeply concerned about the proposal to add units in the
Village East. This area is already high density. The traffic here is extremely crowded as it's
near the school. 

Adding units here will make the traffic much much worse. The firefighters will be blocked
here when an emergency happens. The big basin way here is the only entry/exit to/from the
mountain area for many families. We all know there is higher fire risk near the mountain
compared to other sites (e.g. near the city boundary). When a fire emergency happens, this
place will become the bottleneck and we will have very SEVERE consequences.

Please DO NOT add more units to the Saratoga Village. This is very dangerous to our
residents.

Thanks,

-- 
Wenchao Tong | Software Engineer | 



From: Yongbing Chen
To: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay;

Planning
Subject: Please consider not to build more units at Village East
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 9:16:47 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear all council members , clerk , city manager  and planning department

As we know, Saratoga city council reviewed the proposal of sites being considered to address
the state mandated housing units in a Zoom call.  We did not get notify of the meeting but
understand the updates are here: https://www.saratoga.ca.us/499/Housing-Element-Update, 
https://legistarweb-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1202111/Attachment_B_-
_Housing_Opportunity_Sites_corrected.pdf. 

Previously there were units proposed in the Village East (opposite to the fire station).  Then
without letting the residents know, City council continued to consider an alternative proposal
to transfer the housing units from other neighborhoods to Village East. This proposal will
more than double the # of units there and we will have 4 story structures coming up. I have to
say that it is very dangerous for the high buildings because our district is a high risk
earthquake zone.

Moreover, adding any units here will lead to significant increase in traffic on already crowded
roads which is not acceptable (Big basin way through the village, Saratoga ave from Fire
station to the library and Sunnyvale-Saratoga road are all crowded during school/commute
hours). Any emergency evacuation (being in the high impact wildfire zone) will create
bottlenecks around the intersection of big basin way/saratoga ave/Sunnyvale Saratoga Road.

Village area already has higher density than the rest of the other neighborhoods. We need
more interesting businesses to come instead of high density housing taking away the existing
commercial buildings and businesses. 

For these reasons, I urge you not to agree to build any units at Village East. 

Thanks for your time and consideration.

Yongbing
 Resident of Saratoga  Oaks Village



From: Morgan Li
To: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay;

Planning
Subject: Please consider NOT to put units at Village east! Much appreciated!
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 9:40:12 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear all council members, clerk, city manager and planning department,

Last evening, Saratoga city council reviewed the proposal of sites being considered to address the state mandated
housing units in a Zoom call. We did not get notify of the meeting but understand the updates are
here: https://www.saratoga.ca.us/499/Housing-Element-Update, 
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1202111/Attachment_B_-
_Housing_Opportunity_Sites_corrected.pdf. 

Previously there were units proposed in the Village East (opposite to the fire station).  Then without letting the
residents know, City council continued to consider an alternative proposal to transfer the housing units from other
neighborhoods to Village East. This proposal will more than double the # of units there and we will have 4 story
structures coming up. There was also a thought to consider having multi-family units also. 

Adding any units here will lead to significant increase in traffic on already crowded roads which is not acceptable
(Big basin way through the village, Saratoga ave from Fire station to the library and Sunnyvale-Saratoga road are
all crowded esp during school/commute hours). Any emergency evacuation (being in the high impact wildfire zone)
will create bottlenecks esp around the intersection of big basin way/saratoga ave/Sunnyvale Saratoga Road.
Honestly, this is where the blackout happens the most each year!

Village area already has higher density than the rest of the other neighborhoods. We need more interesting
businesses to come instead of high density housing taking away the existing commercial buildings and
businesses. This is also close to the high fire zone area.

I urge you not to build any units at Village East. My family enjoys the current environment here in the village,
please do not take this away from us. 

-- 
Sincerely, 
Morgan Li, Resident of Saratoga Village

  



From: Lee Frank
To: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay;

Planning
Subject: Please consider NOT to put units at Village east, thank you!
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 9:37:39 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear all council members , clerk, city manager and planning department,

Last evening, Saratoga city council reviewed the proposal of sites being considered to address the state mandated
housing units in a Zoom call. We did not get notify of the meeting but understand the updates are
here: https://www.saratoga.ca.us/499/Housing-Element-Update, 
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1202111/Attachment_B_-
_Housing_Opportunity_Sites_corrected.pdf. 

Previously there were units proposed in the Village East (opposite to the fire station).  Then without letting the
residents know, City council continued to consider an alternative proposal to transfer the housing units from other
neighborhoods to Village East. This proposal will more than double the # of units there and we will have 4 story
structures coming up. There was also a thought to consider having multi-family units also. 

Adding any units here will lead to significant increase in traffic on already crowded roads which is not acceptable
(Big basin way through the village, Saratoga ave from Fire station to the library and Sunnyvale-Saratoga road are
all crowded esp during school/commute hours). Any emergency evacuation (being in the high impact wildfire zone)
will create bottlenecks esp around the intersection of big basin way/saratoga ave/Sunnyvale Saratoga Road.

Village area already has higher density than the rest of the other neighborhoods. We need more interesting
businesses to come instead of high density housing taking away the existing commercial buildings and
businesses. This is also close to the high fire zone area.

I urge you not to build any units at Village East. My family enjoys the current environment here in the village,
please do not take this away from us. 

Frank, Resident of Saratoga Village



From: Lee Yvonne
To: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay;

Planning
Subject: Please consider NOT to put units at Village east, thank you!
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 12:00:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear all council members , clerk, city manager and planning department,

Last evening, Saratoga city council reviewed the proposal of sites being considered to address the state mandated
housing units in a Zoom call. We did not get notify of the meeting but understand the updates are
here: https://www.saratoga.ca.us/499/Housing-Element-Update, 
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1202111/Attachment_B_-
_Housing_Opportunity_Sites_corrected.pdf. 

Previously there were units proposed in the Village East (opposite to the fire station).  Then without letting the
residents know, City council continued to consider an alternative proposal to transfer the housing units from other
neighborhoods to Village East. This proposal will more than double the # of units there and we will have 4 story
structures coming up. There was also a thought to consider having multi-family units also. 

Adding any units here will lead to significant increase in traffic on already crowded roads which is not acceptable
(Big basin way through the village, Saratoga ave from Fire station to the library and Sunnyvale-Saratoga road are
all crowded esp during school/commute hours). Any emergency evacuation (being in the high impact wildfire zone)
will create bottlenecks esp around the intersection of big basin way/saratoga ave/Sunnyvale Saratoga Road.

Village area already has higher density than the rest of the other neighborhoods. We need more interesting
businesses to come instead of high density housing taking away the existing commercial buildings and
businesses. This is also close to the high fire zone area.

I urge you not to build any units at Village East. My family enjoys the current environment here in the village,
please do not take this away from us. 

Yvonne, Resident of Saratoga Village



From: Dan Tian
To: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay;

Planning
Subject: Please consider not to put units at Village east
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 9:12:51 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear all council members , clerk , city manager  and planning department

As we know, Saratoga city council reviewed the proposal of sites being considered to address
the state mandated housing units in a Zoom call.  We did not get notify of the meeting but
understand the updates are here: https://www.saratoga.ca.us/499/Housing-Element-Update, 
https://legistarweb-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1202111/Attachment_B_-
_Housing_Opportunity_Sites_corrected.pdf. 

Previously there were units proposed in the Village East (opposite to the fire station).  Then
without letting the residents know, City council continued to consider an alternative proposal
to transfer the housing units from other neighborhoods to Village East. This proposal will
more than double the # of units there and we will have 4 story structures coming up. I have to
say that it is very dangerous for the high buildings because our district is a high risk
earthquake zone.

Moreover, adding any units here will lead to significant increase in traffic on already crowded
roads which is not acceptable (Big basin way through the village, Saratoga ave from Fire
station to the library and Sunnyvale-Saratoga road are all crowded during school/commute
hours). Any emergency evacuation (being in the high impact wildfire zone) will create
bottlenecks around the intersection of big basin way/saratoga ave/Sunnyvale Saratoga Road.

Village area already has higher density than the rest of the other neighborhoods. We need
more interesting businesses to come instead of high density housing taking away the existing
commercial buildings and businesses. 

For these reasons, I urge you not to agree to build any units at Village East. 

Thanks for your time and consideration.

Dan Tian
 Resident of Saratoga  Oaks Village



From: cindy wu
To: Britt Avrit; James Lindsay; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Planning; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Yan

Zhao
Subject: Please consider not to put units at Village east
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 3:13:00 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear all council members , clerk , city manager  and planning department

Last evening, Saratoga city council reviewed the proposal of sites being considered to address
the state mandated housing units in a Zoom call.  We did not get notify of the meeting but
understand the updates are here: https://www.saratoga.ca.us/499/Housing-Element-Update, 
https://legistarweb-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1202111/Attachment_B_-
_Housing_Opportunity_Sites_corrected.pdf. 

Previously there were units proposed in the Village East (opposite to the fire station).  Then
without letting the residents know, City council continued to consider an alternative proposal
to transfer the housing units from other neighborhoods to Village East. This proposal will
more than double the # of units there and we will have 4 story structures coming up. There
was also a thought to consider having multi-family units also. 

Adding any units here will lead to significant increase in traffic on already crowded roads
which is not acceptable (Big basin way through the village, Saratoga ave from Fire station to
the library and Sunnyvale-Saratoga road are all crowded esp during school/commute hours).
Any emergency evacuation (being in the high impact wildfire zone) will create bottlenecks esp
around the intersection of big basin way/saratoga ave/Sunnyvale Saratoga Road.

Village area already has higher density than the rest of the other neighborhoods. We need
more interesting businesses to come instead of high density housing taking away the existing
commercial buildings and businesses. This is also close to the high fire zone area.

I urge you not to build any units at Village East. My family enjoy the current environment
here in the village please do not take this away from us. 

william, Resident of Saratoga Village



From: Cecilia Liu
To: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay;

Planning
Subject: Please DO NOT put more units at Village east and downtown
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:16:31 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear all council members, clerk, city manager  and planning department,

I attended our city council meeting, Saratoga city council reviewed the proposal of
sites being considered to address the state mandated housing units in the Zoom
call. I have heard besides Village East, downtown's Gas Station, Buy and Save,
Office center next to Bell Tower Cafe, Village parking lots are all under
consideration. This will add up to 350 total around village/downtown area. This is
totally INEQUITABLE and UNACCEPTABLE, 

Downtown/village area are small area. With existing condo and townhomes, the
density is already high, traffic is very bad all year around. There were already
crimes in downtown area. The density in village/downtown area is already higher
than other Saratoga neighborhoods. Adding more units is totally UNFAIR to current
residents in this area and will make current residents' life miserable. This can cause
higher crime rate, even worse traffic, air pollute. Please don't make density
suffering current residents suffer more!  Also, downtown/village are close to the
mountain which is close wildfire zone area not suitable for more high density units.

Please do not add more units to downtown/village area!

-Cecilia



From: Eva Lu
To: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay;

Planning
Subject: Please not to put units at Village east
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 12:52:49 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Dear all council members , clerk , city manager  and planning department

Last evening, Saratoga city council reviewed the proposal of sites being considered to
address the state mandated housing units in a Zoom call.  We did not get notify of the
meeting but understand the updates are here: https://www.saratoga.ca.us/499/Housing-
Element-Update, 
https://legistarweb-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1202111/Attachment_B_-
_Housing_Opportunity_Sites_corrected.pdf. 

Previously there were units proposed in the Village East (opposite to the fire station).  Then
without letting the residents know, City council continued to consider an alternative
proposal to transfer the housing units from other neighborhoods to Village East. This
proposal will more than double the # of units there and we will have 4 story structures
coming up. There was also a thought to consider having multi-family units also. 

Adding any units here will lead to significant increase in traffic on already crowded roads
which is not acceptable (Big basin way through the village, Saratoga ave from Fire station
to the library and Sunnyvale-Saratoga road are all crowded esp during school/commute
hours). Any emergency evacuation (being in the high impact wildfire zone) will create
bottlenecks esp around the intersection of big basin way/saratoga ave/Sunnyvale Saratoga
Road.

Village area already has higher density than the rest of the other neighborhoods. We need
more interesting businesses to come instead of high density housing taking away the
existing commercial buildings and businesses. 

I urge you not to build any units at Village East. My family enjoy the current environment
here in the village please do not take this away from us. 

