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Present: Candace Hollingsworth, Mayor
Edouard Haba, W4 (Council Pres.)
Bart Lawrence, W1 (Council VP)
Robert Croslin, W2
Shani Warner, W2
Patrick Paschall, W3
Thomas Wright, W3
Paula Perry, W4
Ruth Ann Frazier, W5
Joseph A Solomon, W5

Absent: Kevin Ward, W1

Also present were the following City staff members:
City Administrator Tracey E. Nicholson
Assistant City Administrator, Dir. of Community and Economic Development Jim Chandler 
Police Chief Doug Holland
City Treasurer Ron Brooks 
Director of Human Resources Vivian Snellman 
Director of Community Services Jake Rollow
Director of Public Works Lesley Riddle
City Clerk Laura Reams 
Communications Outreach Coordinator Anthony DeSantis
City Planner, Katie Gerbes

1) Call to Order and Council Roll Call

Mayor Hollingsworth called the meeting to order at 8:40 p.m.

2) Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

3) Approval of Agenda

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Paschall
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Paschall, Wright, Perry, Frazier, Solomon
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Ward
  
4) Public Comment (8:10 p.m. – 8:20 p.m.) Limit 2 minutes per speaker

Shirley Bender, a Ward 4 resident, addressed the mayor and Council to report a possible code violation in 
her neighborhood. 

Lou Kerdock, a Ward 2 resident, said he was opposed to the sanctuary city legislation, citing concerns with 
crime, violation of federal law and possible loss of federal funding for the City. Mr. Kerdock criticized 
supporters of the ordinance and said the legislation was the end of Hyattsville as he knew it. 
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Nina Faye, a Ward 3 resident, thanked those who attended the recent aging in place fundraiser, 
specifically highlighting the participation of Council President Haba and Council Vice President Lawrence. 
She also said she supported the proposed changes to the fence ordinance. 

Maria De Leon, a Ward 5 resident, addressed the Council with translation assistance from Community 
Outreach Coordinator Anthony DeSantis. Ms. De Leon asked the Council to keep in mind that the 
legislation would benefit many families who would feel protected upon adoption and said she hoped the 
Council would carefully consider the vote.

Sharick Velasquez, a Ward 5 resident, testified in support of the sanctuary city legislation. 

Ben Simasek, a Ward 3 resident, said he thought residents opposed to the sanctuary city legislation 
should listen to the Chief of Police who had stated the policy was in line with the City’s community 
policing program. He also announced an upcoming clean-up day in Ward 3. 

Jonathan Velasquez, a Ward 5 resident, testified in support of the sanctuary city legislation. 

Litzy Velasquez, a Ward 5 resident, testified in support of the sanctuary city legislation. 

Antonia Surro, addressed the Mayor and Council with translation assistance from Community Outreach 
Coordinator, Anthony DeSantis to state her support for the sanctuary city ordinance. 

Candida Garcia, a Ward 5 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council with translation assistance from 
Community Outreach Coordinator Anthony DeSantis. Ms. Garcia thanked the Council for their 
consideration of the sanctuary city legislation. She noted Councilmember Solomon had recently attended 
a tour at Rosa Parks Elementary School and had listened to the concerns of teachers, parents, and families 
of the school regarding immigration. She added that she hoped the Council would adopt the ordinance. 

5) Presentations (8:20 p.m. - 9:10 p.m.)

5.a National Volunteer Week Recognition (5 minutes)

Cover Page 

City Administrator Nicholson presented two (2) presidential lifetime achievement awards, representing 
over 4,000 hours of volunteer work to residents Barbara Morris and William Thomas. Ms. Morris was 
recognized for her work serving Hyattsville Elementary School and Mr. Thomas was recognized for his 
work serving Hyattsville Boy Scouts of American Troop #224. Ms. Nicholson noted that four additional 
residents also received this award but were not able to be present at the meeting that evening: Margaret 
Dee, Dawn LaChance, William LaChance, and Cathleen Hapeman. She offered her thanks and 
congratulations to all award winners. 

5.b FY-2015 Audit Update (5 minutes)

Cover Page 

City Treasurer Brooks provided the Mayor and Council an update on the FY15 audit. He noted that the 
auditors were restating information in the Financial Highlights and Government Activities sections of the 
audit. He said staff was pushing to complete all close out activities and noted that review procedures for 
the FY16 audit had begun. 
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5.c Metro II at University Town Center – Adaptive Reuse Presentation (20 minutes)

Memo - Metro II at UTC Adaptive Reuse.docx 
UTC Metro II Presentation - April 2017.ppt 

Assistant City Administrator Chandler introduced representatives from the Bernstein Companies, which
had recently acquired site control of the Metro II building located at University Town Center and intended 
to convert the vacant office building into residential multifamily units. 

