
AGENDA SUMMARY
EUREKA CITY COUNCIL 

TITLE: Bill No. 1008-C.S. Ranked Choice Voting Implementation

DEPARTMENT: City Attorney

PREPARED BY:  Robert N. Black, City Attorney

PRESENTED FOR: ⊠Action ☐Information only ⊠Discussion

RECOMMENDATION

Waive reading, read by Title only and Introduce Bill No. 1008-C.S., Adding Sections
37.20, 37.21, 37.22 and 37.23 Ranked Choice Voting to Chapter 37: Elections, Title III.

FISCAL IMPACT

☐Fiscal Impact ⊠Included in Budget ☐Additional Appropriation

COUNCIL GOALS/STRATEGIC VISION

SUMMARY

In California only charter cities have the legal authority to implement Ranked Choice 
Voting (RCV). Eureka is a charter city and in last November’s general election, the voters 
of Eureka enacted Measure C amending the City Charter to both authorize and direct the 
City Council to adopt an ordinance implementing RCV. The Bill before you would 
introduce the implementing ordinance required by Measure C.

DISCUSSION

RCV is an alternative to the standard methods of conducting municipal elections in 
California. These are either (a) a primary election followed by a potential separate run-off 
election in order to achieve a 50%+1 winner or (b) a single election with the highest 
plurality (not necessarily majority) vote-getter being elected.  The second is Eureka’s 
current method of choosing Council members and the Mayor.

When there are more than two candidates for one seat, RCV allows voters to rank 
candidates for that seat in order of preference when marking their ballots. Only one 
candidate can represent each of the voter’s first, second or third, etc., choices.



Functionally, when electing a single candidate using RCV – as in a race for mayor or ward 
council member with more than two candidates – all first choices are tallied in the first 
round.  If any candidate receives a majority of the first choices, that candidate is elected.  
If no candidate receives a majority, the “instant run-off” process is triggered.  The 
candidate receiving the fewest first choices is eliminated, and the voters for that 
eliminated candidate now have their second choices counted.  The ballots are again 
tallied and the process will continue through subsequent rounds until one candidate wins 
a majority. 

It is recommended that the attached Bill be introduced and considered for adoption at 
your next regular meeting. 

I will be available to answer any questions your Council may have.
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