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CITY OF PALMDALE 
PUBLIC ART
PROGRAM

PUBLIC ART COMMISSION BYLAWS

Section 1. Authority

The City Council of the City of Palmdale adopted Ordinance No. 1534 on November 17, 
2020, amending the Municipal Code, Title 15 Buildings and Construction, establishing 
requirements for the inclusion of Public Art in public and private development projects, 
establishing a development fee for Public Art and establishing the Public Art Commission
in accordance with the Palmdale Municipal Code 2.08.030.

Section 1. Vision & Mission

2.1 Vision:
The Public Art Commission envisions a community where art and artists are 
valued, and where public art is integrated into the fabric of our place and enhances 
the quality of life of its citizens.

2.2 Mission:
The Public Art Commission affirms the City’s role as an advocate to public art, 
fosters and enriches the aesthetic of the City of Palmdale, values and promotes 
the contributions of artists to the community and furthers the objectives of 
Palmdale City Ordinance No. 1534.

Section 3. Responsibilities

1. Prepare and approve bylaws that follow Ordinance No. 1534 and the Ralph M. 
Brown Act (see Amendments to Bylaws below); organize and conduct meetings 
in compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act; 

2. Establish and approve the Public Art Program mission, curatorial and 
programmatic goals, policies, and guidelines;

3. Encourage and promote public art programs and activities within the City;

4. Make recommendations to the City Council regarding local visual art needs, 
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activities and programs;

5. Receive and gather input from the community on issues relevant to public art 
policies;

6. Enhance community awareness of public art resources;

7. Work cooperatively with public and private agencies to procure space and 
opportunities for public art and to contribute to the enrichment of the community 
by adding public art that is of the highest quality, visually stimulating and of 
enduring value;

8. Analyze and make recommendations to the City Council on long-term financing 
to support public art;

9. Advise and make recommendations to the City Council on the acceptance of 
donations and submissions of art and other matters of arts in the community;

10.Develop an annual Public Art Workplan that charts current and future public art 
projects and determines resources and funding priorities;

11.Review and forward recommendations to City Council for deaccession of artwork, 
acceptance of artwork gifts and loans, and proposals for memorials and murals 
on city-owned property, in accordance with each respective policy; and

12.Serve as the key advocacy body for the Public Art Program and participate in 
community outreach activities and events.

Section 4. Membership and Officers

4.1 Members:
Pursuant to Ordinance No. 1534, the Public Art Commission shall consist of seven 
(7) members who shall serve at the pleasure of the City Council.  Commission 
members shall be nominated by the Mayor and approved by the City Council as 
set forth in Palmdale Municipal Code Section 2.08.030.  Consistent with national 
standards, the term for each member will be three (3) years, renewable for a 
second term, or until a successor takes office. 

Palmdale Public Art Commission members shall have professional credentials and 
work experience as exhibiting and performing artists in the visual and media arts, 
contemporary museum and gallery art curators/directors, arts management
professionals, arts educators, design professionals such as architects, landscape 
architects, and urban planners.  At least two (2) of the seven voting members shall 
be professional artists, at least two (2) of the seven voting members shall be design 
professionals, and at least one (1) of the seven members shall be a member of the 
Planning Commission.
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4.2 Officers:
Officers of the Commission shall be a Chairperson and a Vice-Chairperson (who 
shall preside in the absence of the Chairperson). Officers shall be elected by the 
Commission at its first meeting following the beginning of the City’s fiscal year. The 
City will appoint a staff person as the Deputy Clerk who will create and publish the 
Agenda.  

4.3 Compensation:
No compensation shall be provided for attendance to Commission meetings.  

4.4 Vacancies:
Should a vacancy arise from a member resigning or other matters the following 
shall happen:

a. Recruitment and replacement will follow the standard procedure for 
“Appointments to boards, commissions, and committees” outlined in 
Palmdale Municipal code 2.08.030.

b. If a vacancy is filled and there is greater than a year left on the term, it shall 
count as a full term for the appointed Commission member’s term limit.  If 
less than a year remains on the term, it shall not count towards the 
Commission member’s term limit.