Matthew Tedesco, Attorney for the applicant introduced members of the project team to the Council and 
provided an overview of the project. Mr. Tedesco said the project was an adaptive reuse of the existing 
office building featuring an interior renovation with no changes proposed to the building exterior. He 
presented 3D renderings of the conceptual design and detailed the proposed residential amenities 
including a gymnasium and lounge. He noted that the project was filed under an expedited status with a 
Planning Board hearing scheduled for June. Mayor Hollingsworth said the project was coming forward 
because it would soon be presented to the City’s Planning Committee for review and comment. 

Councilmember Wright asked questions of clarification regarding the planned occupancy rated of the 
building and the number of available parking spaces. Mr. Tedesco confirmed that the site was planned as 
100% rental units and 95 parking spaces were provided, primarily in the existing parking garage with some 
exterior spaces. Councilmember Wright asked if there was enough interest in the rental market to sustain 
the building. Mr. Tedesco provided insight into the desire to reactivate the office building, stating that 
there was not an existing office market and the proximity of Metro to the site made it an attractive 
market for rental units. 

5.d) Speak Up: Community Sustainability Plan Presentation (20 minutes)

Cover Page 
Memo - Speak Up Community Sustainability Plan.docx 
Sustainability Plan_Presentation to Council.pdf 

Assistant City Administrator Chandler introduced the presentation outlining the Community Sustainability 
Plan, noting the plan had been posted on the City's SpeakUp website. He described the process and intent
of the plan development, highlighting strategic growth and the State of Maryland Sustainable 
Communities Designation. Assistant Administrator Chandler briefly reviewed the 2011 Community 
Sustainability Plan and noted that overall, 73% of the 2011 plan implementation steps were complete. Mr. 
Chandler then highlighted some of the challenges of the 2011 plan process including an intimidating 
document format, lack of social media integration, and noted that the 2011 community planning sessions 
had coincidentally occurred during a blizzard, leading to low resident participation. He said the team 
wanted to ensure that the 2017 plan was an approachable document. 

Assistant Administrator Chandler introduced Community Planner, Katie Gerbes, Project Lead. Ms. Gerbes 
recapped the plan development process including pre-interviews with community stakeholders and public 
meetings. She said the plan was currently in Phase 5, Draft Release. Ms. Gerbes summarized the 
Strengths, Weakness, Opportunities, and Threats (SWOT) determined in the community visioning sessions 
and discussed the framework of the draft plan. She concluded that the plan was currently available for 
public comment on the SpeakUp HVL website and would close for comment on June 5. She encouraged 
the Council and residents to review the plan and highlighted two (2) upcoming public meetings. 
Councilmember Wright thanked the team for their work and said he was looking forward to the upcoming 
meeting. 
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6) Consent Items (9:10 p.m. - 9:15 p.m.)

6.a National Volunteer Week Proclamation Motion # 165-04-FY17 I move that the Mayor and 
Council proclaim April 23-29, 2017, National Volunteer Week in the City of Hyattsville.

Cover Page 
Volunteer Week 2017.docx 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Lawrence
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Paschall, Wright, Perry, Frazier, Solomon
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Ward
  
7) Action Items (9:15 p.m. - 9:35 p.m.)

7.a Adoption of Hyattsville Ordinance 2017-02, Sanctuary City  (10 minutes) Motion # 166-04-
FY17 I move that the Mayor and Council adopt Hyattsville Ordinance 2017-02, Ordinance 
whereby the City Council establishes the City of Hyattsville as a Sanctuary City and 
establishes that the City of Hyattsville does not intervene in federal immigration matters.  
(SECOND READING & ADOPTION). 

Cover Page 
HO 2017-02 Non-intervention Ordinance to Mayor and Council 4.5.17_FINAL.docx 

Councilmember Warner read prepared comments regarding the ordinance. Councilmember Warner 
addressed her comments to those who argued against the ordinance and stated that throughout the 
ordinance hearings she had listened to arguments that were false, racially tinged, and had heard harmful 
language utilized. She said she did not believe the opposition to the ordinance came from individuals who 
had read the proposed legislation and urged individuals to listen to the City’s Police Chief and City 
Attorney’s statements in support of the ordinance. She said Hyattsville was a welcoming and safe 
community and the vote would make the City stronger. 

Councilmember Wright also read prepared comments on the ordinance. He stated that the ordinance 
clearly defined in at least four (4) specific sections how the City would respect federal law and noted that 
the Council oath of office was to uphold the constitution of the United States and there was nothing in 
the ordinance that had been deemed unconstitutional. He advocated for equal treatment of all humans. 

Council President Haba said the adoption of the ordinance marked the beginning of the work and there 
needed to be education on what it meant to be a sanctuary city. He noted that while the ordinance would 
restrict Hyattsville Police Officers from enforcing immigration law, the ordinance did not prevent the 
Police from enforcing criminal law in the City. He asked that the City continue education efforts on the 
ordinance and said he was proud to see the City formalize the long standing practice of the Police 
Department.

