
 
 

Proclamation 
 

2021 Migrants Day 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Lynnwood recognizes that on September 19th, 2016 the United Nations General 
Assembly unanimously adopted the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants; and 
 
WHEREAS, the New York Declaration reaffirms the importance of the international refugee regime and 
contains a wide range of commitments by member states to strengthen and enhance mechanisms to 
protect people on the move; and  
 
WHEREAS, today, more people than ever live in a country other than the one in which they were born. 
While many individuals migrate out of choice, many others migrate out of necessity. In 2019, the number 
of migrants globally reached an estimated 272 million, 51 million more than in 2010; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Lynnwood has historically been a place of refuge for migrants escaping from 
political turmoil, natural disasters, and economic hardships in their country of origin -- immigrants from 
across the world have helped built this city and its economy continues to thrive through the major 
contributions of their work; and 
 
WHEREAS, on this International Migrants Day, we reflect on a year in which, because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, millions upon millions of people have experienced the pain of separation from friends and family, 
the uncertainty of employment and the need to adapt to a new and unfamiliar reality, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Migrants have played an outsized role on the frontlines of responding to the crisis – from 
caring for the sick and elderly to ensuring food supplies during lockdowns – highlighting their broader 
contributions to societies around the world; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Lynnwood must ensure that migrants, irrespective of their legal status, are included 
in every pandemic response, particularly in health and vaccination programming, we must reject hate speech 
and acts of xenophobia. And we must find solutions for those migrants who have been left stranded, without 
income or legal status, and without means to return home; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we, Mayor Nicola Smith, and the Lynnwood City 
Council, do hereby proclaim that December 18th 2021, is Refugees and Migrant’s Day in Lynnwood. We 
call upon public officials, educators, businesses, communities, volunteers, and all the people of Lynnwood, 
Washington to observe this day to honor and celebrate the thriving cultures and positive values of the 
Migrant and Refugees and we encourage all residents to join us in extending our gratitude and 
appreciation for their hard work and dedication. 
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