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The Ice Arena, with support from Recreation and Parks Department, is excited to offer a 
new pilot program this winter, creating free outdoor ice-skating rinks within Park City 
limits. 
 
Temporary outdoor ice has long been requested by members of the public and 
considered by staff and the Recreation Advisory Board provided staff time and 
resources allowed. This winter, the staff is excited to create a pilot program and 
temporarily provide citizens access to outdoor recreational ice skating and pond hockey 
during the peak of the winter sports season when such programming is in high demand 
at the indoor ice facility. In addition, demand for ice skating historically increases during 
an Olympic year and having three rinks at City Park will help to meet increased 
demand.  
 
The concept is similar to the tremendously popular skating pond at Willow Creek Park in 
the Snyderville Basin. The City Park location will be the only free ice in Park City proper, 
removing a potential barrier to participating at the indoor ice arena. With free access, 
this program promotes social equity initiatives and creates a new winter gathering place 
for the community.  
 
Creating a new outdoor venue focused on locals and residents is an exciting opportunity 
to expand existing services for relatively little cost. Accordingly, recreation has 
purchased three, 60 ft by 10 ft, non-refrigerated outdoor rink kits to be installed on the 
three tennis courts at the northeast corner of City Park. The cost for each kit was $6,632 
and was paid for with the City Park CIP budget. Other expenses for the pilot program 
will be paid for out of the Ice Arena’s existing budget. Staff will consider making budget 
requests in the future if additional funding would enhance the quality and service to the 
community. 
 
The site was selected because of the ability to lock the fence and restrict access when 
the ice surface is unsafe or when doing so could result in damage. Another benefit of 
this location is the available lighting, extending the utilization of the ice into the evening 
hours, but not creating a new lighting system or requesting additional hours of 
operation.  
 
The timing of the installation is targeted for early December but weather dependent. The 
outdoor ice will remain operational until seasonal conditions are no longer favorable, 
possibly as late as March, and at which time the kits will be removed. The tennis and 



pickleball courts will not be disturbed by the winter activation, and daily access is 
dependent on ice conditions to ensure the safety of users and to maximize the seasonal 
life of the surfaces.  
 
The fence around the ice surfaces will be unlocked by Ice Arena staff daily with public 
access following any necessary snow removal and ice maintenance. The targeted 
opening time is 10am to 10pm daily. Staff anticipates that some days, particularly likely 
in the Spring, the facility may not open until the evening due to surface conditions during 
the day. 
 
Ice maintenance will be facilitated by Ice Arena staff and volunteers. The staff has 
researched similar outdoor surfaces and outlined a basic operational plan; however, 
every site presents different challenges and opportunities which we will gain a better 
understanding during the inaugural season.  
 
The Ice Arena will use social media (@ParkCityIceArena) to report hours of operation 
and ice surface conditions. The Ice Arena’s Front Desk will also be a resource to check 
the status of the outdoor sheets answer any questions, and signage will be posted 
onsite. Skaters must bring their own ice skates and equipment such as helmets, 
protective hockey equipment, hockey sticks, and pucks. Pond hockey nets will be 
provided by the Ice Arena and kept on site. Skate rentals will not be available.  
 
The staff is looking forward to this pilot season and hopes to create a new winter 
gathering spot for residents for years to come.  
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