Councilmember Solomon expressed his support for the ordinance and shared a story from a recent visit 
with students at Rosa Parks Elementary School. He said one of the first questions asked by a student was 
if the President of the United States had the authority to send his parents away. Councilmember Solomon 
said no student should have to ponder that question or question their family’s safety in the community. 
He said he was proud to offer some bit of security to those children. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [8-2]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Paschall, Wright, Solomon
NAYS: Perry, Frazier
ABSENT: Ward

  
7.b Change to Wall and Fence Ordinance (10 minutes)                                                                        

Motion # 167-04-FY17 I move that the Council direct the City Attorney to revise portions of 
Chapter 68 Article II subsections (7), (8), and (17) to allow maintenance, repair and 
replacement of non-conforming fences and add subsection (18) to address safety standards.  
68-7, C (7) “All fences or retaining walls and hedges legally existing on June 30, 2003 which 
do not comply with the general restrictions 1-6 above shall be deemed legal non-conforming 
uses."
68-7, C (8) A fence or retaining wall deemed to be a legal non-conforming use under this 
subsection which has been removed or destroyed through no fault of, and due to 
circumstances beyond the control of the owner may be replaced or repaired in a manner 
substantially identical in all material respects to the fence or wall so removed or destroyed 
provided it is not repaired or replaced with a fence or wall using a different material or 
varying the height or length of such fence or wall. The owner or his or her agent must apply 
for an exception if any of the stated changes are to occur or if 100% of the fence or wall is to 
be replaced.  Nothing contained in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit the 
maintenance and repair of a non-conforming fence or wall as long as the fence or wall is not 
changed in character and repairs are made with substantially the same materials.
68-7, C (17) No fence or retaining wall may be erected or put in place without first obtaining 
a permit from the City, unless it is to maintain or repair a legal non-conforming fence or wall.
68-7, C (18) All maintenance, repairs and replacement of non-conforming fences must 
comply with the safety standards outlined in this Chapter. All fences and retaining walls, 
including those deemed a non-conforming use, within five feet of an intersection must be 
constructed in such a way that allows visibility for automobile and pedestrian traffic.  Hedges 
and all plant material, with the exception of mature trees, must be trimmed or maintained in 
a way that: Allows signs to be visible to drivers. Keeps road users (vehicles, bicycles and 
pedestrians) visible to drivers. Allows pedestrians and bicyclist see motor vehicles. Keeps 
sidewalks and pedestrian paths clear of overhanging vegetation.

Cover Page 
Chapter 68 Housing Standards.pdf 
County Code_Fences.pdf 

Mayor Hollingsworth said she hoped that all legislation submitted by the current Council could be closed 
out before the next Council was seated. She directed the Council discussion to focus on directing the City 
Attorney to prepare a revised ordinance primarily regarding setting repair, maintenance and safety 
standards for fences. There was a brief discussion to clarify the intent of the ordinance. Mayor 
Hollingsworth summarized the discussion points as follows: remove the replacement threshold of 25% 
because it was too low, adjust the Code to allow for repairs to be completed to the entire length of a
fence, and provide a provision for the repair of grandfathered fences. Assistant Administrator clarified 
that the City’s Code Compliance Department did not have concerns on the proposed changes. He 
requested that the ordinance include clear definitions of the difference between maintenance and 
replacement thresholds. 
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Council President Haba asked what the County restrictions were regarding fence replacement and
maintenance. Assistant Administrator Chandler provided details on the County provisions, noting the 
regulations regarding replacement did not include a grandfather clause. Council President Haba asked if 
the City could set a different replacement threshold than the County. Assistant Administrator Chandler 
said that was a legal question and he would defer to the City Attorney. Council President Haba asked if 
the Council was going to suggest a threshold level and asked Councilmember Croslin what percentage 
threshold he had in mind. Councilmember Croslin suggested a threshold of 90%, stating that if the fence 
needed maintenance, residents should be able to maintain the entire fence and if the fence needed to be 
replaced, it should be subject to the rules of the County. 

Councilmember Solomon asked if the County didn’t care about the difference between replacement and 
maintenance, why the City Code should make the distinction. Assistant Administrator Chandler confirmed
that the County did not make a distinction between maintenance and replacement. However, he said he 
believed it was important to provide such a distinction, in part to ensure residents had a clear 
understanding of when fence work triggered a permit. He detailed situations where he had heard 
feedback from residents that the fence permitting process was confusing and instances where a clear 
ordinance would benefit the both the City and residents. 

