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Resolution 2021-XXX

Adopted by the City of South Lake Tahoe
City Council 

December 7, 2021

Resolution to Aspire Towards Citywide 100 Percent Renewable, Carbon-Free 
Electricity, 24/7 by 2030

BACKGROUND

A. The City of South Lake Tahoe is responsible to promote the public health and safety of its 
residents, including access to clean air, clean water, and a livable environment.

B. The energy resources utilized as a municipal government and community significantly impact 
public health and safety, including the economic and social well-being of current and future 
residents.

C. There is scientific consensus regarding the reality of climate change and the connection 
between human activity, especially the combustion of fossil fuels that create greenhouse 
gases, and the warming of the planet.

D. South Lake Tahoe is experiencing the effects of climate change locally, including in the 
increase of extreme wildfire events such as the Caldor Fire, which was described by Cal Fire
Chief Chris Anthony as “no longer [unprecedented] given the clear trends associated with 
drought and a changing climate”.

E. South Lake Tahoe is at severe risk to escalating impacts of climate change locally, with the 
2020 State of The Lake Report projecting air temperature increases of 8 degrees Fahrenheit 
and a 50% reduction of snow by the latter part of the century.

F. Distributed renewable energy paired with energy storage is an important strategy to build 
disaster resilience and will assist with disaster recovery.

G. The 2015 Baseline GHG Inventory for the City of South Lake Tahoe found grid electricity 
consumption produced 25% of all community-wide greenhouse gas emissions.

H. The 2021 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Report makes clear the need 
for bold, urgent action, including the imperative to eliminate carbon and other greenhouse gas 
emissions in all sectors of the economy, including electricity, to avoid the worst impacts of 
climate change.

I. The City led the development of the South Tahoe Zero Energy District (STZED) Connected 
Communities project, and aims to memorialize the aspirations outlined in the project, 
including to create a local energy grid that is more resilient to the increasing threats 
imposed by climate change, including catastrophic wildfire and extreme winter events, 
through a decarbonized grid that matches all electricity consumption with generation from 
renewable energy sources connected to the local distribution grid at all time periods.
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J. The City committed in the 2020 Climate Action Plan to reducing emissions to 80% below 
2015 levels by 2040 and committed to CAP Strategy 10: Increase Renewable Energy and 
Storage throughout the Community.

K. Transitioning the community to an efficient use of a mix of local carbon-free renewable 
energy resources would provide a range of benefits including but not limited to reduced 
greenhouse gas emissions, improved air quality, enhanced public health, local green jobs, 
and reduced reliance on fossil fuels.

L. Full decarbonization of electricity systems has the potential to eliminate nearly 50% of 
greenhouse gas emissions globally.

M. The City of Des Moines, Iowa committed to achieving 100% carbon-free electricity 24/7 by 
2035.

N. Google has committed to a 24/7 carbon-free, renewable energy goal by 2030 in every grid 
in which they operate.

O. The Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) has committed to eliminating carbon 
emissions from its power supply by 2030.

P. Renewable Energy Action Item 1 (RE-1) within the City’s Climate Action Plan states the 
City will transition to 100% renewable electricity and Renewable Energy Action Item 2 (RE-
2) within the Climate Action Plan states the City will explore options for and feasibility of 
increasing community solar and distributed energy systems.

Q. A new UN-Sponsored 24/7 Carbon-free Energy Compact has recently formed to accelerate 
the decarbonization of electricity grids by adopting, enabling, and advancing 24/7 carbon-
free energy, where every kilowatt-hour of electricity consumption is met with carbon-free 
electricity sources of every hour of the day.

R. The City adopted Resolution 2017-26 to achieve 100% community-wide renewable 
electricity by 2032, and 50% municipal renewable electricity by 2025, and desires to set the 
goals higher in consideration of the escalating pace and scale of climate change since 
adoption of this resolution in 2017.

S. The City of South Lake Tahoe strives to be a national and international leader in climate 
action and climate resilience in order to benefit its residents and inspire visitors to take 
similar initiative where they live.
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BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City 
Council of the City of South Lake Tahoe: 

1. Aspires to a community-wide goal of achieving 100 percent renewable electricity, 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week, from carbon-free sources, connected to the local distribution grid by 
2030.

2. Authorizes the City Manager to enroll the City in the 24/7 Carbon-free Energy Compact.

3. Aspires to the goals set forth in the South Tahoe Zero Energy District plan to create a 
clean, resilient, affordable, efficient, and equitable electricity system, which includes 
maximum electrification of transportation, heating, and other sectors; models state-of-the-
art energy efficiency, electrification, energy management systems, time of use strategies, 
distributed renewable energy, energy storage systems, and clean energy microgrid 
solutions; and saves money for local residents, ratepayers and public institutions through 
customer-owned projects.

Adopted by the City of South Lake Tahoe City Council on December 7, 2021 by the following vote:
Yes: 
No:
Absent:
Abstain:
________________________ Date:_________

__________________, Mayor

Attest:

________________________

Susan Blankenship, City Clerk

The presence of electronic signature certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy as approved by 
the South Lake Tahoe City Council.


