
DISCUSSION DRAFT OF AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE TRANSPORTATION OF 
COAL OVER CITY OF EUREKA OWNED PROPERTY

THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE IS ADDED TO THE CITY OF EUREKA MUNICIPAL 
CODE:

SECTION 1: FINDINGS:

The City Council of the City of Eureka find and declares:

1. There is substantial evidence that transporting, storing or handling coal on and over City-
owned property and property held by the City in trust poses a danger to the health and 
safety of people living, working, visiting, and recreating on that and adjacent properties;

2. Coal dust consists of fine particles that include PM2.5, for which there is no safe level of 
exposure and which has been associated by the State of California and the World Health 
Organization with cancer and birth defects;

3. These fine particles include crystalline silica (quartz), lead, mercury, arsenic, cadmium, 
and nickel.

4. Coal is subject to spontaneous combustion and requires specialized firefighting 
techniques;

5. When burned anywhere on the planet, coal releases large amounts of carbon dioxide, a 
significant greenhouse gas that contributes to climate change and its associated impacts,
including sea-level rise, that are of special concern to the City of Eureka as a coastal city.

6. Transporting coal across City owned and trust-held lands would be inconsistent with the 
City’s vision for the community as set forth in the City of Eureka General Plan 2040.

SECTION 2: ENACTMENT:

It is a nuisance and a violation of this Code to transport, store or handle coal on or over any City-
owned property or property held in trust by the City of Eureka for the People of the State of 
California. Such a nuisance may be enjoined and abated pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 
134 of this Code and such violation is declared to be a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in 
Section 10.99 of Chapter 10 of this Code.