Thanks

Eva (Resident in Saratoga Village)



From: Tina Walia
To: Andy Yu; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Kookie Fitzsimmons; mlbernal@saratoga.ca.us
Cc: Don Zonic; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: "No" on city"s proposed housing plan
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:18:34 AM

Hello Andy,
 
Thank you for your comments on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in
the record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at which Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with Council. You can access the January 19
meeting by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Andy Yu <
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:47 PM
To: Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao <yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons
<kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; mlbernal@saratoga.ca.us
<mlbernal@saratoga.ca.us>
Cc: Don Zonic <
Subject: "No" on city's proposed housing plan
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Hi All Saratoga City Council members,

My name is Andy Yu and I am a Saratoga resident for more than 30 years.

I am writing to all of you to let you know that the current city's plan to put most of the
required new residences in area north of Cox Avenue is not fair to the residents around that
area.



If this is a state mandate, then the city council should develop a plan to have these housing
distributed more evenly throughout the city.

I vote "No" to the city's current unfair plan.

Best regards,
Andy Yu



From: Tina Walia
To: Steve Morrow; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao
Cc: Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro; James Lindsay
Subject: Re: Comments on Saratoga Housing Element Update
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 2:13:36 AM

Hello Stephen,
 
Thank you for your feedback on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in the
record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., where Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Steve Morrow 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 11:19 PM
To: Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Re: Comments on Saratoga Housing Element Update
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Thank you James Lindsay for the clarification about protecting commercial property from SB35, and
that Mixed Use can be turned into 100% housing without City approval.

Let’s be smart about this. There are ways of working with this.  We don’t need to be steamrolled by
ridiculous state requirements.  

Here’s just one example.

Subdivide properties.  I’m talking about Argonaut, Quito Center, Pumpkin Patch, Gateway, others



too.

Make a portion of each Commercial.  Let a portion be mixed use.  Use this zoning as leverage with
developers to negotiate a solution that is good for the city.  

Please, don’t approve the current plan.  There are so many good ideas left unexplored.  You have a
community with a tremendous amount of brainpower and legal expertise.  This is not the best plan. 
Open it up and entertain new ideas.  James has done a good job.  He can do better with the
community behind him helping.

Thank you,
Stephen Morrow

> On Jan 10, 2022, at 7:45 PM, Steve Morrow < wrote:
> 
> Dear Saratoga City Council members,
> 
> After listening to the first portion of tonight’s council meeting, some new issues have come up for
me.  
> 
> It seems that the council is not considering revisiting decisions that were made previously, and in a
very different environment than exists today.  The decision to keep Argonaut/Safeway as purely
commercial may have seemed wise at the time, but why is that being taken as a given?  The
conditions that existed at the time of that decision have changed.  Does it not make more sense to
keep a sensible amount of mixed use land distributed throughout our town?  One of the big problems
generated by adding housing is the additional parking required and traffic generated.  Mixed use
allows for more walking, thereby reducing traffic and parking needs.  
> 
> Would it not be far more reasonable to consider the Quito Center, Pumpkin Patch, Gateway, and
Argonaut properties all to be mixed use?  Not only would that more equitably distribute additional
housing around our town, it would actually help to reduce the overall impact on our town by creating
more local resources, and less of a need for parking and automobile trips. 
> 
> Thank you,
> Stephen Morrow
> 
> 
> 
>> On Jan 10, 2022, at 6:51 PM, Stephen Morrow  wrote:
>> 
>> Dear Saratoga City Council members,
>> 
>> What makes a community?  I would propose, that a sense of community is created by many
things, with one important element being a sense of shared experience.  Of having neighbors we care
about, and being able to share in both the good and the challenging things that are happening around
us. 
>> 
>> The proposed Housing Element Update contains significant inequities in the distribution of
additional and higher density housing.  This much is fact, and you’ve received many comments that
make this point clear, and that show clearly how much of an additional burden is being placed in the
northern portion of Saratoga.  I won’t go into the specifics here, as the facts of this have been made



very clear by hundreds of other residents’ comments. 
>> 
>> The question I have for you is if you want your legacy to be that you added to the divisiveness in
our town.  That you sat by and allowed powerful interests to create a plan that concentrates
development in a small portion of the city, thereby creating a huge divide in our community. 
Creating inequities in the distribution of housing will absolutely serve to divide us.  
>> 
>> It is true that NIMBY means that nobody wants significant development in their own
neighborhood.  As you are painfully aware, the housing additions are being forced on us by the State
of California.  We can’t say no to change.  What we can do is to ensure that the way Saratoga
addresses this challenge treats everyone with respect.  That the changes are absorbed by our
community in a way that creates a shared experience.  In a way that doesn’t pit neighborhoods
against one another.  In a way that means the majority of people in our community feel impacted in a
fair and equitable way. 
>> 
>> I urge you to think beyond what seems easy to do today, and look forward to what will help our
community survive, thrive, and remain as a community that values all of our neighborhoods, and that
helps us create a shared experience that will enhance our future as a community that cares about one
another.
>> 
>> Thank you,
>> Stephen Morrow
>> 
>> Saratoga, CA. 95070
>> Saratoga homeowner for 18 years (since 2004)
>> 
> 



From: Tina Walia
To: Asim Husain; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; rkumar@saratoga.cs.us
Cc: James Lindsay; Crystal Bothelio; Britt Avrit; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: Construction of new apartments in Saratoga
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:16:29 AM

Hello Asim,
 
Thank you for your thoughts on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in the
record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at which Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with Council. You can access the January 19
meeting by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Asim Husain 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 3:56 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan
Zhao <yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>; rkumar@saratoga.cs.us <rkumar@saratoga.cs.us>
Subject: Construction of new apartments in Saratoga
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Dear members,

I want to express my opinion regarding this construction. I am totally opposed to this
construction.
It will destroy all the beauty of this city because of which I purchased my house. Also this
construction will increase law and order problem.

I live at , Saratoga. My phone is 



Asim Husain



From: Tina Walia
To: m; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Kookie Fitzsimmons
Cc: James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: High Density Housing at Cox/Saratoga Ave and Mcfarland/Saratoga Ave
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:31:51 AM

Hello Holly and Curtis,
 
Thank you for your comments on the Housing Element Update, they will be included in the record.
On January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., Council will further consider the Housing
Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with Council. You can access the January 19
meeting by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: holly@hollyanderson2.com <
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 7:05 PM
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan
Zhao <yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Tina Walia
<twalia@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: High Density Housing at Cox/Saratoga Ave and Mcfarland/Saratoga Ave
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Dear City Council Members,                                                                                      1-11-2022
 

My name is Holly Anderson and I’ve been living in Saratoga/McFarland/Cox Avenue
for 27 years and I do not want high-density housing in my area. Please do not build the bulk of
the housing in my neighborhood which is at Saratoga/McFarland/Cox Avenue. You are
planning over 800 units which are too many and too dense and unfair that my neighborhood
gets stuck with the majority of Saratoga’s housing requirements.  The low-income high-
density housing should be distributed fairly across Saratoga.



 
You will ruin our lovely, low-stress, beautiful, neighborhood. If you put in all these units our
quiet environment becomes loud, polluted, crowded, and unsafe.  Please do not take away the
quality of living on our property.
 
 
 
Thank you,
Mr. Curtis Anderson
Mrs. Holly Anderson
 





From: Rishi Kumar
To: bob rayl
Cc: Britt Avrit
Subject: Re: Housing Development
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 5:58:45 PM

Bob 
No it is not as of today

-Follow me on Twitter for the latest update.

--
Rishi Kumar
Saratoga City Councilmember
Rkumar@saratoga.ca.us  ||  408 805 5993
Facebook.com/voteRishi || @Rishikumar1

On Jan 11, 2022, at 4:41 PM, bob > wrote:

Mr. Kumar, know you are busy and hope the CC meeting ended at a reasonable
hour. Quick question, is the city owned property on Prospect (neighborhood
center) being considered for future housing? I cannot find it listed in the most
current properties to be considered for possible housing development, re: city’s
general plan review. Someone delivered to our home a  written notice indicating
that the Prospect property is listed as a potential site for housing development.
True?  (Former P&R Director, Coty of Los Altos (ret).
Thank you for your honest public service.

Sent from my iPhone



From: Tina Walia
To: Brad Paulsen
Cc: Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro; James Lindsay
Subject: Re: Housing Element
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 2:11:38 AM

Hello Brad,
 
Thank you for your feedback on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in the
record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., where Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can also learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element
Newsletter to receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Brad Paulsen 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 11:53 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Housing Element
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Mayor,

In the meeting this evening the Argonaut site was said to sacred and yet it still seems to be
vulnerable to SB35 or SB828 tactics. 

James and yourself seem to still ignore the additional commercial land at Compass realty
at 12772 Saratoga -Sunnyvale Rd why is this also sacred? Why can’t this site be
considered?

It is also unclear why Saratoga’s number last element was 450 and this time it’s 1700.
What’s next 3500?  We have no where to go in this scenario. Also I believe >90% of



California cities missed their Element numbers this go around. Are all cities paying a
“severe penalty” as a consequence?  This is crazy. 

The law is unworkable and cities need to pushback!  

Regards,

Brad Paulsen 
Brooks Neighborhood Lead

Sent from my iPhone



From: Tina Walia
To: Karthick Iyer; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald
Cc: Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro; James Lindsay
Subject: Re: housing element
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 2:07:50 AM

Hello Karthick,
 
Thank you for your feedback on the Housing Element Update. On January 19, 2022 City Council
Meeting at 7:00 p.m., Council will further consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can also learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element
Newsletter to receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Karthick Iyer <
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 9:29 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne Bernald
<mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: housing element
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Given that our time for public comments were cut down to 1 minute, here is my full 3-minute
speech for your record.

My name is Karthick Iyer and I have lived in Saratoga for 6 years. When I tell Saratogans
that I live on Brookglen Dr - the response was “oh, but you are not in proper Saratoga”. My
experience (just like so many others) is that if you aren’t in the part of the city served by
SUSD, you are an outcast.

The word “marginalization” is defined as the treatment of a person, group, or concept as



insignificant or peripheral. The word “discrimination” is defined as the unjust treatment of
different categories of people or things. The current housing plan reeks of marginalization
and discrimination for those of us living north of Cox.

90+% of the proposed housing lies north of Cox Avenue, effectively burdening a small
percentage of the population vs having the entire community share the load. What the
planning commission and city council have done is to effectively push all of the high-density
housing on the northern part of the city, so that the “proper Saratogans” are not impacted -
the message seems to be “screw the 25%, they are 2nd class citizens since they don't
attend Saratoga schools”.

Another big discrepancy is the allocation of the new homes by school districts. Saratoga
school district currently serves approx. 59% of the city population - however, only 9% of the
new housing will go to Saratoga schools. You all marched for racial equality, inclusion and
diversity. However, for the healthcare workers or teachers who move into these new
homes, the message is “we don’t want you living near us or your kids attending our
schools, join the 2nd class citizens on the edge of the city”. Looks like Saratoga schools are
for Purebloods only (that's a Harry Potter reference btw). For all the high-tech execs who
live in Saratoga and post in social media about equality, inclusion and diversity, why are
you not practicing what you preach?

To the city council members - you folks took an oath to serve “all of Saratoga” - not just
Pierce Road or Allendale Ave. If your position is that you only care about the folks in your
neighborhood and contributed to your campaign, you are no different from our 45th
president who said it's ok for folks in blue states to die from Covid. If this were a public
company, people would been fired for blatant discrimination or their incompetency for
coming up with this hare-brained proposal - actually Bugs Bunny could have done a better
job than the planning commission. There would be multitude of lawsuits filed on breach of
ethics, marginalization, discrimination and lack of transparency. Lawsuits are still possible if
the council decides to go ahead even with this flawed plan - yes, even the revised one.
Please put back sites like the bagel shop complex, Argonaut, parking lots in the Village and
other sites within SUSD boundaries. Stop pandering to special interests and do your job.
There is an old saying  “Compare yourself to others not by money but by character”.. the
true character of council members will be exposed tonight. Let's all share the load and be
fair to all Saratogans.

