
Proclamation
City of Lynnwood

2021 Domestic Violence Awareness 

WHEREAS, October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month and the third week in October is 
the YWCA Week Without Violence; and

WHEREAS, domestic violence is a pattern of physical, emotional, verbal, and/or sexual abuse, which 
includes, but is not limited to, threats, intimidation, isolation, and/or financial control. Domestic Violence is 
an intentional pattern of behavior that is used by one person as a means to harm and take power and control 
over another person in the context of a dating, family, roommate or caretaker relationship; and

WHEREAS, domestic violence is an epidemic affecting all communities, regardless of age, socioeconomic 
status, educational background, race, ethnicity, religion, national origin, ability, sexual orientation, or gender; and

WHEREAS, 1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men in the U.S. have been victims of some form of domestic violence; and

WHEREAS, many drivers of domestic violence, including poverty and low educational attainment, affect 
communities of color in greater proportions because of the underlying effects of structural and institutional 
racism; and

WHEREAS, communities of color - and indeed all marginalized populations - have unique cultural 
identities, accordingly, the responses and approaches to domestic violence will be sensitive and respectful to 
these preferences while continuing to enforce mandatory state laws in reference to domestic violence related 
crimes; and

WHEREAS, the City of Lynnwood is committed to a professional response to incidents of domestic 
violence in our region, and we greatly value the contributions made by organizations such as Domestic 
Violence Services of Snohomish County and the YWCA that provide resources to victims and community 
awareness campaigns; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the we, Mayor Nicola Smith, and the Lynnwood City Council, 
do hereby proclaim October 2021 as Domestic Violence Awareness Month and the third week of October 
as YWCA Week Without Violence in Lynnwood. We call upon public officials, educators, businesses, 
communities, volunteers, and all the people of Lynnwood, Washington to observe this week and this month, 
and to join together to end violence in our community. 

                                                                                      
      Nicola Smith, Mayor 
      September 27, 2021 

      
                                                                                                 
      George Hurst, City Council President 
      September 27, 2021