4.5 Forfeiture:
Should any Commission member miss three (3) consecutive meetings without any 
prior consent or notice to the Commission, they shall forfeit their membership on 
the Commission.  All forfeited Commission positions shall be subject to Section 
4.4, for the purpose of their vacancy.

Section 5. Meetings, Agendas and Staff Reports

5.1 Regular Meetings:
The Commission shall meet bimonthly (every 2 months), and as needed, to carry 
out its purpose.  Regular meetings shall be held on (TBD at first meeting) and are 
generally held in the City Hall Council Chambers, located at 38300 Sierra Highway, 
Suite B, Palmdale, CA.  If the regular meeting date falls on a City holiday, then the 
meeting will be rescheduled.  All regular meetings of the Commission will be called 
to order at 7:00 pm, unless advertised otherwise, cancelled or rescheduled.  The 
Deputy Clerk will cause to be posted notice of any continued hearing or other 
unfinished business, as may be required by law.

5.2 Order of Business:
The regular order of business shall be governed by the Ralph M. Brown Act; items 
to be considered by the Commission shall be agendized.
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5.3 Attendance:
Members shall be considered present at the Commission meeting if they are there 
physically, on the phone, or using a video conferencing application.

5.4 Adjourned Meetings:
The Commission may adjourn any regular, adjourned regular, special or adjourned 
special meeting to a time and place specified in the order of adjournment pursuant 
to the procedures set forth in the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code section 
54950, et seq.

5.5 Agendas:
At least 72 hours before a regular meeting, the Deputy Clerk shall cause copies of 
the Agenda to be posted and made available at the Parks and Recreation Office 
and the Office of the City Clerk.  In accordance with the Ralph M. Brown Act, the 
Commission may not take action on any item that did not appear on the posted 
agenda unless an exception is made as permitted under Government Code section 
54954.2.  The Chairperson may rearrange the order of presentation of items 
appearing on the Agenda as he or she may deem necessary or desirable for the 
conduct of the meeting.  No person shall be entitled to rely upon the order in which 
items appear on the posted agenda, and any item on any agenda may commence 
immediately upon the time the meeting is called to order.  Any Commissioner may 
place any item on a future Agenda by making a request to the Public Art 
Coordinator before the Agenda is finalized.  Agenda packets shall be prepared by 
the Deputy Clerk.  Barring unavoidable difficulties for holidays, the Agenda packets 
will be distributed to members of the Commission the Friday evening preceding 
the Wednesday Commission Meeting.

5.6 Staff Reports:
When Staff Reports exist, they shall be made public before or at the beginning of 
any hearing or meeting.  Staff reports shall be prepared with recommendations 
and the basis for recommendations and included in the hearing record.

5.7 Parliamentary Procedure:
All proceedings before the Commission may be guided by the rules of 
parliamentary procedure set forth in Robert’s Rules of Order, but failure to follow 
Robert’s Rules of Order shall not affect the validity of any action or motion duly 
taken or adopted by the Commission at any lawfully held meeting.

Section 6. Presentation of Agenda Items

6.1 Minutes:
The City appointed Deputy Clerk shall record, prepare, and issue accurate 
summary minutes of each meeting of the Commission. The minutes shall reflect 
with reasonable completeness, all matters discussed, parties appearing, and 
actions taken at the meeting. A copy of the minutes shall be provided to the City 
Clerk and the Public Art Coordinator. Minutes shall be submitted for approval 
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and/or correction in draft form on the Agenda at a subsequent regular Commission 
Meeting.  

6.2 Public Participation in Commission Meetings:
Members of the public may address the Commission during Public Comments 
and/or before consideration of any agenda item; however, no person shall address 
the Commission without first being recognized by the Chairperson.  Any person 
desiring to address the Commission shall be requested to give his or her name 
and City of residence for the record.  Persons addressing the Commission shall be 
permitted to speak for a maximum of three minutes, shall confine their remarks to 
the matter under consideration by the Commission, and shall speak only once per 
agenda item unless otherwise mandated by local or state law.  If a large number 
of persons wish to address the Board on any one item, the Board may by majority 
vote limit comments to no less than one minute per speaker.