Thank you!
Karthick



From: Tina Walia
To: c t; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao
Cc: James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: Housing unit s at Cox and Saratoga Ave
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:17:32 AM

Hello Carole,
 
Thank you for your comments on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in
the record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at which Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with Council. You can access the January 19
meeting by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: caroleslife@comcast.net 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:13 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Housing unit s at Cox and Saratoga Ave
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Good Afternoon,

I am writing this Letter to oppose the planned building at Cox and Saratoga Avenue. As an 18 year
resident of the Vineyards note that our properties have 13 units per acre. The proposed for this site is
30 units per acre which is absolutely ridiculous!  We certainly cannot handle an increase in traffic on
Saratoga Avenue nor do we want dense housing that’s four stories high. I hope you will reconsider
and revise approval for this property. With other proposed building within a mile (Quito Center and
ElmPaseo) and a proposal for Costco at Lawrence and Prospect it will become a nightmare!!!!



I would attend tonite but an dealing with my Mom in ICU.  

Carole DiFilippi

Saratoga. CA

Sent from my iPhone



From: Tina Walia
To: John T. Reagan; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao
Cc: James Lindsay; Crystal Bothelio; Britt Avrit; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: Jan 10, 20202 City Council Special Meeting Comments
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:24:31 AM
Attachments: Reagan Kazemi Response 20210109.docx

Hello John,
 
Thank you for your comments on the Housing Element Update.  On January 19, 2022 City Council
Meeting at 7:00 p.m.. Council will further consider the Housing Element.  You can also join the
meeting to share your thoughts with Council. You can access the January 19 meeting by using Zoom
or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: John T. Reagan 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 6:20 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Jan 10, 20202 City Council Special Meeting Comments
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Councilmembers:
 
These are our comments for the upcoming special meeting on 10-January regarding your proposed
response to the RHNA mandates.
We request that these be included in the final comment package.
 
Thank you,
 
John Reagan



Tahmineh Kazemi

Saratoga, CA 95070
 



To:   Saratoga City Council 

From: John T. Reagan, Tahmineh Kazemi, , Saratoga, CA 95070 

Date:  January 9, 2022 

Subject: January 10, 2022 City Council Zoom Meeting 

 

City Councilmembers: 

We have serious concerns about your proposed development sites and dwelling unit allocations 
response to RHNA mandates.  Specifically, we have issues with traffic congestion, properly 
communicating true impact, unfair allocation to Saratoga Avenue, unfair burden on Campbell Union 
School District and candidate site selection. 
 
Traffic Congestion: 

1. California State Statute 65089 requires congestion management agencies (CMA)’s (Valley 
Transportation Authority (VTA) in our case) to conduct analysis of Congestion Management 
Program (CMP) roadways every two years to ensure member agencies (cities, towns and county) 
are developing in a manner consistent with the CMP level of service standard (LOS) E.  Lawrence 
Expressway is part of the CMP. 

a. To comply with the CMP standard, member agencies (you as our elected 
representatives) must demonstrate that all CMP roadways (excluding freeways) within 
their jurisdiction are operating at or above CMP traffic level of service standard of E.  
Member agencies that do not maintain the CMP LOS standard E risk having their 
Proposition 111 (1991) gas tax subvention withheld.   

b. VTA’s CMP 2008 study (see 
https://countyroads.sccgov.org/sites/g/files/exjcpb681/files/expresswaysyste
m.pdf) projects the intersections of Lawrence & Saratoga and Lawrence & Prospect to 
be at LOS “F” by 2025 and that all intersections along Lawrence, except one, will be at 
LOS “F” by 2025.  This projection obviously did not include the additional traffic 
introduced by a Costco at the old OSH site nor did it include your proposed 
development sites that would dump thousands of homes in this area. 

c. The most recent actual measurements are the 2018 peak PM traffic measurements at 
Lawrence & Saratoga Avenue indicate an “average” PM LOS at level “D”, but upon closer 
inspection, the South- and East-bound levels of service are at E+ and F, respectively.     

d. If the city submits the sites as presented to the State and development were to occur 
there, there is no doubt that this would cause LOS to drop below the CMP LOS “E” 
standard with significant negative consequences for not only the residents in that 
immediate area but could result in revenues being withheld by VTA.  Approving a plan 
that results in lost revenues to the City would be irresponsible and reckless for a City 
already struggling with generating revenues.   

Underestimates of True Impact: 



Regarding HCD Requirements, Part C Capacity Analysis, Government Code Section 65583.2(c) requires 
local government to calculate the projected residential developmental capacity of the sites identified in 
the housing element that can be realistically achieved.  You were given two options, a) to utilize 
minimum densities or b) utilize adjustment factors to account for realistic site development, typical 
densities of existing or approved residential developments and availability and accessibility of sewer, 
water and utilities.  You chose option (a) which obviously underestimates and obfuscates the true 
impact since developers will always develop to the maximum densities allowed.  The Housing Element 
Update December 14, 2021 pdf does not address the reason for this decision.  This is dishonest and you 
owe an explanation of why you chose to do this. 

Unequal and Unfair Distribution Across the City 

The current allocation of dwelling units is a shocking departure from the Planning Department Housing 
Element Update from December 14, 2021.  Since this time,  

1. 8 proposed sites saw a complete elimination of their share of housing allocation totaling 519 
units. 

2. Two (2) sites saw a significant reduction in their housing allocation totaling 313 units. 
3. A total of 832 units were subsequently re-allocated to three (3) sites.  Two of those sites are 

already the most impacted by the El Paseo development (850 units, 10 stories).  Those two sites 
are also most affected by the proposed Costco development. 

No rationale was given for eliminating the eight (8) sites or for reducing density at the two (2) sites. 

 

Other issues: 

1. RHNA updates every 8 years.  Did the current account for the impacts of COVID on housing 
needs?  There is a significant trend of people moving out of the area to more affordable areas 
and then working remotely.  Does the RHNA current mandate take this into account? 

2. You have not received sufficient feedback from the community to suitably inform your site 
selection.  For example, at the October Housing Planning Meeting, you had approximately 40 
participants; there are > 30,000 residents in Saratoga.  Of the 40 participants, less than a quarter 
of them spoke.  This is a whopping 0.15% (or less) representation of Saratogans and with some 
advocates for affordable housing.  This is hardly a mandate for anything.  



Suitability of Alternate Sites: 

1.  Besides the 10 sites that had their allocations reduced or eliminated, there are other sites that 
were not even on the list: 

a. Heritage Orchard “Park” (25+ acres).  I understand that this site has been designated a 
historical site and is therefore off-limits.  However, this site was not always a historical 
site and was designated as such by a past City Council.  This historical status can be 
removed by a current or future City Council.  I have lived in Saratoga for over 25 years.  
Not once have I ever used the Orchard and it has no impact on my daily life whatsoever.  
This is a great, large site for development.  The neighbors are City Hall, Sacred Heart 
Church/School and the Saratoga Library.  It is walking distance to West Valley College, 
Redwood Middle School, Sacred Heart and St. Andrews Schools.  It is also City-owned 
and could be a nice source of income.  There is also a major VTA transportation hub at 
West Valley College with four routes servicing major employment centers. 

b. Why was the Prospect Center not recommended?  It is also City-owned property on a 
major thoroughfare (Prospect Road).  What is the current utilization of the Prospect 
Center?  Why does the City need two (2) community centers when it already has the 
Joan Pisani Center? 

c. Novakovich Farm is also a large lot (10.7 acres) seems like an optimal location for 
housing.  It seems to have disappeared from the candidate site list.  It is also walking 
distance to a major transportation hub at West Valley College, post office, schools and 
city government.   

d. Why could the Argonaut shopping center not be consolidated where there would be 
housing above the market and underground parking built.  The parking lot is under-
utilized and has been for some time.  

e. West Valley College occupies 140 acres and not a single inch is being used for housing 
allocations.  In addition, West Valley College is a major VTA transportation hub with VTA 
Route 37 (West Valley College to Capitol Light Rail Station), VTA Route 53 (West Valley 
College to Sunnyvale Transit Center), VTA Route 57 (West Valley College to Great 
America) and VTA Route 58 (West Valley College to Alviso) and close to Highway 85 and 
within walking distance to three (3) elementary schools.  The acreage is sufficient to 
build buffer zones to protect the abutting neighborhoods and certainly underground 
parking could be achieved.   

These sites, and the original 10, should be put back on the table to meet the RHNA mandates. 

Conclusion: 

• A 10-story development at Lawrence & Prospect with a maximum of 768 units is not acceptable.  
There certainly isn’t a 10-story building anywhere in the city and probably not even a 5-story 
building anywhere in city limits.  Such a monstrosity would be grossly incompatible with the 
neighboring areas.  A 2-3 story development would be more appropriate for that area. 

• This plan unfairly and disproportionately affects the Campbell Union School district.   
• Targeting Saratoga Avenue for nearly 60% of this housing allocation is shameful.  You all were 

elected to represent all residents of Saratoga, not just those in your neighborhoods.  At least 
two City Council members live in neighborhoods where proposed development sites were 



discarded or reduced significantly from the Planning Commission recommended sites.  There 
should be an explanation of this.  The ten (10) sites need to be reconsidered and allocation of 
development sites needs to be spread across the city in a more equitable fashion.    

 

  



Appendix: 

From VTA’s Expresswaysystems.pdf:  Figure 2.1 LOS “F” intersections, Lawrence & Prospect and 
Lawrence & Saratoga are projected to be at LOS by 2025. 
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From: Tina Walia
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio;

Ray Froess
Subject: Re: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:19:46 AM

Hello Ray,
 
Thank you for your comments on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in
the record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at which Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with Council. You can access the January 19
meeting by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:48 PM
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao <yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi
Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons
<kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; James Lindsay <jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us>; Britt Avrit
<bavrit@saratoga.ca.us>; Crystal Bothelio <cbothelio@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Ray Froess

Phone Number



Email Address

Subject San Jose wants to give voting rights to non-citizens.

Comments Have you seen this https://sanjose.legistar.com/View.ashx?
M=F&ID=10392078&GUID=03186749-1D75-44A8-B323-
9BC603E838D6

There’s about 1.9M in Santa Clara County. The link to the letter
says, “According to County data, Santa Clara County is home to
a non-citizen population of 366,567. Of that number, it is
estimated that 208,691 non-US Citizen immigrants hold some
form of legal protection such as TPS, DACA, and Legal
Permanent Residence. There are 157,876 Santa Clara County
residents who are truly undocumented, meaning they have no
form of legal protection.”

Give voting rights to 19% of non-citizens? Of these 8% are
illegal. Do you think they contribute to our housing problem?
Should they vote?? Are we insane?

Email Subscription Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.





Email Address

Subject How come Housing newsletter is translated into Chinese and no
other language?

Comments Why are we discriminating against migrants from other countries
Or giving special attention to Chinese.

Email Subscription Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.



From: Tina Walia
To: John T. Reagan; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao
Cc: James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: other sites
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 2:09:13 AM

Hello John,
 
Thank you for your feedback on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in the
record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., where Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: John T. Reagan <
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 12:21 AM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Cc: James Lindsay <jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: RE: other sites
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
And the bagel shop area, I mean really, there are neighbors only on one side (back).  Let’s make that
mixed-use retail.
 
At Safeway/CVS, Alpine Travel is now gone, Mountain Mike’s is under-utilized as is the hardware
store.  Citibank can be in the grocery store.  Consolidation with mixed use retail is in order.
 
 



From: John T. Reagan  
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 11:56 PM
To: 'twalia@saratoga.ca.us' <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; 'kookie@saratoga.ca.us'
<kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; 'mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us' <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>;
'rkumar@saratoga.ca.us' <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; 'yzhao@saratoga.ca.us'
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Cc: 'jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us' <jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: other sites
 
We seem to be bending over backwards to cram stuff into the sites on the postcard.  We should
consider alternate sites.

1. I didn’t understand Mr. Lindsay’s description of why Safeway/CVS at Argonaut couldn’t be
zoned as mixed-use.  Frankly, it’s pretty underutilized.  Why couldn’t that area be used for
residential above retail?  Perhaps be split into two parcels where a grocery story containing a
pharmacy in one of the lots and the other allocated to high-density housing with mixed-use
above and parking below.  Mr. Lindsay indicated that underground parking is better allocated
to large sites.  The Safeway/CVS site is a very, very large site.  It could still have coffee,
bakery/bagel shop and all the other things that people wanted in that area.  It is not
unreasonable to ask residents to drive down to Sprouts for groceries for the time it takes to
re-develop that site.   

