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RECOMMENDATION

Adopt urgency Ordinance No. 1009-C.S., an Ordinance of the City of Eureka repealing 
and replacing Chapter 130.30 of the Eureka Municipal Code governing abandoned 
shopping carts.

FISCAL IMPACT

⊠No Fiscal Impact ☐Included in Budget ☐Additional Appropriation

COUNCIL GOALS/STRATEGIC VISION

 A. Community Pride
 D.4 Continued EMC Updates

DISCUSSION

In 2014, the City Council passed Ordinance 805 C.S., which regulated abandoned 
shopping carts within City limits. Broadly, that ordinance included the following 
requirements:

 Defined “abandoned” shopping carts
 Recognized that abandoned carts are a public nuisance and pose a threat to 

public health and safety
 Made removing a cart from the premises of a business a misdemeanor
 Required that owners clearly identify their carts and retrieve and secure them on 

a daily basis
 All businesses with more than 25 carts had to implement an “Abandoned Cart 

Prevention Plan”
 Obligated the City to collect, tag and store carts, provide notice to owners and 

coordinate retrieval of carts from the City by retailers
 Limited instances of abandoned carts which constitute a violation eligible for a 

fine by:



o Defining a violation as all carts collected on a single day. 
o Any carts retrieved within three days of notification do not count as a 

violation
 Required that the City hold all impounded carts for at least 30 days prior to 

disposal
 Required that retailers develop “cart retention programs” to be reviewed and 

approved by the City. The City could use this process to require certain activities 
such as installation of a perimeter lock system.

Many of the provisions of the 2014 ordinance were based upon input from the business 
community and increased the City’s administrative burden substantially as a result. 
Over the past eight years, staff has observed the following:

 The necessity of tagging carts with the date of collection has proven unworkable. 
Carts come in from a variety of sources including collection by Code 
Enforcement, various divisions of EPD, Community Services, Public Works, 
volunteer groups, and City administration. More often than not, carts just show up 
at the City Corp Yard without any indication of when they were collected. 

 Collecting and storing carts has not only created a significant administrative 
burden on staff, but has created space constraints and safety concerns. The 
Corp Yard has limited space and is home to many activities and pieces of 
machinery. As carts pile up, they impede the free movement of personnel and 
equipment. It is not uncommon to have 50 or more carts stacked up at a time. 

 Before COVID, the retrieval of carts by businesses was sporadic at best. For 
many, it is logistically infeasible to collect carts since they have neither the 
personnel or equipment to collect and transport them. For others, it is not 
economically feasible. Even for the retailers that did collect carts, the retrieval 
was spotty and many of their carts ended up being disposed of.

 During COVID, the rate of retrieval by retailers dropped precipitously. Whether 
this was due to staffing constraints, or the need to clean every cart prior to 
putting it back into service, the number of carts accumulating at the Corp Yard 
increased.

 Many of the carts retrieved by the City are contaminated with blood, feces, and 
other hazardous materials. Since COVID, retailers have likely decided that 
retrieving and decontaminating carts simply isn’t worth the time.

 Disposal of carts by the City requires that staff crush them and place them in a 
recycling dumpster. This activity takes additional staff time from crews that are 
currently operating with only partial staffing.

While the 2014 cart ordinance was crafted with a great deal of deference for business 
community, it has created more problems than it solved. The proposed revisions to the 
ordinance recognize the current reality and seek to lower the administrative burden on 
staff and increase the ability to remove abandoned carts from our community spaces 
by:

 Allowing City staff to collect and immediately dispose of abandoned carts found 
on public property. Carts retrieved by City staff could be taken directly to the 



dump. This eliminates the problems associated with the need to tag store, and 
crush carts. 

 Allows for issuance of administrative citations and fees to the retailer for each 
and every cart retrieved by the City without issuance of notice. The amount of the 
fee would cover the cost of collection and disposal plus a citation for a punitive 
amount. This puts the onus of retaining carts entirely on the retailer and vastly 
simplifies the process of enforcement. Retailers would be notified of this change 
and issued citations/fees on a regular basis for all carts retrieved.

 Eliminates the need for retailers to develop retention plans which require review 
and approval by the City. Instead, the revised ordinance would rely heavily on the 
monetary disincentive of being issued fees and fines for carts that leave their 
property. 

Staff believes that these changes will streamline the City’s ability to remove abandoned 
carts from public areas and place the burden of paying for this service squarely on the 
retailers where the carts originate. The City will no longer be in the position of policing 
retailers cart retention efforts, tagging and storing carts, sending notices and 
coordinating retrievals and will instead spend our limited staffing directly addressing the 
blight of abandoned carts in the most efficient way possible.

REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY: ⊠City Attorney
⊠City Clerk/Information Technology 
⊠Community Services
☐Development Services
⊠Finance
☐Fire
☐Human Resources
⊠Police
⊠Public Works