Persons addressing the Board and members of the audience shall not engage in 
disorderly or boisterous conduct, including the utterance of loud, threatening, or 
abusive language, clapping, whistling, stamping, or other acts that disturb, impede, 
or otherwise render the orderly conduct of the Board meeting unfeasible.  A person 
engaging in such conduct shall be, at the discretion of the Chairperson or a majority 
of Commission members, subject to removal from the meeting.  

Section 7. Motions

7.1 Motions and Seconds:
Action upon an order, resolution, or any other action of the Board may be 
proposed by any Commissioner, including the Chairperson, by a motion.  Before 
a motion can be considered or debated it must be seconded, at which time it 
shall be on the floor and must be considered.  The Chairperson may second a 
motion.  If not seconded, the motion is lost for lack of a second and shall be so 
declared by the Chairperson.

7.2 Amendment of Motion:
A motion on the floor may be amended, with the consent of the original maker of 
the motion, at any time before adoption or rejection.  When an amendment is 
offered, the Board will debate and take action on the amendment before acting 
on the original motion.  If the amendment is not adopted, the original motion will 
then be considered.  If the amendment is adopted the original motion as 
amended will then be considered.

Section 8. Decision-Making

8.1 Quorum:
A majority of the Commission, at least four (4) members, shall constitute a 
quorum. No business shall be transacted in the absence of a quorum.
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8.2 Voting:
Approval of any motion brought before the Board shall require the affirmative 
vote of a majority of the members present (“affirmative vote”), unless otherwise 
specified by law.

8.3 Tie Votes:
A tie vote shall constitute a denial of the motion.  A motion for reconsideration 
may be made only by a Commission member who voted on the motion which 
resulted in a tie vote.  If there is no action by an affirmative vote, the result is 
denial.

8.4 Abstentions:
Abstentions shall not count as votes for the purpose of determining whether there 
has been an affirmative vote of the majority of the members present, but shall be 
counted for the purpose of determining whether a quorum is present.

8.5 Absentees:
A Commission member who is absent from any portion of a meeting conducted by 
the Commission may vote on the matter at the time it is acted upon provided that 
the Commissioner has: 1) listened to a recording of the entire portion of the 
meeting from which he or she was absent; 2) examined all of the exhibits presented 
during the portion of the meeting from which he or she was absent; and 3) affirms 
and attests on the record before voting that he or she has listened to a recording 
of the entire portion of the meeting and has examined all of the exhibits presented 
during the portion of the meeting from which he or she was absent as though he 
or she had attended the entire meeting. 

~~~

Subcommittees. The Commission may form subcommittees as needed which shall 
report to the Commission. Meetings of subcommittees shall be in accordance with these 
by-laws, except subcommittees may transact business in the absence of a quorum of the 
subcommittee.

Conflict of Interest. Any member of the Commission who has an actual or apparent 
conflict of interest with respect to any matter before the Commission shall disclose this 
conflict to the Commission and shall disqualify him or herself from participation in 
consideration of the matter, if appropriate. A motion duly made and passed by the 
Commission may disqualify a member of the Commission for conflict of interest.

Consultation. The Commission may consult with experts in relevant technical areas.

Nondiscrimination Policy. The City of Palmdale is committed to ensuring that no person 
is excluded from participation in or denied the benefits of its programs on the basis of 
race, color or national origin, as protected by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  The 
Public Art Commission formally adopts the City of Palmdale’s nondiscrimination policy.
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Amendments to Bylaws. These bylaws may be altered, amended or repealed and new 
bylaws may be adopted by a vote of a simple majority of those present and voting at a 
regular or special meeting, if at least two-day’s written notice is given of intention to alter, 
amend or repeal, or adopt new bylaws at the meeting.  A copy of the amended bylaws
shall be provided to the City Clerk and the Public Art Coordinator.