2. Heritage Orchard is ~25 acres.  Why not have the City chip in and offer up say 10% of the
Heritage Orchard for development.  That site has many, many benefits such as:  walking
distance to four (4) schools, library, places of worship, Farmer’s Market, City government, a 
community center, VTA transportation hub serviced by four (4) VTA Routes that light rail hubs
and where all the work is located and close to Highway 85.  The City would receive large
amount of money while still retaining 90% of the Orchard.  Seems like a no-brainer to me.  I
bet if you had a city-wide vote tonight on whether to do this, you’d have at least 1000 people
vote for it, probably more.  Things are changing and having a large lot filled with apricots trees
that no one uses or benefits from sit idle while northern Saratoga is destroyed is going to
become untenable at some point and the people will revolt and demand that a portion of the
orchard be offered up as a sacrificial lamb.  The orchard has no adjacent residents;  the
neighbors are City Hall, Saratoga Library and Sacred Heart Church.  The 10% is an example for
discussion.  It’s embarrassing, frankly, that such a large underutilized lot is not even being
considered for even a small share of development.  That Orchard was not always a historical
“off-limits” site, it needs to be back on the table (or perhaps a small portion of it at least).

3. Neal’s Hollow should be considered a high-density site, per Councilmember Zhao’s
recommendation (11:45pm).  Definitely an underutilized site. 

4. Downtown.  For the life of me, I do not understand why we are not proposing mixed use
retail in downtown.  Downtown Saratoga is one of the deadest downtowns in the entire Bay
Area.  This would be an opportunity to reinvigorate downtown.  Highway 9 to Los
Gatos/Highway 17 is a beautiful drive and don’t believe that is as nearly impacted as Lawrence
& Prospect and Lawrence & Saratoga Ave.

 
Thank you,
 



John T. Reagan

 

From: John T. Reagan <  
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 6:20 PM
To: 'twalia@saratoga.ca.us' <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; 'kookie@saratoga.ca.us'
<kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; 'mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us' <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>;
'rkumar@saratoga.ca.us' <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; 'yzhao@saratoga.ca.us'
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Jan 10, 20202 City Council Special Meeting Comments
 
Councilmembers:
 
These are our comments for the upcoming special meeting on 10-January regarding your proposed
response to the RHNA mandates.
We request that these be included in the final comment package.
 
Thank you,
 
John Reagan
Tahmineh Kazemi

Saratoga, CA 95070
 



From: Tina Walia
To: Curt Bianchi; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Kookie Fitzsimmons
Cc: Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro; James Lindsay
Subject: Re: Please Reconsider the Heritage Orchard as a Housing Element Site
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:42:23 AM

Hello Curt,
 
Thank you for your feedback on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in the
record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., where Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Curt Bianchi <
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 6:29 PM
To: Yan Zhao <yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne Bernald
<mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Tina Walia
<twalia@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Please Reconsider the Heritage Orchard as a Housing Element Site
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Dear Council Members,

I would like to have these comments included in the record for the January 19, 2022, Council meeting.

I am a long-time resident of Saratoga, having lived for over thirty years in the Brookview neighborhood. In
case you don't know, Brookview is in the northeastern corner of the city, bounded by Prospect Road and
Cox Avenue, adjacent to Saratoga Creek.

I attended the Jan. 10 City Council Special meeting, and also listened to the entirety of the Dec. 14 Joint
Study Session meeting. I feel that I am pretty well informed regarding the Housing Element process at this



point. Before the Jan. 10 meeting, I wrote to you providing my comments on the Housing Element process.
Now that the Jan. 10 meeting has taken place, I want to add my additional comments to the council.

I remain deeply troubled by the council's intention to place the vast majority of the 1,700 housing units at
the northeast corner of the city by relying upon high density projects. At the Jan. 10 meeting you heard from
over 100 residents stating the same concern. The meeting was attended by over 550 people, which makes it
probably the largest attendance ever at a Saratoga city council meeting. This should reflect to you the
tremendous amount of concern regarding the current plan and the imbalance of proposed housing sites in
the city.

At both the Dec. 14 and Jan. 10 meetings, council member Zhao attempted to find a solution that would
reduce the impact on the northeastern part of the city by changing density at other sites or by adding
additional sites. Having listened to these deliberations, I keep coming back to the same question: Why is the
Heritage Orchard not being considered in these deliberations?

I keep thinking to myself: The orchard is pleasant enough to look at when I drive by, but is it worth
hammering the northeastern part of Saratoga with such high density in order to preserve it? I think not. The
orchard was considered by the Planning Commission, but they didn't recommend it to the council, citing a
single con: "Preserve the orchard as it is listed on the City's Heritage Resources Inventory." But it is the city
council's decision, not the Planning Commission's. Council has already demonstrated that it is willing to
override Planning Commission recommendations by rejecting the inclusion of the Saratoga-Sunnyvale and
Pierce Road properties in order to save a bagel shop.

The document presented to the council from the Planning Commission at the Dec. 14 meeting describes the
Heritage Orchard site as 23.9 acres. This makes it one of the largest parcels available. Looking at it in more
detail, I see that this acreage appears to include the existing library, theater, community center and so on.
However, even if those were retained there remains a considerable amount of property available for
development—more contiguous acreage than any of the Saratoga and Cox properties. Furthermore, the
existing library parking lot consumes a large amount of land. In a site of this size, the parking lot could be
put underground in conjunction with parking for residents.

The site clearly passes the test as one that could realistically be built on in the next eight years. It is entirely
owned by the city so there are no other existing landowners to contend with, nor existing business leases.
The city has admitted that it does not know the intentions of property owners at most other sites, nor does it
know if there are long-term commercial leases that would preclude them from being developed in the next
eight years. The orchard does not have any of those problems.

The orchard is not immediately adjacent to any single family residences. It is bounded in part by
churches/schools, other city-owned facilities, and two four-lane thoroughfares. The closest homes are on the
other side of Saratoga and Fruitvale Avenues across four lanes plus medians and other barriers. The
property's size would lend itself to high density. Coupled with the library it could make a wonderful housing
site for lower income families. With a little imagination, this could become a very attractive development.

While the orchard is on Saratoga Avenue like other sites further north, it is on the other side of Highway 85,
and thus would spread the burden of density across a larger part of the city and help alleviate the
concentration to the north. It is also within the Los Gatos-Saratoga Union High School and Saratoga Union
School Districts, so it would reduce the impact on the Moreland and Campbell High School districts. You
heard many residents express their concern regarding these school districts, which are disproportionally
impacted by the currently proposed plan.

Additionally, while no minutes have been posted for the four Planning Commission Housing Element
meetings, I have listened to some of the videos and I know that some residents expressed utilizing the
orchard as an opportunity housing site at those meetings as well.



Near the end of the Jan. 10 council meeting, in response to Zhao's efforts, the city manager suggested that
council could consider other sites not currently on the list. He listed the Village, a 70-acre parcel on Pierce
Road, and even the Saratoga Country Club. But I don't recalling him mentioning the orchard. I understand
council members being reluctant to consider additional properties at this stage, but you received
overwhelming community feedback to do so. The orchard already appeared on the list of properties
presented to the city on Dec. 14, so you are not starting from scratch here. It has already been identified as a
potential Housing Element site. You have the option to include the orchard property even if the commission
did not recommend it. We have already seen the council reject one Planning Commission recommendation
regarding Saratoga-Sunnyvale and Pierce Roads, so it certainly has the option of rejecting another
recommendation.

Please reconsider the orchard and reduce the unfair impact your are concentrating in one part of the city.

Respectfully,
Curt Bianchi



From: Tina Walia
To: Amanda Klinger; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao
Cc: James Lindsay; Crystal Bothelio; Britt Avrit; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: Proposed High Density Housing Plan for Saratoga
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:15:16 AM

Hello Amanda,
 
Thank you for your comments on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in
the record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at which Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with Council. You can access the January 19
meeting by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Amanda Klinger 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:01 PM
To: Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Proposed High Density Housing Plan for Saratoga
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Saratoga City Council Members,
 
We are longtime Saratoga residents and have always enjoyed the “village” feel. Our neighborhood,
Sunland Park (at Cox/Quito Rd), is full of one-story single family homes. We travel the Cox, Saratoga
Ave pathway multiple times each day. We have reviewed the proposal for adding high-density
housing to our neighborhood and are shocked to see that Quito/Saratoga Ave has been allocated to
receive the vast majority of the high-density housing. Cox is a one lane road. Saratoga Ave is only



two lanes. Has the council looked at the impact to our roads, parks, and other infrastructure? Why is
the housing so concentrated in our area? The housing MUST be spread throughout our city and not
clumped into one area. It is absolutely unfair to burden the residents in this portion of the city so
disproportionately while essentially sparing the rest of the city from any significant impact.  
 
We will be attending the city council meeting tonight with strong interest and implore the city to
develop a fair plan that requires all residents to shoulder and spread this burden. 
 
Kind regards,
Amanda and Steve Klinger

Saratoga, CA



From: Tina Walia
To: Glenn Crow; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao
Cc: James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: puroposed Housing
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:30:45 AM

Hello Glenn,
 
Thank you for your comments on the Housing Element Update, they will be included in the record.
On January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., Council will further consider the Housing
Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with Council. You can access the January 19
meeting by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Glenn Crow <
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 6:52 PM
To: Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: puroposed Housing
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Councilmembers,

SInce I Iive in the Sunland Park subdivision; I am concerned allthe building sites near me.  It
seems we are trying to cram high density living in every empty parcel.

I have concerns about some of the proposed sites.  Some sites appear to be taking away current
businesses.  (Prospect Ave)



I am also concerned we are taking away open space.

I do believe we need to help public school teacher to be able to live near their school.

I also want the full council to help Mr. Kumar to fight the water district.
If you give up and don't push back, the water companies will keep raising rates and lower
allocation.

We in our house keep cutting back on water usage, we can only reduce so many time before
we cannot keep doing this.



From: Tina Walia
To: omar zakaria; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao
Cc: Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro; James Lindsay
Subject: Re: Saratoga Housing inequity and council inaction
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 2:03:05 AM

Hello Omar,
 
Thank you for your feedback on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in the
record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., where Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: omar zakaria 
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 3:01 PM
To: Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Re: Saratoga Housing inequity and council inaction
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
One more point that occured yesterday .
14- You proceed to protect the area of your interest (Safeway plaza) claiming you want to
retain commercial lands to avoid building homes there. One council member pressed to
exclude the bagel shop as protected commercial land to avoid building home there. Yet. you
clearly avoided applying the same action on commercial lands on Cox and Saratoga Ave
(challenger school and action day plus school), with what i can only assume is a plan for
future opportunities for you to push developments and densities above what you already
inflicted on this small area.



On Tue, Jan 11, 2022 at 2:46 PM omar zakaria < wrote:
Greetings City council members,
I am writing to you to express my deep disappointment and concerns of the proposed homing
distribution you are driving to pass in Saratoga. Attending yesterday’s council meeting further
concerned me and cemented the rumors we heard when we moved into Saratoga woods years

ago that, when it comes to north of HWY85, residents are treated like 2nd class citizens by the city
council. This rushed push to approve such unfair distribution, segregating all the high density of
low income and very low income in 0.5 mile area while refusing to consider other locations or
proposals is unfair and discriminatory.
Throughout the meeting a pattern emerged to me that saddened me deeply. You refused to
entertain other viable proposals. You refused to give the matter more time. You voted to protect
your areas yet inflict the maximum pain on our small area.

1. The council excluded locations from south of HWY 85 in earlier sessions for no convincing
reason compared to your current plan of segregating low income housing in 0.5 miles of
Saratoga ave and prospect.

2. The council refused to consider new additions though the city manager clearly stated, on
multiple occasions, that adding new areas and or redistributing for better fairness is up to
and in the power of the council. The alternative you choosing is crushing Saratoga Ave and
segregating low income homes

3.  You have the highest attendees and speakers in the meeting per your
acknowledgement(600 attendees, more than 125 speaker and 800+ who signed petition
against this unjust). Even though, you choose to assign 1 minute instead of the common 3
minutes per speaker, The overwhelming majority of the speakers and the attendees spoke
against the unjust distribution, and spoke about the need for a fair plan. 3 council members
waited till its near midnight then glossed over selective low hanging fruit items and ignored
the core requests of redistributing, assigning more locations and questioning why sites like
Argonaut and other were not considered.

4. None of the attendees said, “Not in my backyard”, , they all just asked for better
representation in the distribution.

