
STAFF REPORT
WORKSESSION

Date: September 14, 2021

To: City Council

From: Joshua McMurray, Interim City Manager
Kevin Rohani, Public Works Director/City Engineer

Subject: Discussion regarding the 55-Acre Oakley Regional Park

Summary and Background

On May 28, 2019, the City Council approved the Oakley Regional Park Master Plan 
to develop a 55-acre regional park with multiple recreation features including ballpark 
fields, trails, picnic areas, playground and the restoration of the Gilbert House.  The 
Master Plan also includes supportive amenities such as parking, access roads, and 
restrooms.  The estimated cost to complete the development of the Park is estimated 
to be around $60 million.

Staff has been looking for ways to fund the park construction, or at least the initial 
phases of the park, over the past few years.  Earlier this year Staff applied for a grant 
that could leverage Prop 68 funds.  Grant recipients will be announced later this year.  
The Burroughs property has been entitled and the ultimate sale of the City owned 
portion of that property will generate proceeds that can be used towards the park as 
well. 

Earlier this year, the Mayor was approached by an Oakley resident, Claude-Alix 
Bertrand, who was an International Polo Player and who is currently a Haitian 
ambassador for UNESCO, a sector of the United Nations which aims to provide 
international collaboration through education, science and culture.  The Ambassador 
has toured the regional park site and believes there may be interest to develop a 
portion of the park site with a polo field.  The purpose of this work session is to see if 
the City Council has a desire to potentially locate a polo field at the regional park site.  
If there is interest, the Ambassador will then see if he can generate any financial 
commitments from polo tournament sponsors that in turn could be used to construct 
the polo field.

Staff has prepared the attached exhibits that show a full size and scaled down 
version of a polo field within the approved Regional Park master Plan.  A full size 
polo field can be 300 yards by 160 yards and will dramatically change the plan the 
City has already approved.  At this time the concept is something the City Council 
has not considered yet and the changes would require more analysis, which could 
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come back to the City Council at a later date.  First, Staff would like to know if the City 
Council has any desire to further explore the concept as presented.  For reference, 
the second attachment is the approved Oakley Regional Park Master Plan Exhibit.

Fiscal Impact
There is no fiscal impact associated with this work session.

Recommendation
Staff recommends the City Council receive the report and presentation and provide 
direction to Staff.

Attachments
1. Polo Field Exhibit
2. Oakley Regional Park Master Plan Exhibit