Councilmember Paschall said he had requested staff research into the history of the City’s fence 
ordinance to learn the purpose of the original legislation but the minutes from the original discussion 
were sparse and did not provide detail on the intent. He said he believed the City could write the 
ordinance as they deemed fit, but agreed it was prudent to write something cohesive with the County to 
avoid confusion for residents. Councilmember Paschall added that he didn’t think the current proposal 
was clear and was interested in the City Attorney’s comments. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Paschall, Wright, Perry, Frazier, Solomon
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Ward

8) Discussion Items (9:35 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.)

8.a.) Acceptance of Request for Proposal Selection for City-Wide Traffic Study

Cover Page 

Director of Public Works Lesley Riddle provided brief background information on the process for selecting 
a traffic study contractor and stated that Toole Design Group was recommended for the contract award. 
Mayor Hollingsworth requested to review the final scope of work for the study when the item returned 
for Council action. 

8.b.) Phase 2 – MD500 Lighting Expenditure 

Cover Page 
REV_MD 500 Lighting Memo_Phase2_Hyattsville_2017-0328.pdf 
PedestrianLightingPolicy_09_09_2008 (1).pdf 
MOU #5 MD500 Hyattsville (002)_10-3-2016.docx 
MD 500_REV FR_LightingCost_Breakout_2017-0313_with_Contingency.pdf 
EX_pLT-P001_MD500EXT.PDF 
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Environmental Design post approval form.pdf 
Decorative Pedestrian Light Pole_Details.pdf 

Director Riddle provided background information on the Phase 2 lighting expenditure request for the 
State Highway Administration (SHA) MD500 Queens Chapel Road project. She said the project was for a 
small section of the road located in the City, but there were very little existing electrical structure and no 
existing lighting on that portion of the road. Director Riddle said the City's portion of the lighting cost was 
$144,000 and briefly reviewed the diagrams for lighting installation. 

Councilmember Wright asked if funds were included in the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) budget for the 
expense and Director Riddle said funds were included in the 2019 CIP. Coucnilmember Wright asked if 
funds could be allocated to repair lights located on Belcrest Road. Director Riddle said Belcrest Road was 
owned by the Prince George’s Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPW&T) and provided a 
brief update on the lighting project on Belcrest Road, stating that the lights were in the process of repair.   

Council President Haba asked how many lighting poles would be installed and if the pole style would be 
the same as the Phase 1 stretch of the MD500 project. Director Riddle said 25 poles would be installed 
and confirmed the style would match Phase 1. Council President Haba asked what the distance would be 
between the lights. Director Riddle said the distance would depend on the existing overhead lamps and 
noted that the area currently had very few overhead lamps. Administrator Nicholson said staff would 
follow up with Council on the precise distance between poles. 

9) Council Dialogue (10:00 p.m. - 10:10 p.m.)

Councilmember Wright thanked Councilmember Paschall for his work on the sanctuary city legislation. 

Councilmember Warner shared a poem that reminded her of recent events.

Councilmember Paschall said he was impressed to see an improvement in the turnaround time for public 
availability of campaign finance reports. He noted that he was disappointed to see that half of the 
candidates failed to turn reports in on time, including two (2) candidates currently serving on Council. He 
urged candidates to submit reports on time. Moving on to the topic of the sanctuary city legislation, 
Councilmember Paschall said how proud he was of the City for adopting the ordinance and the Council’s 
accomplishments over the last four (4) years to support immigrants, inclusion and diversity. He said the 
adoption was a shining light after a terrible process stating that during the process, rhetoric and vitriol 
had been directed toward immigrants. Councilmember Paschall continued, stating there had been 
offensive conduct and comments during the sanctuary city and the non-citizen voting discussions and that 
if the City’s laws would allow it he would call for the removal of Councilmember’s Perry and Frazier. He 
said he was glad to move on from the process and reiterated that he was proud of the City and its 
accomplishments.

Councilmember Solomon said he had the great opportunity to meet some of the candidates who are 
running for office and that he viewed elections as an opportunity to share ideas.

Councilmember Perry responded to Councilmember Paschall’s comments by stating that his opinion was 
his own. 

Councilmember Croslin said he was one (1) of the candidates who did not file their finance report and 
that he would submit the report soon, noting that his Treasurer was out of town. He said graduation 
season was approaching and asked the community to share news of local youth graduating from high 
school or college so they could be recognized by the Council. 
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Council President Haba said he was sorry Councilmember Paschall was disappointed that he did not 
submit his campaign finance report. He suggested that Councilmember Paschall temper the tone of his 
language and recommended that he find a way to work with people peacefully. 

Councilmember Frazier thanked Council President Haba for his comments and said she believed the 
legislation had been a rung in Councilmember Paschall’s political ladder. 

10) Community Notices and Meetings

Main City Calendar_Apr 18-May 2 2017.docx 

11) Motion to Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 10:44 p.m.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Croslin
SECONDER: Lawrence
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Croslin, Warner, Paschall, Wright, Perry, Frazier, Solomon
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Ward