5. The council expressed the need to fight this at the state level, but wanted only us, the 25%
of the city, to fight for our livelihood. The alternative you choosing is crushing Saratoga Ave
and segregating low income homes  

6. Council member Mary Lynn. You stated that you “want to protect the young owner of the
bagel shop” so you pushed to protect that parcel from housing with the same breath
disenfranchising hundreds of families and their kids. You and the city council protected the
adjacent plaza (Safeway) and wanted it to be commercial only. You then push to exclude
bagel shop parcels even though they can simply move a few meters in to the right and
operate business as usual. Protecting a single shop at the expense of hundreds of families is
not fair, neither is it realistic. The alternative you choosing is crushing Saratoga Ave and
segregating low income homes

7. Council member Mary Lynn, you were speaking of safety concern and traffic concern for
wanting to exclude the bagel shop parcel. You did not have the data or the studies to put
that statement. Yet you were comfortable with the segregation of low income housing on
Saratoga Ave and ignored safety concerns for hundreds of families on the other side.

8. Council member Kookie, you supported Council member Zhao when she expressed her



desire for fair distribution, yet you did not second her when she produced, at 2am, an
option that would have provided fair distribution. The alternative you choosing is crushing
Saratoga Ave and segregating low income homes

9. Council member Kumar, You spoke about the impact of the state Mandate. You rightly
listed the factors that made this mandate destructive to our communities. Yet you left
before policy voting or seconding Zhao’s proposal. How can you expect mobilization on the
state level if you are allowing the city council to segregate the majority of the low income
housing in the 25% section of the city? Do you think anyone on the south side of 85 would
be incentivized to lift a finger, knowing the native protection they have from the council?
You clearly stated that the the Planning Commission/postcard plan was awful and that a
different approach was needed. The other three Council members ignored you that and
ignored Yan and ignored the public and took the easy way out, co-signing the Planning
Commission recommendations even though they knew those recommendations were the
result of the Planning Commission losing control of their last meeting and getting
stampeded by three or four people representing one side of town.

10. Mayor Walia, you spoke of the desire for fair representation and distribution, yet you used
every opportunity to avoid discussing it in a meaningful manner or support council member
Kumar by asking for more time to properly plan. The alternative you choosing is crushing
Saratoga Ave and segregating low income homes

11. Mayor Walia, You refused to discuss adding more locations to even the load. You gave the
attendees 1/3 of the time to speak compared to the earlier meetings you used to remove
and exclude locations surrounding your area.

12.  Mayor Walia, At some point last night the City manager told the council that city owned
lands can also be an option is the council wants to consider. Why did not you discuss this or
considered it? The alternative you choosing is crushing Saratoga Ave and segregating low
income homes

13. Council member Zhao, you, in spit of being quite sick, tried to add justice, you tried to
balance and give people voices. I applaud you, thank you and wish you will be empowered
in the coming meetings and activities.

 
A pattern is emerging here. A pattern of segregation of low income housing. A pattern of
discriminatory zoning practice. A pattern of protecting one side of the city over the painful
expense of the other part. A pattern of predetermined plans that was decided before you started
the meeting.
 
While my language is strong, I am not trying to offend or anger. I am disheartened and feeling
betrayed by the body we elected to represent us. All Saratoga should share the load. All Saratoga
paying the same taxes, yet, there was a section of the city that clearly had taxation without
representation.
There are alternatives. We should ask for more time and try to make this distribution fairly. No
one yesterday said, “Not in my backyard”, , we all said let's figure out a way. Council said not in my
backyard and used a bagel shop, among other weak reasons, as a proxy.
 
Council members, you were elected to take hard, fair and equitable decisions. If you do this right,
you will mobilize the whole city of Saratoga behind you. I understand there is no easy answer, but



what you are doing is the worst case scenario that all data is indicating is intentional against this
small pocket of the city.
 
Please give the matter more time.
Please empower initiatives and pragmatic thinking similar to Council member Zhao.
Please  lead and take the hard, fair and equitable action.
Please do not abandon us.
Please treat us all like you treating the bagel shop
 
 
Thanks,
Your constituents Omar, Dana and 5 years old Joe



From: Tina Walia
To: Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; hjlandljl@aol.com
Cc: James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: Saratoga"s High Density Housing Plan
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:12:59 AM

Hello Laurie,
 
Thank you for your comments on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in
the record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at which Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with Council. You can access the January 19
meeting by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:01 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Cc: 
Subject: Saratoga's High Density Housing Plan
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
To the Saratoga City Council (Tina Walia (Mayor), Kookie Fitzsimmons (Vice-Mayor), Mary-Lynne
Bernald, Rishi Kumar, Yan Zhao),
 
I am writing this email to ask the City Council to re-consider the proposed Saratoga High Density Housing
Plan. My family has lived behind Prospect High School for almost 30 years.  I was saddened to see the
majority of the High density housing units for all of Saratoga planned to be within a 5 minute walking
distance of my home.
 



The new Saratoga housing plan taken in combination with a new school / housing proposal submitted for
El Paseo,  as well as, a new Costco Super Center where the old Orchard Supply Hardware once served
our community, will create a perfect storm of traffic congestion in the north east corridor of Saratoga.
 
I have not seen how the City Council will address this congestion nor how the urban growth adjacent to
our community impacts the plans of Saratoga.
 
I am asking the City Council to address all aspects of the housing plans for Saratoga that includes not
only what is happening within the boundaries of Saratoga but how our neighbor's plans impact the plans
of Saratoga.
 
Saratoga is not an island.  We need to synchronize our plans with our neighbors.
 
Thank you for your commitment to making Saratoga one of the bay areas best cities to live in.
 
I look forward to tonight's zoom meeting.
 
Laurie Lauchlan
 
 



From: Tina Walia
To: cindy wu
Cc: Britt Avrit; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro; James Lindsay
Subject: Re: worry about it
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:44:34 AM

Hello Cindy,
 
Thank you for taking the time to write your thoughts on the Housing Element Update. Your
comments will be included in the record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m.,
where Council will further consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can also learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element
Newsletter to receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: cindy wu 
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 4:40 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: worry about it
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Dear City Councils,
Last night Saratoga city council is arranging the meetings so the north side was fighting
with the south side,  and that's all a distraction to keep people from  focusing on preventing
the city counsel from approving an unconstitutional plan.

First of all, there is no serious penalty for not complying with the new law. People have
asked this city manager to describe the penalties multiple times and he gives non-responses. 
Saratoga residents heard that the city wants to build,  even if not required.

Saratoga is also allowed to trade its unit allocations to another city in the same county. Why
don't we trade our requirements with San Jose in exchange for something else?



The state has already removed any real control from the city of Saratoga. Complying with
the measure means essentially destroying the city as we know it. Why comply?

Will the city properly weigh the benefits versus risks of compliance versus non-compliance
in a transparent way? I have a very concrete concern of what will happen if we comply with
the law -- it will be devastating for all. But the risk of non-compliance is this abstract "loss
of local control",   which sounds far less worse to me.  City council can no longer protect
the people of Saratoga. Theses are my requests:

1. Saratoga city prepare constitutional defense. The city should be paying for a constitutional
scholar to prepare defenses for the city in the event the state tries to enforce or remove
control from Saratoga for not complying with the housing element. 

2.   If Saratoga city council cannot do so due to its commitments to developers, then the
people are willing to donate money for the the preliminary legal strategy and notify the city
council. 

The city should not be deferring to sandhill property development company legal counsel.

3.   If Saratoga city decides to push back against unlawful state authority, then the deadlines
are irrelevant.  The courts will decide. If the city decides to proceed with development, then
the city council is not defending our city.

4.   Saratoga does not need to win a lawsuit. It just needs to cause a sufficient delay to
allow a political solution.

5.   Alternatively, Saratoga should engage in trade with San Jose so that San Jose absorbs
the Saratoga housing allocations.  In view of the San Jose planning, this arrangement could
benefit both cities, especially if Saratoga can add other incentives.



From: Debbie Pedro
To: "Xi Hagelin"
Cc: Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; Britt Avrit; James Lindsay; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: RE: 2023-2031 RHNA Saratoga
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:23:17 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hello Jessie,
 
The City Council has scheduled a meeting on  January 19, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. to further consider the
Housing Element. 
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in:
  
·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406  
·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406
·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing 
 
If you have any other questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Debbie
 
Debbie Pedro, AICP
Community Development Director
City of Saratoga | Community Development Department
13777 Fruitvale Avenue | Saratoga, CA 95070
(408) 868-1231 | dpedro@saratoga.ca.us | www.saratoga.ca.us
*City Hall is closed every other Friday*
Tell us how we did!  Complete the City of Saratoga Customer Service Survey
 
 
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Xi Hagelin  
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:19 PM
To: Debbie Pedro <dpedro@saratoga.ca.us>
Cc: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: 2023-2031 RHNA Saratoga
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening



attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
 
Dear Debbie,
 
Would you please advise the statues of the planning process.  I’d really like to know where those
high density housing will be located ( or most likely be located if the plan is still under review).
Unfortunately I missed the latest community meeting. I saw some comments about the plan among
Chinese speaking residents and I am really concerned.
 
I am also PTA president of one Saratoga Union School District (SUSD) school. As one representative
of SUSD parents I’d like to see minimized impact to SUSD schools. We are seeing insufficient financial
supports from parents ( SEF fundraising), which are critical for keeping on-going PE, Arts and STEM
school enrichment programs. Any housing plan making the situation worse would hurt interest of a
big portion of Saratoga residents. I sincerely ask decision makers to have this in their mind when
make community development decisions.
 
Thanks and best regards,
Jessie Hagelin
 



From: Tina Walia
To:
Cc: James Lindsay; Crystal Bothelio; Britt Avrit; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Fw: Disappointed
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 5:29:48 PM

Hello Chris,
 
Thank you for your feedback on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in the
record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., where Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Chris Vasquez (Dolce Musica) <
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 12:54 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Disappointed
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Dear Mayor Walia,

Last night’s Jan 10th meeting was disappointing. We had over 600 residents in 
attendance showing strong opposition to the City’s  Postcard Plan mailed to 
residents in late December. Of the over 70  residents who spoke and the hundreds of 
emails sent to City Council members, public sentiment is opposed to the plan 
presented last night stating this high density plan is an inequitable one, unfairly 
placing almost 60 percent of the new builds on Saratoga Ave., in sight of my 



home.

I believe that I was not represented, that you did not hear my and other’s similar 
concerns, and the plan is divisive as it favors one side of Saratoga over the 
other, makes safety a huge issue, and traffic congestion, crime, and school 
district impacts even worse. You heard all of this, and it felt like it fell on deaf 
ears.

You can still do something. Last night Yan Zhou provided ways to shift some of 
the sites off Saratoga Ave.  The Council should work with her plan. Quito 
Village, 90 units and the Abrams area of 146 units, outlined in Yan’s calculations 
and presented by James sounds reasonable. That puts the new builds on Saratoga 
Ave and Cox at 7 percent. 

Put the Prospect Center back on the list. It’s city owned property on a large lot, with 
a good walkability score,  and certainly calls for review. Neals Hollow is another 
good location and housing there supports declining enrollment in our public 
schools  There is a sign on Norton Road, Saratoga of 41acres for sale. Let’s spread 
the load. Let's keep height to a minimum where we can at 3 stories. That was the 
resounding message last night from residents.

Offer a study session to review an alternative plan to all residents before Jan 19. 
My neighbors are anxious to participate. You have indicated you wanted to meet 
Saratoga citizens face-to-face. Here is the opportunity. Let’s work on this together 
and find a plan that unites and not divides us.

Sincerely,
Chris Vasquez
Saratoga Woods Neighborhood Watch Lead
SWSCA President



From: Rishi Kumar
To: Britt Avrit
Subject: Fwd: [ The Saratoga Update 716] Speed up the train wreck?
Date: Friday, January 14, 2022 6:47:04 AM

For public record

-Follow me on Twitter for the latest update.

--
Rishi Kumar
Saratoga City Councilmember
Rkumar@saratoga.ca.us  ||  408 805 5993
Facebook.com/voteRishi || @Rishikumar1

Begin forwarded message:

From: Nimisha Mahuvakar 
Date: January 14, 2022 at 4:14:43 AM PST
To:  Rishi Kumar  <rishi1@gmail.com>
Cc: incrediblesaratoga@googlegroups.com
Subject: Re: [ The Saratoga Update 716] Speed up the train wreck?

Hello,

Although high density housing is communicated as a California mandate, I was
surprised to find that, Not just Saratoga, not just cities around, like Palo Alto, Los
Altos Hills, Atherton, etc are asked to increase low to moderate income housing
by 14% to 17% (on an average 15% for this email purpose), ALL urban areas in
ALL states of USA are asked for the high density housing. Google different states
and cities for high density housing.

That brings me to think, who are these 15% people that are going to occupy these
new 15% (average) high density houses in urban areas in next 7 years?

Are we planning appropriately?

1. What is planned : As per, 2020 census, US population is ~350M from
which ~250M are in urban areas. 15% new housing is planned in urban
areas - that is 15% of 250M = for 37.5 million people. 

       US legal immigration rate is < 0.25%/year. total immigration is < 0.4% per
year (max 1.18M in 2016). In 7 years, expected growth is 7*0.4=2.8% of 350M
population = 10M people total (non-commulatively). 2020 census states USA
homeless population is less than 500K. Who will occupy rest of 60% of housing



mandated in nation in 7 years? 

For reference: Based on 2020 census.org, % change in housing units from 2010 to
2020 was 5.2% as compared to 15% being mandated for next 7 years right now.  

1. NO new houses will be built for next 20 years? Have we considered organic
growth in affluent area? Are we ready to let real estate be impacted
negatively with over build up?

2. Is our sewage system ready to take the 15% extra stress? All neighboring
cities are expected to increase housing by 15% and the sewage system are
inter-connected.

3. The transportation to these areas - buses, trains, Metros will be next in
focus by state governments. Are we ready for this funding for all cities of
USA in next 6 years? What is the ROI? (Needless to say, The budget states
will thus get, will definitely cover the current deficit of local transport! :)  

4. More over, there are environmental, education infrastructure, roads,
hospitals, post office, cops, electricity, water, internet bandwidth and
radiation impacts. And possibly many more that I don’t know of. Where is
the funding coming from, to resolve it all?

5. One of the Maryland report suggests, it is to help present low-to-moderate
income residents move to affluent areas for better opportunities. What are
the plans for empty houses thus created in rental, rural or low economy
areas? Who will occupy these housing considering point 1? What will be
the state of economy of these areas? Are we ready for the disparity thus
created of rich-poor over next 2 decades.

6. Does the high density housing treat all US citizens, living and aspiring to be
in affluent areas, equally and fairly without any bias? 

That brings me to : What are other cities in the nation doing? 

Are they running around trying to “solve the problem” in a “Go Fetch” style, like
an engineer, trying to get an answer? 
Do we understand urban growth requirements? Not a mandate, do we have a clear
vision?

I did 10 minutes of research on what other cities are doing. (Joy of waking up
before kids! :)

Atlanta, GA required high density house increase. Buckhead, an affluent
area of Atlanta, found itself being compelled to take high load of high
density housing. It is in process to get a separate city status to avoid this
requirement.
Bellevue, Idaho, took high density housing requirement off the table citing
sewage issues. 
City of Ohio (I forgot to note city name and link), identified that city
already has over 14% empty homes and avoided new requirements.



But I am talking about bay area. Land of visionaries.

Mayors could provide residents with clear vision and answers instead of “Go
Fetch” answer they want to give to the state. 

Bay and SF area mayors could work together, and hold joint town hall online
meetings to answer all questions to help confused residents like me. :( 

I know, it will give voice to residents, and will sound like an uproar. :) Not ready?

At least, let us get together to Democratize the process of such major decision.
Let’s have people vote.

I strongly request that.

Nimisha

On Jan 12, 2022, at 9:43 PM,  Rishi Kumar 
<rishi1@gmail.com> wrote:

Dear neighbors,
Should we speed up the train wreck or use a crossover and find a better path?

Here is an additional point with our Housing Element:
I polled a few  Silicon Valley councilmembers today - what their city’s status
and stage is with the housing element.
I heard, “What Housing Element sites?”
My conclusion - Saratoga is way ahead of the game and for some inexplicable
reason we are seemingly “running out of time."

We have roughly a year left in the Housing Element certification.
Shall we slow down and try to get it right?

CALL TO ACTION:
Please educate yourself with the Managed Growth policy page:  
RishiKumar.com/ManagedGrowth
- Rishi

On Jan 11, 2022, at 11:30 PM,  Rishi Kumar 
<rishi1@gmail.com> wrote:

Dear neighbors, 
Here is the video from last night's city council meeting that 
summarizes my views on the Housing Element and my call to 
action.



The community spoke and our city council members should 

listen. We likely set a 64-year Saratoga record with 550+ 
attendees at last night’s Housing Element* meeting. Obviously, 
we wouldn’t have been able to fit this group in the Civic Theatre. 
Zoom helps. After the mailing of the recent city-wide postcard -  
the engagement from Saratogans has kicked into high gear.

We have a choice - rollover and play dead to allow Sacramento 

to wreck Saratoga’s future.
Or approach the problem from a standpoint of knowledge, 
engagement and action to protect our neighborhoods. The very 
future of our city is at stake!

What is the rush? The Housing Element Certification 
deadline is January 2023

I asked for a Housing Element delay to “go back to the drawing 
boards," instead of the city council vote that is being pushed for 
in January.
For example - Sacramento’s bill SB-9 (that went live on January 
1 this year)  allows lot splitting and will generate new housing 
units for Saratoga; we have NOT yet added the SB-9 numbers to 
our Housing Element. HCD hasn’t given it to us yet. I have been 
asking for a letter to be sent out to HCD asking for this number. 
For example - West Valley College has plans to build housing on 
campus. We don’t have those numbers. That number could be 
added to Saratoga's Housing Element quota if we had it.

Why not roll up the citizen feedback into a better Housing 
Element plan that meets the needs of our city; one that pays heed 
to the feedback we got?
Why not make sure their voice is heard and acted upon?
Why not do our darnedest to do the right thing for Saratoga?
The housing changes for Saratoga are just too radical and we 
have to tread carefully. 

As someone said - We need the voice of reason rising against this 
terrible plan that will disfigure Saratoga forever.

NOTE: It is also imperative that each of us rally behind the 



proposed ballot measure that will essentially nullify 
Sacramento’s bills like SB-35, SB-9 and SB-10. Get involved!

Below are excerpts from my Managed Growth policy page:  
RishiKumar.com/ManagedGrowth
As you know, the Housing Element RHNA allocation is a state-
wide housing mandate from California's Department of Housing 
and Community Development. The 2022 RHNA housing 
numbers are exponentially higher than what has been allocated in 
the past  - thanks to SB-828. As a result, high-density housing 
sites are being proposed in every city. Many cities and 
communities are reeling under this housing pressure and are 
fearful of its impacts that will be felt for decades to come. The 
land developers will make a fortune and our cities will cease to 
be what they are today. The RHNA housing units allocated to 
your city include categories such as very low income, low 
income, moderate income, and above moderate income housing. 
It is also an environmental disaster. Sacramento’s housing policy 
is relying on supply and demand to create more housing in the 
hope of driving prices down - but that has never worked 
anywhere. The legislative bills from Sacramento like SB-9 and 
SB-10 are also pushing high-density housing all over California - 
and there are more coming. However, this approach has failed to 
adequately address the creation of more affordable housing or fix 
the systemic challenges that have led to today’s exodus from 
California. No one wants to discuss the infrastructure gap.

The Housing Element’s inflated* housing goals, i.e RHNA 
numbers, has been rigged for cities to fail and for developers to 
make money. Yep - setup for failure thanks to politicians who 
have sold out to the real-estate industry as the op-ed points out. 
Once a city fails, SB-35 kicks in. SB-35 is essentially triggered 
by developers failing to pull building permits. If building permits 
are not pulled, cities are blamed. But a city government is not in 
the business of building housing as we all know. The city hands 
out permits and Saratoga has NOT refused any permits in the 8 
years and more. If developers don’t pull permits, then developers 
circumvent the city council (as per the definition of SB-35) and 
go through a ministerial approval aka rubber-stamping approval 
without public hearing. The developers get a free reign over the 
city.

*Visit https://www.saratoga.ca.us/housing for details with our 
housing element



--Follow Rishi on Twitter 

In friendship,
 Rishi Kumar  

Candidate for United States Congress CD-
16
Councilmember, City of Saratoga CA
Have you seen the 44-year report card? 
RishiKumar.com/ReportCard

High-Density Housing : 
www.RishiKumar.com/managedgrowth

Download your Top 25 Safety Tips 
www.RishiKumar.com/safety
Chip in for someone who fights for the 
people Rishikumar.com/contribute and for 
someone who doesn’t sell out! 

Phone 408 805 5993 || campaign@Rishi2022.com
Facebook || Instagram  | TikTok || Medium  || Substack || Youtube 

-- 
I will certainly not follow the rest of the city council down a cliff in
the spirit of teaming and comradeship. I will hold the feet to the fire
and call out the issues. Our people deserve to know! 
When the rest of the city council tells me - "Rishi, we can’t do much
with San Jose Water because we do not have jurisdiction" I will
continue to challenge San Jose Water Company as that is the right
thing to do. We should give up without even trying? We have already
pushed back 9 rates. I will do the same when they say, "Rishi, talk
about burglaries will drop Saratoga's real estate." When they move
forward with a new road tax, with my dissenting vote, I will ask for
optimization of our city budget to free up money. I serve at the behest
of our people.
- Rishi Kumar
 
▬▬▬ ۩۞۩ ▬▬▬
Visit my FAQ page https://tinyurl.com/SARATOGAFAQ
Direct city related emails to rkumar@saratoga.ca.us 
PHONE 408 805 5993 || Facebook.com/VoteRishi || Twitter:
RishiKumar1 || INSTG: KumarforCongress
--- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google
Groups "Incredible Saratoga" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it,
send an email to
IncredibleSaratoga+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.



To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/IncredibleSaratoga/B35843C9-
61A2-4F76-B08D-D56F6C0539E2%40gmail.com.



From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 1:58:02 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Gail and Doug Falco

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Elements meeting

Comments We cannot believe that you ignored the Saratoga residents
inputs at the meeting and pressed ahead with your own agenda
to push development along the Lawrence/Saratoga Ave/Cox
corridor in north east Saratoga. The impact to our neighborhood
will be egregious and inequitable with > 65 % of the development
being placed there. The traffic and congestion will be heinous.
We feel you need to reconsider Saratoga/S'vale Road area more
seriously [Argonaut center development to mimic Santana Row
for example]. We can't believe you did this just top "preserve" the
wealthier part of Saratoga. It's NOT FAIR.Please reconsider !
Sa

Email Subscription Subscribe

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.



From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 3:29:46 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Kathy Forte

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject In favor of more housing in Saratoga

Comments I’m in favor of building more housing in Saratoga. We need more
housing in California and cannot keep the density so low here.
Why not build senior housing for active seniors? I’m an active
senior. Although I have lived in Saratoga for 32 years, I will be
moving soon since I cannot afford to retire here. This would help
our community. 
We need to add more public transit to the downtown area. Not
only would that help to reduce our carbon emissions, but also
help with the increased traffic due to higher density. 
I applaud your work to build more affordable housing in
Saratoga!!

Email Subscription Subscribe

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.



From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 4:47:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Kiruthiga PM

Phone Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Subject Housing Element - Feedback

Comments Hi Saratoga city council members,

Thanks for your efforts to address the housing needs and the
state mandate. We are residents of the Saratoga Village area
and attended the city council meeting on Jan 10th. We would like
to share our feedback and concerns. We were surprised to see
that you are considering to add higher density housing units to
the Village East site. As you may be aware, the intersection
closer to the Big Basin Way/Sunnyvale-Saratoga Road/ Saratoga
Ave is extremely crowded and a heavy traffic area. That single
lane road (thru the village till the library) serves as the artery for
very many homes and is already congested. Most of the homes
in this area are in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) area of
Saratoga and this part of the city is at the greatest risk for wildfire
with special regulations/requirements. Between the hills and the
creek, with all these natural limitations, we are sorry to say that
additional density will only make things worse. Infrastructure and
operational challenges during emergency evacuation is certainly
being overlooked here. 

We would recommend the City council to make their decisions
based on compelling scientific and data driven approach, input
shared by fire department/planning staff/commission and
Saratoga’s heritage rather than getting swayed by the sentiments
of few vocal people and organized Nextdoor propaganda leading
to inaccurate/skewed assessment of the public sentiment. The
initial plan on Jan 10th to keep the high density housing near the
thoroughfares and commercial centers is the right approach. 

Please do not add any high density units to the Village area or in
the hills nearby and make this neighborhood even more



vulnerable during disasters.

Thanks,
Kiruthiga

Email Subscription Subscribe

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.



From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 6:20:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Robert P Black

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Housing Element Update

Comments After the feedback from the public on Jan 10, it would seem the
council would wait on continuing with the egregious plan
currently proposed. The reduction in commercial property alone
is enough to revisit the plan let alone the unfair concentration of
units north of 85. Please reconsider this terrible plan before
providing direction on the sites and policies to be included in the
Environmental Impact Report for the Housing Element on Jan 19.
There is no imminent deadline, please consider the impacts to all
of Saratoga’s residents.

Email Subscription Subscribe

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.



From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 7:22:49 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Andrew Mo

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Housing Element feedback regarding Cox/Paseo Presada

Comments Council Members - I just read through the detailed Housing
Element update and recognize the precarious situation that
Saratoga is in with regards to the State of California
requirements. 

However, I feel compelled to voice my opposition to the proposal
to convert two of the pre-schools in our neighborhood into Mixed
Used housing development projects. Both of my kids are
currently attending Challenger and Action Day was a great
resource for my family earlier on. We also have a number of
friends from high school and Stanford who attended the
Challenger Saratoga campus when they were young. These pre-
schools are a core part of our community and also a critical
resource for working parents; it would a travesty to see them
taken away. Finally, given the development planned in Quito
Village and other housing projects proposed around this area, we
believe there will be an increase in young families moving into
this neighborhood who will benefit from these pre-schools.
Therefore, I urge you to remove both of these sites from the list
of considerations and hopefully we can find another way to
satisfy Sacramento's requirement.

Thanks for your consideration,
Andrew

Email Subscription Subscribe

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.



From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:25:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Debra Yoffie

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject Jan 11th council meeting/vote

Comments Before any calls were taken from community members at this
past Monday night's meeting, Mayor Walia said that the Argonaut
Center area would not be included because the neighbors were
opposed to it, wanted a Saratoga-based grocery store etc. 

The vast majority of callers and hundreds, if not more than one
thousand, Saratogas signed a petition opposing putting virtually
all the new mandatory housing in the NE portion of the city
(Saratoga Ave & Cox areas.) They shared valid concerns and
offered alternate ideas as to why the Argonaut Center location
made sense. despite the overwhelming support to keep Argonaut
Center as a potential site, the council (minus one member) chose
to vote at 2am, to remove Argonaut Center from any
consideration at all. 

Yesterday, I was near Argonaut Elementary School with a friend
and saw Mayor Walia out on a walk. My friend confirmed she
lived in the area behind Argonaut Center. 

We elected you to represent the people of Saratoga. We elected
you to prioritize the communities best interests, not your own.
Shame on you Mayor Walia and others who are acting in their
own self interest. 

To ensure full transparency and integrity of the decision making
for this extraordinary change in our community's housing policy,
all Council, Planning Commission personnel and any other City
employees involved in this decision should be required to
disclose the neighborhood they live and own homes in. 

Email Subscription Field not completed.



Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.



From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:30:09 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Eric Dickinson

Phone Number

Email Address

Subject No one is speaking for Saratoga creek, our historical and
treasured natural ecosystem

Comments Dear council members,

I attended the meeting on January 10th, where 100s of people
organized from a northern neighborhood of Saratoga to argue
that your housing element plans were not "equitable" and should
be spread down into the more  environmentally sensitive parts of
southern Saratoga, especially along Saratoga Creek.  There was
no one at the meeting to speak for the bobcats and wildlife, or
the trees, or the water,  comprising the most beautiful, and
precious  natural ecosystem of Saratoga. 

Saratoga Creek is priceless.  It must be protected at all costs, as
your predecessors and the residents of Saratoga have
steadfastly done for generations. Protecting the natural beauty of
our town is our tradition here.

 Please do not allow the authorization of high density building
along Saratoga creek!  The Village East development would be
building along and literally on top of and across from Saratoga
Creek.   Given how these projects are being rushed to approval,
there is simply no way the creek could survive construction at
such a scale. There would be devastating pollution and
disturbance, the ecosystem would be irrevocably damaged and
possibly destroyed. Who could possibly take responsibility for the
destruction of such a priceless treasure, once it's destroyed no
one can make it right.  It's too delicate. No one has any right to
touch it.



Please counsel members, please  protect the creek at all costs. 
Do not allow the authorization of high density housing at "Village
East".

Thank you.

Email Subscription Subscribe

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.



From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Mary-Lynne Bernald; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar; Tina Walia; Kookie Fitzsimmons; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Crystal

Bothelio
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Council Comments Form
Date: Friday, January 14, 2022 12:27:25 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Council Comments Form

Your Name Han Wen

Phone Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Subject suggestions/feedback on housing element proposal alternatives

Comments I’d like to suggest a few alternative ideas that may help address
concerns that were raised about the curent candidate sites
proposal at the last council meeting.

Consider dividing plots to create multiple houses. For example,
could we split lots adjacent to sites that have been designated
“high density”, so that we can restrict the height of the high
density housing to 3 stories instead of 4?

Basically, can we ask James to make no limitations in what could
be considered? Ignore all that feedback from those surveys.
Instead, take the approach of finding any possible proposals that
keep our height limit to 3 stories and distribute the new housing
equitably throughout Saratoga.

Once we actually have proposals, THEN we can ask our
Saratoga residents their feedback on which ones would work
best for them…

We need to think out-of-the-box, which could include purchasing
properties of existing Saratoga residents. Negotiating with
surrounding cities to annex land. We must be relentless until we
find an equitable solution. Our fellow residents deserve nothing
less. We can do it… there’s got to be a creative solution.

Email Subscription Subscribe

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.



From: Tina Walia
To: Haydee Wong; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao; James Lindsay
Cc: Crystal Bothelio; Britt Avrit; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: Gateway Thoughts/Feedback
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 5:38:05 PM

Hello Haydee,

Thank you for your feedback on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in the
record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., where Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Haydee Wong <
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 6:57 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>; James Lindsay <jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Gateway Thoughts/Feedback
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Dear Saratoga Council Members & City Manager Team,

I’m writing you to express the frustration in what keeps persistently happening at the
Council Meetings.It feels like the Gateway has a strong vocal target on its back even
with its small footprint its consistently singling out every last bit of this area for higher
and higher density.

Look, just because we are at the border of Saratoga, does not mean we aren’t
Saratogans or our quality of life doesn’t matter. We need and want our commercial



spaces there too. We enjoy weekly dinner walks to Sushi Heaven, coffee dates at
Peet’s, and weekly pizza from Jake’s. Our bank, Chase bank is also walking
distance.Our children take swimming lessons at the Saratoga Swim Center and our
pet Buddy gets his medical care from Saratoga Veterinary Clinic. We were just going
to start patronizing at Specs Optical. When young our children went to Growing Tree.
I know these daycares are needed in our area. I’m not understanding the push to
include so many high density housing at the Gateway all the while removing our
commercial spaces. I’m curious why the Bagel shop (which we too love) and the pet
hospital got preferential treatment over all these businesses? I believe we are
reasonable people here. We see the need for more homes and not vacant lots or
empty old office buildings. I can see zoning some underutilized sites for building some
town homes or even some condos for families who need smaller spaces. (As a
reminder, this area really needs tax dollars (not apartments) to help support the
school the future children will attend, Blue Hills, Cupertino Unified School District. 

Speaking of which, as you may know, Saratoga-Sunnyvale Road has a lot of traffic at
rush hours. Families living west of the road, must cross the street to get to and from
school. I know parents who are currently concerned about this, clearly this is an
accident waiting to happen with an increase in high density.  

Please stop protecting all the Saratoga Ave sites. Saratoga Ave with its large empty
lots (Pumpkin Patch as one example but others as well) are ideal locations for the
high density.Close to FWY access and good walkable business nearby. I too frequent
Target and restaurants at Westgate/El Paseo and know they too would appreciate
more business. We need to find the numbers for the housing element, I get that, can
you please try to protect more of our businesses or at the very least some of them at
the Gateway and keep the density to a reasonable impact not giant eyesores. Please
listen to the voices from our neighborhood too.

In appreciation for your efforts,

Haydee Wong



From: Tina Walia
To: Dory Albert
Cc: James Lindsay; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro; Britt Avrit
Subject: Re: HD Letter: Share the Load
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 5:28:49 PM

Hi Dory,

Thank you for your feedback on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in the
record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., where Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can also learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element
Newsletter to receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Dory Albert 
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 11:16 AM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: HD Letter: Share the Load
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Jan 11, 2022

Dear Mayor Walia,

Thank you for all your continued work on the high density housing project.

 Last night’s Jan 10th meeting had 600 residents in attendance showing strong 
opposition to the City’s  Postcard Plan mailed to residents in late December. Of the 
over 70  residents who spoke and the hundreds of emails sent to City Council members, 
public sentiment is opposed to the plan presented last night stating this high density 



plan is an inequitable one, unfairly placing almost 60 percent of the new builds on 
Saratoga Ave. 

City Manager James Dempsey’s goal was to present a high density housing  plan that 
meets with the approval of the majority of Saratogans. Last night's High Density meeting 
proves this plan does not do that. Residents feel betrayed, slighted by the city, and as 
someone said the city’s “illegitimate child.” The plan is divisive as it favors one side of 
Saratoga  over the other, makes safety a huge issue, and traffic congestion even 
worse.

The petition is at over 800 signatures right now and growing.

There is still time to fix this issue. Last night former Mayor Yan provided ways to 
shift some of the sites off Saratoga Ave..  The Council should work with her plan. 
The residents above 85 have said they are willing to accept Quito Village, 90 units and 
the Abrams area of 146 units, outlined in Yan’s calculations and presented by James. 
That puts the new builds on Saratoga Ave and Cox at 7 percent. 

Put the Prospect Center back on the list. It’s city owned property on a large lot, with a 
good walkability score,  and certainly calls for review. Neals Hollow is another good 
location and housing there supports declining enrollment in our public schools  There is 
a sign on Norton Road, Saratoga of 41acres for sale. Let’s spread the load. Let's keep 
height to a minimum where we can at 3 stories. That was the resounding message last 
night from residents.

Offer a study session to review an alternative plan to all residents before Jan 19. 
Let’s work on this together and find a plan that unites and not divides us.

Sincerely,
Dory Albert
Gardiner Park Neighborhood Watch Lead



From: Tina Walia
To: P Salvador; James Lindsay; Yan Zhao; Rishi Kumar
Cc: Crystal Bothelio; Britt Avrit; Debbie Pedro; Kookie Fitzsimmons
Subject: Re: Hello? JLindsay, TWalia, YZhao - did you listen during the city council meeting tonight?
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 5:26:46 PM

Hello Patty,
 
Thank you for your feedback on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in the
record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., where Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can also learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element
Newsletter to receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: P Salvador 
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 12:25 AM
To: James Lindsay <jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao <yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>; Tina Walia
<twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Re: Hello? JLindsay, TWalia, YZhao - did you listen during the city council meeting tonight?
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear Ms. Zhao,

After all the Resident’s comments are you actually asking if all issues are resolved? Did you listen to
any of the Saratoga RESIDENT’s comments or requests for further information??

Please advise!

Patty Salvador 



Sent from my iPhone

> On Jan 10, 2022, at 11:40 PM, P Salvador <plsalvador@yahoo.com> wrote:
> 
> Dear Mr. Lindsay and Ms. Walia,
> 
> I have listened to the zoom on January 10th for HOURS. 
> 
> But based upon on your response to this zoom; I do not think you listened to the zoom and
resident's comments, at all. 
> 
> What is going on with your Team that you have not addressed one issue addressed by residents of
Saratogon on the Zoom?? Did you not hear the comments concerns about traffic, crime, water, sewer
issues?  Because, I sure did,  I was so proud of my fellow Saratoga community members and Rishi
Kumar for looking out for the future of our city!!
> 
> It is 11;39 pm and you still have not mentioned one comment regarding any issue raised tonight. 
Did you hear the comments regarding traffic? water? crime sewer issues? changing the dynamics of
our city? will the City Council work for fair diversity of fair housing developments/diversity for our
city?
> 
> Wow - what a frustrating evening for Saratoga residents!!!!
> 
> Patty Salvador
> 



From: Tina Walia
To: Mike Speckman
Cc: James Lindsay; Crystal Bothelio; Britt Avrit; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: Housing Element Plan and Meeting
Date: Friday, January 14, 2022 12:51:54 AM

Hello Mike,
 
Thank you for taking the time to write your thoughts on the Housing Element Update. Your
comments will be included in the record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m.,
where Council will further consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can also learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element
Newsletter to receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Mike Speckman 
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 12:57 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Housing Element Plan and Meeting
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Dear Madam Mayor,
Thank you for leading the meeting last night and early morning.  We are grateful for your dedication
through these unprecedented and uncertain times of our City.  I implore and beg you and other Council
members to look at this Housing Plan from all angles as you indeed represent all of us citizens of
Saratoga.  While at the end of the meeting and the Council was looking at the policies to approve, I am
pleased you put a placeholder for a meeting Jan. 20 to finalize areas.  
It is fair, equitable, and necessary to look at all the options available.  Yes, due diligence might be able to
be claimed by the postcards sent, planning commission meeting, and last night's meeting. Also,
understanding the Dec. 31 deadline I believe we all might have to work a little "overtime" to come to a
better solution. This was evident with the number in attendance and the overwhelming messages of all
but 3-4 (Chester/Allendale) residents was clear. 
Please Re-Consider all areas in Saratoga as potential options to help reach the required number set by
the state.  This is obviously a no-win situation for our City.  But, to put the overhelming majority in the



Northeastern area is a gross burden not only for the residents who reside there, but also those residents
who will have to travel through either the Gateway, or Cox corridor to get to their homes.  
Please continue to have the courage to be strong and not just take the "easy" or "short" way out of this as
that decision will make it horrible for all.
Again, thank you for your time.



From: Tina Walia
To: Patrick K
Cc: James Lindsay; Crystal Bothelio; Britt Avrit; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: Housing Element
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 5:33:05 PM

Hello Patrick,  
 
Thank you for your thoughts on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included
in the record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at which Council will
further consider the Housing Element.   
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with Council. You can access the January
19 meeting by using Zoom or calling in:  
   

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406    
·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406 
·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833  

  
You can learn more about the City’s efforts to update the Housing Element and subscribe to
the Housing Element Newsletter to stay engaged on this topic on the City website at
www.saratoga.ca.us/housing   
  
Regards,  
Tina Walia 
Mayor, City of Saratoga 

From: Patrick K 
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 5:19 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Housing Element
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Dear Mayor Walia, 

I read about Saratoga's response to the need to meet its housing element obligations in the San Jose
Mercury News and was dismayed by the town's response. Saratoga, like all communities in California,
has an obligation to affirmatively further fair housing. Currently, Saratoga is completely unaffordable to all
but the super wealthy while the workers who provide services to residents must live long distances away
in order to find affordable housing. You said that that building more housing will change the character of
the community is "disturbing" but what is truly disturbing is Saratoga's attempt to shirk its obligations. By
attempting to shirk its obligations, Saratoga is perpetuating exclusion and segregation that has long
plagued the Bay Area and the United States. Shame on Saratoga.



From: Tina Walia
To: Marc Barberis
Cc: Crystal Bothelio; James Lindsay; Britt Avrit; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: Housing plan effort - and more needed
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 5:36:50 PM

Hello Marc,
 
Thank you for your feedback on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in the
record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., where Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga
  

From: Marc Barberis 
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 8:08 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Housing plan effort - and more needed
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Mrs. Mayor,

I want first to recognize and thank you for your efforts in dealing with this humongous
task that was bestowed upon you by the new laws – and your being our elected
official.

I want to point out that it is actually possible to damage a city almost beyond repair,
and the current proposal is a testimony to that effect.

I encourage you to look beyond those few isolated sites that seem to now represent



90% of the housing. If Saratoga was just a bit smaller and didn’t include those few
parcels at the Northern boundary, the city would find solutions in the rest of the areas,
wouldn’t it? Wouldn’t it have to by law?

Therefore, please consider the whole of Saratoga and not just the obvious sites.
Consider balancing the load for traffic, schools (how many low-income families will
have access to Saratoga High under the current plan??).

No future city council, as hard as they try, will ever be able to fix the damage that
would be caused by the traffic nightmare, increased school imbalance and plain
splitting of Saratogans.

Do not let your name go down in history as the one who defaced and disfigured a city
we all love.

I strongly urge you to reconsider the current plan, which is not only unfair, but a
disastrous initiative that will cause irreversible harm.

Regards,
Marc



From: Tina Walia
To: Steve Klinger; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao
Cc: James Lindsay; Crystal Bothelio; Debbie Pedro; amanda klinger@yahoo.com; Britt Avrit
Subject: Re: Proposed High Density Housing Plan for Saratoga
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 5:42:31 PM

Hello Steve,

Thank you for your feedback on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in the
record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., where Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Steve Klinger 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 2:08 PM
To: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Cc: James Lindsay <jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us>; Crystal Bothelio <cbothelio@saratoga.ca.us>; Debbie
Pedro <dpedro@saratoga.ca.us>; 
Subject: Re: Proposed High Density Housing Plan for Saratoga
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Hello Mayor Walia, City Council Members and Staff,
 
Thank you for the opportunity to voice our concerns at the council meeting this week and for your
time and effort in hearing from the community.
 
I attended the meeting up until the break that occurred just past the midnight hour.  I’d been of the
belief that the city council heard the extremely strong objections of our community but am now



extremely concerned.  Following the meeting, I heard, perhaps erroneously, that despite the
overwhelming and city history-making level of participation and opposition to the current proposal,
that the majority of the council is recommending to simply proceed and not consider additional
sites.  I strongly hope that I am mistaken.
 
I thus reiterate our vehement opposition to the currently proposed plan due to its fundamentally
inequitable distribution of the housing load to our area of the city and the requisite negative impact
to our quality of life and property value that would inevitably result.
 
I would like to further summarize critical additional points and objections to arguments being made
to proceed – we simply MUST come to a better conclusion here:

The *process/schedule* argument that we must simply proceed and start the EIR now, for
schedule reasons, in spite of having a fundamentally flawed plan, is invalid.  There is no reason
that the schedule cannot be compressed over the course of 11 months to put a better plan in
place.  There is plenty of time to absorb a month (or even more) and with proper
acceleration, still achieve the timeline.
The *we communicated* argument that there were early planning commission meetings and
a few postcards is *NOT* an excuse to proceed with a flawed plan.  The city council clearly
saw that the last postcard was like a bomb that was set off in our area of the city.  Now that
there has been unprecedented objection, the council must react accordingly and reconsider
the plan.  The prior communication scheme clearly did not convey the urgency and impact to
our area.  The council cannot wait until the last minute to finally communicate the full details
of the impact to the community, and simultaneously say there is also no time to consider
other options. 
The *planning commission recommended it* argument is similarly not valid.  We elect the
city council to make these critical decisions.  Flawed and unfair recommendations should be
rejected and improved.  That is the duty of the council.  I’ve met and spoken with the majority
of you during campaign season over the years and strongly urge you to reconsider and help
lead us to a balanced conclusion.   
In the spirit of *sharing and spreading the impact*, other areas of the city must be re-
opened for consideration as a matter of practicality and basic fairness

The argument against mixed-use in Argonaut center (a huge area) appeared very weak
– there is no reason that creative rezoning can’t reopen at least part of this property. 
We must consider Argonaut as a key site due to its size and ability to potentially absorb
a significant portion of the load.
West Valley college property housing development isn’t even being factored – it must
be.  It is a huge site.  We cannot treat this site casually.  It should be a fundamental
component of the plan!  Especially as student housing must almost certainly enable us
to satisfy ‘low income’ requirements.
The Heritage orchard, while valued by all of us, is simply too large of a space to
eliminate.  Trying times require trying solutions and this site must similarly be on the
table.
Gas stations and some similar sites were apparently rejected from consideration due
to ‘state best practices’.  With proper respect and given the current situation in our
state, I don’t think we should consider the state government to be a good source for



‘best practices’. We must do what is right for our city.
Stronger consideration for additional ADU’s – we should absolutely maximize the
number of in-law units in the large lot areas of the city.  This is one of the *fairest*
ways of spreading the load.
We should not plan for even one single unit beyond the already ridiculous number
that has been allocated to us.  Any ‘buffer’ we show will be interpreted as tacit
approval by the city to go to even higher numbers in future rounds of this allocation.

 
As Mayor Walia stated in the meeting, this is perhaps the biggest challenge the city has faced since
its inception.  However the current proposal punts this challenge and puts nearly all of the burden
on the area of the city that is already the most congested, an area that will also incur massive impact
from San Jose’s plans.  It does this while sheltering The Golden Triangle and other wealthiest
neighborhoods from practically any impact. 
 
As a community, we must all shoulder this burden and share the load.  I really hope that you will
hear this and use the ample time available to arrive at a much fairer and better solution!
 
Best regards,
Steve Klinger (and Amanda)

Saratoga, CA 95070
 

From: Amanda Klinger <
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 at 7:24 AM
To: Steve Klinger <
Subject: Fwd: Proposed High Density Housing Plan for Saratoga

 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>
Date: January 13, 2022 at 1:15:16 AM PST
To: Amanda Klinger  Kookie Fitzsimmons
<kookie@saratoga.ca.us>, Mary-Lynne Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>, Rishi
Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>, Yan Zhao <yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Cc: James Lindsay <jlindsay@saratoga.ca.us>, Crystal Bothelio
<cbothelio@saratoga.ca.us>, Britt Avrit <bavrit@saratoga.ca.us>, Debbie Pedro
<dpedro@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Re: Proposed High Density Housing Plan for Saratoga

Hello Amanda,
 



Thank you for your comments on the Housing Element Update. Your comments
will be included in the record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at
7:00 p.m. at which Council will further consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with Council. You can
access the January 19 meeting by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   
·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406
·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 

 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing
Element Newsletter to receive updates on the City website at
www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga
 
 

From: Amanda Klinger <
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:01 PM
To: Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Tina Walia
<twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi
Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao <yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: Proposed High Density Housing Plan for Saratoga
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise
caution when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown
senders.
Saratoga City Council Members,
 
We are longtime Saratoga residents and have always enjoyed the “village” feel. Our
neighborhood, Sunland Park (at Cox/Quito Rd), is full of one-story single family homes.
We travel the Cox, Saratoga Ave pathway multiple times each day. We have reviewed
the proposal for adding high-density housing to our neighborhood and are shocked to
see that Quito/Saratoga Ave has been allocated to receive the vast majority of the high-
density housing. Cox is a one lane road. Saratoga Ave is only two lanes. Has the council
looked at the impact to our roads, parks, and other infrastructure? Why is the housing
so concentrated in our area? The housing MUST be spread throughout our city and not
clumped into one area. It is absolutely unfair to burden the residents in this portion of
the city so disproportionately while essentially sparing the rest of the city from any
significant impact.  
 
We will be attending the city council meeting tonight with strong interest and implore
the city to develop a fair plan that requires all residents to shoulder and spread this
burden. 



 
Kind regards,
Amanda and Steve Klinger

Saratoga, CA



From: Tina Walia
To: Glenn Crow; Kookie Fitzsimmons; Mary-Lynne Bernald; Rishi Kumar; Yan Zhao
Cc: James Lindsay; Crystal Bothelio; Britt Avrit; Debbie Pedro
Subject: Re: The Saratoga city Council
Date: Friday, January 14, 2022 12:42:44 AM

Hello Glenn,
 
Thank you for your feedback on the Housing Element Update. Your comments will be included in the
record for the January 19, 2022 City Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m., where Council will further
consider the Housing Element.  
 
You can also join the meeting to share your thoughts with the Council by using Zoom or calling in: 
  

·         Webinar URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83307156406   

·         Webinar ID: 833 0715 6406

·         Call In: 1.408.638.0968 or 1.669.900.6833 
 
You can learn more about the Housing Element and subscribe to the Housing Element Newsletter to
receive updates on the City website at www.saratoga.ca.us/housing  
 
Regards,
Tina Walia
Mayor, City of Saratoga

From: Glenn Crow 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 7:51 PM
To: Kookie Fitzsimmons <kookie@saratoga.ca.us>; Tina Walia <twalia@saratoga.ca.us>; Mary-Lynne
Bernald <mlbernald@saratoga.ca.us>; Rishi Kumar <rkumar@saratoga.ca.us>; Yan Zhao
<yzhao@saratoga.ca.us>
Subject: The Saratoga city Council
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
Dear members,

I just want to remind you that you are elected officials that are SUPPOSE to represent the will
of the residents of Saratoga.

You amasted all the emails and verbal comments this week.  I can not believe you could have
tabulated all that data.
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